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V. 5. ACHUTHAMNANDARM
CHIEF MINISTER
KERALA

D.Q. No.375/VIP/CM /09 Dated: 27 /07 /2009

Dear Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji

State Government has learnt [rom the media that Central
Government has decided to sign the much debated and widely
criticized ASEAN Trade Agreement. ASEAN Trade Agreement has a
number of provisions having far-reaching adverse impact on Kerala’s
agricultural economy. This pact Is being signed when the already

liberalized import regime has distorted the market prospects of

coconut ¢il, pepper ete.

The Agreement will pave way for liberalized import of rubber,
tea, pepper and edible oils, among other commeodities. These are the
very commodities on which Kerala always had an edge. With
liberalized imports, prices of these commeoedities are bound to crash
leading to a direct fall in the income of farmers. It is learnt that the
Agrecment in its present [orm does not have even the protection of o
negatuve list, as was cnvisaged earlier. It provides for progressive
reduction of import tarifl on commedities imported from ASEAN
countrics. An area of cqual concern is the liberalized import of sca
food, 1t will throw more than a million people out of job from fisherics
sectar, Needless to say that the agricultural cconemy-of the State wild

be in a shambles in a few years il Government of india proceeds witls

the sipning of thas Agreement.



2.

It is a malter of serious concern that the views of the affecied

Stale Gavernments were pol faken into account while forrmulating «
Irade pact of this magmitude. T am of the view that no trade inteicast
can have precedence over the inlerest and well-being of the farmoers. |
need not remind you of the recent phase of widespread agrarian
distress and ils tragic consequences through which the country has
passed, Such trade agreements and policies which are impervious

and inscnsitive to the livehhood issues of peopie, are sure to spell

doom in the lives of the farmers.

As an agreement, which  has  grave socio-economic
conseguences, particularly to Kerala farmers, the State Governrnent
has decided to regquest Governmeni of India to reconsider the

decision to sign ASEAN Trade Agrecment.

I request you (o take a personal interest in this crucial mater

F I T P T T N FUT ILh‘thuULll

With regards

Yours sincerely

-"'-Fr

.
(V. 5. ACHUTHHANANDAN)

Dir. Mimmehan Sinph

Flown, 1Prane Baister
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