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Speech of CM - NITI Aayog

Hon’ble Prime Minister, Union Ministers, colleague
Chief Ministers, Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog and other

officials.

This is the first meeting after the new Vice-Chairman and
CEO have taken over. At the outset, | congratulate them and

wish them the very best in all their future endeavours.

Now let me briefly touch upon the items included in the
agenda. The State Government has been devOting considerable
efforts in revitalising the commodity producing sectors
including agriculture. We are taking initiatives in precision
farming in rice and vegetable production. We are also
supporting start-ups in the field of agri-mechanisation. In oil

seed production, Kerala is focusing on coconut cultivation.

We have launched a ten-year programme (2018 - 2028) for
replanting 15 lakh coconut saplings. State Government is giving
50 per cent subsidy to the farmers. The State needs help, both
in terms of Research and Development and financial assistance

in enhancing the value addition of coconut products, in tissue
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culture of coconut plants and its commercialisation. We also

need technical and financial help in groundnut production.

Kerala is also a pioneering State in palm oil production.
Presently, the State is in need of enhanced palm oil processing

infrastructure, as there is only one processing unit in Kerala.

Kerala has developed a comprehensive model of co-
ordination of farming, animal husbandry and fisheries. This can

be considered for adoption across States.

Coming to the education sector, the State Government is
of the consistent view that it is the duty of the Governments to
take the lead in providing basic and higher education. Education
should help students to imbibe constitutional values of
democracy, secularism, and scientific temper. In the field of
higher education, higher enrolment and enhanced quality
should be the twin aims. The lofty ideal of inclusivity cannot be
achieved if education is left only to‘the private initiative. In the
present times, we need to bridge Digital Divide in the
educational sector. Kerala has launched K-FON project with this

aim.
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| now come to the fourth agenda. It is a matter of immense
happiness to state here that Kerala is in the forefront of
decentralisation initiatives. We have transferred Funds,
Functions, Functionaries to the Local Governments. All the
functions in Eleventh and Twelfth Schedules of the Constitution
have beeh devolved to the Local Governments. We request that
while distributing grants for augmenting the Consolidated Fund
of the States, this important achievement may also be

considered as a criterion.
| would like to mention certain other important issues also.

The Central share of assistance under PMAY Urban and
Rural needs to be revised upwards as the cost of construction

materials have gone up considerably.

The 590 kilometre long coast line of Kerala is particularly
vulnerable to erosion, especially in events of extreme rainfall,
the occurrences of which are on the rise now. We require urgent
technological and financial support for coastal protection

measures.
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Recently, the Kerosene allotment quota for Kerala has

been reduced. This has adversely affected the fisher folk and

the reduction may be withdrawn.

Kerala is in need of modernisation of transport network.
We are happy that the widening of National Highways in the
State is progressing fast. As its start was inordinately delayed,
we request focus on the time-bound completion of the work. As
part of our efforts to move towards a more eco-friendly
transport system and to alleviate accidents, we request early
clearance of the State’s proposals for development of rail and

air traffic pending with the Government of India.

| also take this opportunity to request that stringent
restrictions that have been recently issued on the borrowing
limits of the States may be revoked, as the economy is yet to

recover from the adverse impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.

| also request that the serious challenges to co-operative
federalism be addressed. The legislation on subjects in the
Concurrent List should be initiated only after adequate
consultation with the States. The Centre should desist from

legislation in items in the State List.
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| also request Government of India to urgently initiate
necessary legal remedies in view of the recent Supreme Court
judgement for delineation of Eco Sensitive Zones. This is
necessary for alleviating the hardships of the marginalised

sections that live in the affected areas.

As regards GST, imposition of duty on essential items may
be reviewed and the compensation to the States be continued

for another five years.

Thank you.




