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Q\‘* V. ABDURAHIMAN THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-695 001
: MINISTER FOR MINORITY WELFARE, SPORTS
WAQF & HAJ PILGRIMAGE-RAILWAYS
POSTS & TELEGRAPHS

® GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

31/12/2024
Date................ o

Respected Shri. Rammohan Naidu Kinjarapu Ji,

I hope this letter finds you well.

This is to bring to your kind attention regarding the airfares being

finalized for Haj Pilgrimage in Kerala. Kerala have been allotted 3 embarkation
points for Haj 2025, viz. Calicut International Airport, Kannur
International Airport and Cochin International Airport. It is learnt that, the
bidding for the above three embarkation point Air fares have been completed
and is on the process of finalization. For your kind. attention and uhderstanding,

the bid rates arrived for the 3 embarkation points are as detailed.

i) Calicut International Airport - 1,25,000 (Air India Express)
i) Kannur International Airport - 87,000 (Air India Express)
1ii) Cochin International Airport - 86,000(Saudi Airlines)

] The exorbitant rates arrived at the tender for Calicut Embarkation point
has become a grave concem to the State. The bids of AIR INDIA EXPRESS for
Calicut embarkation point is too high when compared with Kannur. And in
Cochin Saudi Airlines has quoted a nominal rate.
A total of 15,203 persons have been selected for Haj travel from Kerala
for 2025. The embarkation wise pilgrim count is as ‘détailed;
1) Calicut International Airport - 5755 nos.
if) Kannur International Airport - 4026 nos.

ii1) Cochin International Airport - 5422 nos.

(1-2)
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V. ABDURAHIMAN
MINISTER FOR MINORITY WELFARE, SPORTS
WAQF & HAJ PILGRIMAGE-RAILWAYS
POSTS & TELEGRAPHS
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Hence, it is clear that, 1/3 of the total Haj pilgrims who have chosen
Ca]igut Airport as their embarkation point would have to bear an amount almost
double that of other embarkation points. Also it may be noted that, AIR INDIA
EXPRESS bids for Kannur Embarkation point seems nominal when compared
with Calicut. '

In Kerala, the Haj applicants who have opted the State Haj services for
travel, are the common people and most of them are not in a good financial
condition. Therefore the fares now arrived are not an affordable choice for those
who have opted Calicut. This situation would create much hardships to the
pilgrims from Kerala. However the State Government and the State Haj
committee are positively anticipating a reduction on the airfares of AIR INDIA
EXPRESS for Calicut Embarkation point.

Since the matter is of grave concern, 1 would request you to have your
personal intervention in the matter and to find a feasible solution so that the Haj

pilgrimage would be an affordable one in 2025.

With Warm Regards and Greetings,
Yours Faithfully,

To,

Shri. Rammohan Naidu Kinjarapu

Hon'ble Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Govt. of India.

Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan Block B, Jorbagh Safdarjung Airport Area,
New Delhi - 110003

(2-2)
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WAQF & HAJ PILGRIMAGE-RAILWAYS ek 31/12/2024
POSTS & TELEGRAPHS ) # e e
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM -655 001

®

Respected Sri.Kiren Rijiju Ji',

T hope this letter finds you well,

~ This is with regard:to the_airfares arrived at the tender for this Haj seéason.
As you know; the Haj 2025 preparations have started and are ongoing. It is
learnt that, the bids of the air fares for the three embarkation points in Kerala are
being finalized. And as known from the sources, the tender rates arrived for the
3 embarkation points are as deta'fled,
i) Calicut Intemational Airport - 1,25,000 (Air India Express)
i) Kannur International Aitport - 87,000 (Air India Express)
iif) ~ Cochin.International, Airport - 86,000(Saudi Airlines)

The exorbitant tates ar‘pived at the Calicut Embarkation point has become.
a grave concern to the State. A total of 15,203 persons have been selected for
Haj 2025 from Kerala. The embarkation wise pilgrim count is as detailed;
i) Calicut Intemnational Airport - 5755 nos.
ii)  Kannur International Airport - 4026 nos. {
1) Cochin International Airport - 5422 nos. 6\}\"

Hence, it is clear that, 1/3 of the total Haj pilgrims who have chosen
Calicut as their embarkation point, would have to bear an amount almost doubje
that of other embarkation points. Also it may be noted that, AIR INDIA.

