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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 9
Pinarayi Vijayan
CHIEF MINISTER

" D.0. No. 2267/2024/CM, Dated 18.11.2024

Dear Shri. Piyush Goyal ji,

This i; to bring to your kind attention certain serious apprehensions of
the State regarding the recent amendments to the Explosive Rules issued
vide notification G.S.R.633(E) dated 11" October 2024 that merit your
immediate intervention. These cbncerns are based on the feedbact from

various stakeholders that are adversely affected by certain provisions (\af the

aforesaid amendment.

.Kerala enjoys a rich cultural legacy reflected in the spread of its religious
places of worship across the length and breadth of the State. In‘ fact, one of
the visible features of this legacy and heritage is the splendour and grandeur
of its fesfivals marked by the copious use of fireworks during these

festivities.

The State has always been committed to ensuring the safety standards
and is scrupulous in the implementation of the various provisions of the

Explosives Act. We strictly ensure that only those places of worship that are

N\,

able to comply with the standards envisaged in the Act are allowed to

g

%

%

conduct fireworks. While it is necessary to accord paramount consideration

to safety, it is also important to ensure that the amended rules impose only

e

reasonable restrictions and do not impede the fair and reasonable conduct of

firewarks that are part of the religious festivities.

| wish to bring to your kind attention some of the specific provisions
.in the amended rules that are difficult to implement given the geographical
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and spatial constraints faced by many religious places of worship.
Furthermore, one of these amended provisions would in fact, entail an
adaptation to newer methods in fireworks display. You will appreciate that a
switchover from the traditional methods can only be achieved with time.

The Table laid down in Rule 113 in the pre-amended Explosive Rules 2008
speci%ies the documents for approval and grant of license. Item 6 in the
Table pertaining to fireworks for public display was specified as “Licence to
possess and use fireworks for public display”. In the amendment, a quantity
restriction has been brought and the entry was altered as ‘Licence to
possess and use fireworks for public display not exceeding 2000

kilogram's at a time".

« However, in applying for the license for the above (LICENSE FORM LE-
6), a new condition has been added as Condition 2, viz: - “The display
fireworks shall be stored in a licensed magazine and displayed only at
the places shown in the plan attached to the licence. The magazine
shall be at least two hundred meters away from the display site.”
This imposition has been generally perceived to be very restrictive
and unwarranted. This will be evident from the fact that in Table 3
of Schedule VIII of the pre-amended rules, the maximum safety
distance for magézine of category “X” fireworks even for a quantity
of 3500 kg was only 45 metres.

« Another condition that has been introduced for the grant of the
above licence as Condition 6 viz: - “A shed for assembling of the
fireworks for display purpose shall be at a distance of minimum
twenty meters from fireworks storage magazine and minimum one
hundred meters from the display site.” The Assembly Unit will be
empty during the display of fireworks and thérefo‘re the stipulation of
this minimum distance defies logic and makes fireworks operations

unnecessarily difficult.
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» A third condition that has been‘ introduced as Condition 22 viz: - “No
tools, implements etc. made of iron or steel except mortars used
for display shall be kept at any time in the premises and no person on
the licensed premises shall have any iron or steel in his possession or

on hié boots or shoes.” This will render the traditional method of
‘ using iron pegs and iron hooks for propulsion and grip impracticable.
The transition to alternative methods will need time for the
adaptation and necessary re-skilling. Till this is done, it is only

reasonable that the operation of this condition be kept on hold.

The Government of Kerala appreciates the need for imposing stringent
conditions and ensu;ing rigorous standards and safety in the use and handling
of fireworks. But such standards should be implemented only after a
comprehensive assessment of the potential adverse consequences. Unless
this is done, the implementation of the coenditions listed above may pose

insurmountable hurdles for the places of religious worship in the State.

| request you that the conditions listed above may be kindly kept on hold
till a comprehensive assessment is done. From our side, we would welcome
any initiative from you to form a team to conduct such an assessment before

the new rules are implemented.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

Pinarayi Vijayan

Shri. Piyush Goyal

Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry,
Government of India

Vanijya Bhawan, New Delhi - 110001,
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