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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

Creation of Task Force to address the issue of shortage of Fodder in
the State- Task force formed- Orders issued

DAIRY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Rt)N0.2/2025/DD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 02-01-2025

Read 1 D O letter No.R-24018/26/2023/DIR ANLM (E-25776) dated
06.09.2023, 08.08.2024 and 04.12.2024 from the Secretary,
Ministry of Fisheries,Animal Husbandry and Dairying,
Government of India

2D O letter no. 2-4/2021-SD-III dated 10.10.2023 from the
Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Government of India

Minutes of the meeting chaired by the Principal Secretary
3 (AH&DD) held on 13.12.2024 with all stake holders in the
Dairy sector.

ORDER

India is known as the Dairy of the World with the highest
production of milk coming from this country. However, as far as
productivity is concerned, we are one of the lowest in the world. It is also
important to note that while the addition in the livestock has been
significant; the growth in fodder has remained stagnant at 4% of the
cultivable land in the past four decades. It has also been decided at the
highest level that fodder cultivation and promotion of silage should be
given highest priority. It is also seen that though milk prices have
remained constant except due to seasonal variation in prices, the cost of
fodder has seen huge fluctuations in the last few years. The WPI Index
data released by the Office of Economic Adviser, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, registered an increase of 29.29% which is highest since last
nine years. There is a disproportionate price rise in the cost of the fodder.

Government of India as per the letters read as 1st paper above
have advised that in order to mitigate this problem, it is imperative that
all States should seriously look at increasing the area under fodder for



D3/203/2023-DD G.O.(R )66 2V20R2A12B

redeveloping community pasture land in Gauthan and degraded forest
lands. In addition, the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying
under National Livestock Mission has a component for Feed and Fodder
Development under which subsidy is given to private entrepreneurs for
seed production, fodder cultivation and making silage/ TMR etc.
Government of India as per letters read as 1st and 2nd paper above have
directed all State Governments to create a Task Force in the State to
address the issue of fodder shortage in the country, in the above manner
comprising of Secretary, Agriculture Department, Secretary, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying Department, Secretary, Forests and Wildlife
Department and Secretary, Rural Development Department.

In tune with the directives from Government of India, a meeting
was chaired by the Principal Secretary (AH&DD) to discuss the issue of
fodder shortage in the State with all stakeholders in the dairy sector.
Considering the requirement of fodder (in Kg) per Kg, body weight of a
cow as part of ration balancing to achieve optimum production of milk,
fodder has to be cultivated in 70500 Ha of land, but at present fodder is
being cultivated in only 13000 Ha. There is a deficit of 57500 Ha of land
for cultivation to meet the fodder requirement in the state. The total
production of fodder in the state by all stakeholders (Dairy Development
Department, Milma, Kerala Feeds, KLDB) is 22.10 lakhs MT/annum,
whereas the total fodder requirement for the cattle population is 120 lakh
MT/annum. Admittedly there is huge deficit in the cultivation of fodder

in the State. In the discussions that followed it was noted that the matter

has to be given serious attention as there is an acute shortage of green

fodder in the State and it is high time that the issue is addressed and
production increased substantially. This can be done by bringing in the
Cultivable waste land available in the State, ie., 99,810 Ha under fodder
cultivation. This requires the coordinated efforts of all Government
Departments, institutions and the co-operation of the public.

Government have considered the matter in detail and in
accordance with the directives from Government of India, Government
are pleased to form a Fodder Task Force in the State to address the issue
of fodder shortage, with the following members :

1. Principal Secretary (AH&DD) - Convenor
2. Additional Chief Secretary (Forest &Wild Life Department)
- Member
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(8}

. Principal Secretary, Agriculture department - Member

. Principal Secretary, Local Self Government Department- Member

5. Member, De-centralised Planning Division, State Planning Board
- Member

6. The Chief (Agriculture), State Planning Board - Member

N

(By order of the Governor)
SHIBUAT
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

Director, Dairy Development Department, Thiruvananthapuram
Director, Animal Husbandry Department, Thiruvananthapuram
The Chief (Agriculture), State Planning Board, Thiruvananthapuram

The Chief, De-centralised Planning Division, State Planning Board,
Thiruvananthapuram

Registrar, Kerala Veterinary and Animal Sciences University, Pookode,
Wayanad

Managing Director, Milma, Thiruvananthapuram

Managing Director, KLDB, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram
Managing Director, Kerala Feeds, Kallettumkara, Thrissur
Principal Accountant General (Audit), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
Accountant General (A&E), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
Information & Public Relations (Web & New Media) Department
Stock File/Office Copy

Forwarded /By order

Section Officer

Copy To:- PS to Hon'ble Minister (AH&DD)
OSD to Chief Secretary
PA to Additional Chief Secretary (F&WL)
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PA to Principal Secretary (AH&DD)
PA to Principal Secretary (LSGD)

CA to Principal Secretary (Agriculture)
Animal Husbandry (F) Department





