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G.O. (P) No. 9/2019/F&WLD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, - 17th August, 2019
: 16" Karkkidakam. 1194
26" Sravana, 1941.

S. R. O. No. 973/2019

WHEREAS, the Government of Kerala consider that the area, situation and the limits of
which are specified in the Schedule below, is of adequate ecological, floral and faunal,

geo-morphological and natural significance;

AND WHEREAS, it appears to the Government of Kerala that the said area is needed to be
constituted as a Wildlife Sanctuary for ensuring long term protection of the entire biodiversity of

the area;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (b) of sub-section (1)(b)
of section 26A of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Central Act 53 of 1972), the Government of
Kerala hereby declare that the said area of 227.97 km? except Mancheeri colony comprising of
2.50 Ha (0.025 km?) where the Cholanaikans reside whose rights are protected under the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (Ceﬁtral
Act 2 of 2007) as a Wildlife Sanctuary to be known as “Karimpuzha Wildlife Sanctuary”.

SCHEDULE
District s Malappuram
Taluk b Nilambur
Villages Karulai, Moothedam and Amarambalam
Name of Forests . New Amarambalam Reserve Vadakkekotta

Malavaram, Village Forest Committee item No. 9

Extent of area . 227.97 km?
(Except all teak plantations in the New Amarambalam Reserve Forest and Mancheeri tribal
hamlet 2.50 Ha.)
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Situations and limits

North—Starting from the point where the Korampuzha confluence with Punnapuzha and
runs along the Korampuzha along the left _bank towards eastern side and reaches Wapshare peak,
then runs along the interstate boundary of Tamil Nadu and Kerala (Nilgiri and Malappuram District
boundary) and reaches Mukkuruthy peak.

East—Thence towards southern side and reaches the Nadukani peak, along interstate
boundary of Kerala & Tamil Nadu. Thence runs again towards the southern side and reaches the

point where the interstate boundary touches Kottapuzha.

South—Thence towards western side along the left bank of Kottapuzha downstream side

and the confluence point of Cheriachanthodu with Kottapuzha.

West—Thence towards Northern side along the left bank of Cheriachanthodu towards
upstream side and reaches the peak at a height of 1265m and runs along the ridge and crosses
Cherupuzha and runs along the ridge towards north eastern side about 2.50 km and meets the peak
of Valiyanakuttymala, where Udanallathodu originates. Thence along the left bank of
Udanallathodu and up to the point where Udanallthodu confluence with Karimpuzha. Thence

towards the western side along the left bank of Karipuzha up to the point where Karimpuzﬁa
confluence with Cherupuzha at Saivila at distance about 1.50 km. Thence towards the north
eastern side along with boundary of teak plantation and natural forest and reaches the point where
the teak plantations boundary meets Karimpuzha. Thence along the left bank of Karimpuzha
towards downstream side and to the point where Thalippuzha confluence with Karimpuzha.
Thence along the left bank of Thalippuzha towards the upstream side about 1.50 km, the point
where teak plantation boundary divert from Thalippuzha. Therice towards north along the eastern i

side of teak plantations up to the point where Korampuzha confluence with Punnappuzha.

By order of the Governor,

SATYAJEET RAJAN, ‘
Additional Chief Secretary to Government.
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Explanatory Note
(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its general purport.)

Located in Nilgiri Biosphéte Reserve, the New Amarambalam Reserve Forests and
Vadakkekottamala Vested Forest with an area of 227.97 km? .is part of areas in the Western Ghats
of Northern Kerala noted for its unique assemblage of floristic and faunal elements. The rare and
endemic blending of many interesting floral elements makes this area one among the most
potential area to be considered for the long term conservation. The unique geographic location
and the rugged terrain with folds of hillé and deep valleys, as natural westward extension of the
Nilgiri hills’makes it a pristine landscape dotted with all major vegetation types of Southern India.
The sharp altitadinal gradient from 40m in the foot hills to 2554m at the crests is another

peculiarity of the area which provides myriads of habitats for the flora and fauna.

These forests harbour differént kinds of birds, butterflies, reptiles, mammals etc., especially
endemic to Western Ghats. The recent studies also reveal the importance of biodiversity of this
unique area which need long term conservation. Considering the above mentioned ecological,
floral and faunal, geo-morphological and natural significance, Government have decided to
constitufe the area of 227.97 km? as a Wildlife Sanctuary under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
(Central Act 53 of 1972). Itis ;ﬂso decided to exclude the 2.5 Ha. of forest land occul;ied by 52
families of Cholanaikkans, a very primitive race in Asia who reside in New Amarambalam Reserve
at Mancheeri in the interior forest, from the wildlife sanctuary notification and allow them to
exercise all right as provided in the Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (Central Act 2 of 2007) on the.said area.

This netification is intended to achieve the above object.
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