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RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1  The textbooks under review have sought to bring about a qualitative change in pedagogy,
content and presentation. As envisaged in NCF and KCF. they have tried to instill in children
qualities of critical enquiry and social sensitivity and help to promote a more creative
refation between teachers and students. They aim, as a consequence, to change the
classrooms into sites of collaborative knowledge transaction. Over the years, these textbooks
could be further refined and enriched. The following recommendations are made with that
in view.

3.2  As suggested in the Interim Report there is no case for withdrawing the Class VII Social
Science textbook. However, it may be reviewed for the next academic year, in the light of the
general observations and recommendations contained in the Report. "

33 Critical pedagogy and constructivist methodology used for the preparation of the textbooks
have influenced the structure and orgardzation of the books. The questions, which follow
each part of the lesson, need to be reviewed to ensure coherence and continuity,

34  In the critical pedagopic practice the textbooks are not intended te provide “total’ information
about any topic. Therefore, comparison with the textbooks of previous years or of the
NCERT is not appropriate since those may be based on a different syllabus. Yet, there is a
case for enriching the content by expanding the narrative for the social science textbooks and
providing suitable markers to help ¢hildren construct their understanding, In that case, for
instance, the portion on the national movement may become fuller or renaissance leaders
may get greater representation. In the science textbooks, however, there is need to avoid
‘information’ and definitions which are inappropriate for learners at that age.

3.5  The principle of guiding the children from local to the national is commendable. But undue
emphasis on the Iocal is likely to encourage provincialism and parochialism. The textbooks
should have some opening ko the national and international, taken up at an appropriate
stage,

36 The textbooks should be subjected to periodic revision based on critical evaluzation and
classroom research. An expert committee for each subject with 3 - 5 members may be set up

for this purpose.



3.7

3.8

3.9
3.10

3.11
312

3.13

314

315

3.16

3.17

The success of critical pedagogy depends upon the intellectuzal equipment of the teacher who
plays an important role in this process. Therefore, it is necessary to ensure that the teachers
get adequate training, in areas of content, pedagogy and children’s development,

All textbooks need to ensure gender sensitivity. More concrete narratives and case studies
need to be incorporated In the text to address issues regarding unequal gender relations in
society. A serious effort must be made o involve more women in the preparation of
curriculum syllabi and textbooks.

Illustrations and visuals require considerable improvement.

It is necessary fo ensure better production and use of quality paper to make the textbooks
more atiractive to the students.

The language of textbooks should be learner friendly. _
Experts and the resource persons with disciplinary and pedagegic knowledge should be
engaged to guide the process of the preparation of textbooks and hand books.

Professional development of textbook wtiters need te be ensured through academic
exposure and research initiative.

The names and affiliation of the members of the drafting committee and experf committee
should be acknowledged in the textbooks.

The syllabus, textbooks and handbooks should be posted on the website for inviting
comments and remarks. The comments and remarks thus received and the reports from the
field (schools) should be considered by the expert committee, The SCERT should also evolve
a procedure for wider consultation.

In the light of the poor quality of English translation of Class VII textbook of Social Scence, a
proper procedure should be adopted to ensure the quality of translation,

The govt, should consider the consttution of a Textbook Commission to monitor all
textbooks used in the state,
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