EXPRESS bids for Kannur Embarkation seems nominal when compared with

Calicul.

(1-2)
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* In Kerala, the Haj applicants who have opted the State Haj sétvices for
travel, are the common people and most of thclﬂ are not in a good financial
condition. Therefore the fares now arrived are not an affordable. choice for those
who have opted Calicut Embarkation point. Also they can’t opt out the Calicut
Embarkation point considering the cofvenience and the facilities available at
Haj house and the newly built Women’s dormitory of the State Haj Committee,
which is situated near to the Calicut International Airport.

This situation ‘would create much hardship to the pilgrits from Kerala.
However the State C’%overnmem and the Staté' Haj comrittee are positively
anticipating a reduét-i,c‘?ﬁ on the Air fares for ‘Ca,licut Embarkation point. Sifce
the matter is of grave concern, T would request you.to have your personal
intervention in the matter and to find a feasible solution so that the Haj

pilgrimage would be an affordable one in 2025.
With Warm Regadtds and ‘Greétings,

Yours Faithfully,

V. Abd’u'r'ah_i_man
To,
Sri. Kiren Rijiju
Hon’ble Union Minister of Minority Affairs.
11th Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

Officé : South Sandwich Block, 39 Hpor, Room No. 532
Government Secretariat, Thimvénan?hapuram-GSS' 001
Phone-Office : 0471-2333526, 2327495 Mobile : 9400005600

E-mail : abdu.rahiman@kerala.govin min.sports@ kerala.gov.in
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10/01/2025.

No.MW2/1/2025-GAD

To
Shri.N.Chandrasekharan
Chairman, Air India Ltd,
Block-4, Vatika One on One,
Sector-16, NH-48, Industrial Estate,
Gurugram HR-122007.

Sir,

Sub: Minority Welfare Department- Government of Kerala- Request to
Rationalize Hajj Fares at Calicut International Airport at par with the fares
at Kannur Airport Charged approximately 340,000 more those departing
from Kannur-Reg

Ref: Letter No.H2-594/2024/KSHC dated 3 1/12/2024 from the District
Collector & Executive Officer, Kerala State Haj Committee.

Kind attention is invited to the captioned subject. State Government is taking
various steps for the smooth conduct of the upcoming Haj Pilgrimage, 2025. Meantime,
several complaints and grievances have been received from the pilgrims on the
inordinate fares quoted by AIR INDIA EXPRESS at Calicut International Airport for
Haj,2025. The pilgrims are put to distress, as the flight charge quoted at Calicut Airport
is approximately 40,000 more than those departing from Kannur International
Airport.This disparity is causing undue hardship and financial burden on the pilgrims
traveling from Calicut.

Majority of the applicants have opted Calicut as the embarkation point,
considering convenience and facilities available at Haj House of the State Haj
Committee, which is situated near to the Calicut International Airport. The tender rates
arrived for the 3 embarkation points & embarkation wise pilgrim Count are as detailed
below,

1) Calicut International Airport-1,25,000(Air India Express)-5755 nos.
2) Kannur International Airport-87,000(Air India Express) -4026 nos.
3) Cochin International Alrport-86,000(Saudi Airlines) -5422 nos.

Roorm Mo 138, North Block, 2nd Flootr, Governmeant Secretariat, Government of Kergia Mhiruvananthapuram -0l
Tele Office. 0471 2518228, 2327451 | Ernail prizecy2ind@kerala govin, prisecy nd@keralo.govin



While comparing with the tender bid rates arrived for Cochin Airports which is
86,000/-passenger each, quoted by Saudi Airlines, the figures arrived for Calicut is
approximately more than 40,000.This is exorbitant and unbearable for pilgrims and
also causes many hardships for those who opted Calicut International Airport as their

Embarkation point.

In the circumstance, I would like to draw your personal attention to the issue,
as the same is critical for the State and would solicit your kind intervention in the
matter to consider for a reduction in the Air fares for AIR INDIA EXPRESS at Calicut
International Airport for Haj,2025. '
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