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File No.REV-P3/172/2019-REV

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract
Revenue Department - Desilting and removal of debris in Flood
affected rivers - Sanction Accorded cancelling G.O(Rt)No.
3852/2019/RD dated 21.12.2019 - Orders issued.
REVENUE (P) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Rt)N0.3880/2019/RD _ Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 24/12/2019

Read 1 G.O (Rt) N0.2882/2019/RD dated 16.10.2019.

2 Minutes of the Meeting held on 7.11.2019, under the
presidentship of Chief Secretary.

3 Letter No. ILDM/492/2017/E1 dated 14.11.19 from the Director,
ILDM.

4 GO(Rt)No. 3852/2019/RD dated 21.12.2019.
ORDER

As per GO read as 15t Paper above, a Committee has been
constituted with Chief Secretary as Chairperson, Additional Chief
Secretary (Water Resources), Additional Chief Secretary (Local Self
Government Department), Additional Chief Secretary (Forest and
Wildlife), Principal Secretary (Revenue), Principal Secretary
(Environment) and Director (Mining and Geology) as members in order
to look into matters relating to dredging in rivers.

A Meeting of the above Committee was held on 7.11.19 and it
was decided to entrust respective District Collectors to conduct desilting
and removal of debris in flood affected rivers in the context of the
massive floods happened in 2018 and 2019.
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As per section 24, 34 of the Disaster Management Act 2005,
State Disaster Management Executive Committee, District Disaster
Management Authority can take necessary steps to 'remove debris,
conduct search and carry out operations'. With regard to the authority of
Section 33 of Disaster Management Act, 2005, the Hon'ble High Court of
Uttarakhand in WP(C) No0.93/2015 has ordered that “if the dredging is
undertaken for the purpose of maintaining water bodies no clearance of
Ministry of Environment and Forest is required.” As per Section 72 of the
Disaster Management Act, this Act overrides the other Acts.

Government have examined the matter in detail and are
pleased to accord Sanction to all District Collectors for removing silt and
debris in flood affected rivers, as an immediate measure to accommodate
flood waters and to increase the capacity of river channels.

District Collectors should ensure the stability of river banks and
protection of river bed while removing the silt and debris. District
Collectors have liberty to dispose off the silt and debris in the appropriate
manner. District Collectors can seek necessary help from local technical
personnels of Water Resources and Geology Departments, to identify
areas for urgent intervention.

As such G.O (Rt) No. 3852/2019/RD dated 21.12.2019 read

J

as 4 paper above, stands cancelled.
(By order of the Governor)

BENCY J

ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

The Land Revenue Commissioner, Thiruvananthapuram.
District Collector’s-

Malappuram/Kannur/Pathanamthitta/Kasargod/Ernakulam/Idukki.

The Principal Accountant General (Audit), Kerala,

Thiruvananthapuram.



