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V. ABDURAHIMAN Thiruvananthapuram
MINISTER FOR SPORTS-WAQF & 01/11/2021
HAJJ PILGRIMAGE-RAILWAYS, Sl

POSTS & TELEGRAPHS
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Dear Sri. Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi,

As part of the decision of the Union Government to reduce the Hajj
embarkation points in the country from 21 to 10, in the wake of the covid
pandemic, only Kochi International Airport was considered as Hajj embarkation
point in Kerala.

Majority of the Haji pilgrims of Kerala are from the northern part of the
State. The Kerala State Hajj Committee is functioning at the Hajj House
situated near International Airport, Calicut. The facilities and classes for the
Hajj pilgrims are provided at the Hajj House, which are based on the
International Airport ,Calicut. It is very much convenient for the pilgrims to
arrive at the Calicut International Airport for heading towards the Hajj House
to join the Hajj team.

The Covid situation in the country and state has changed for the better
recently. In the present circumstances | may request you to reconsider the
earlier decision and restore the status of International Airport, Calicut as
embarkation point of Hajj pilgrimage 2022,

Awaiting a favourable decision

Yours Sincerely,

——

V.A )a!'rrr?ian

Sri. Mukhtar Abbas Naguvi,
Hon’ble Minister for Minority Affairs
11" floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan.

CGO Complex. Lodhi Road, New Delhi -110003 e e s =

Office : South Sandwich Block, 3" Floor, Room No. 532
Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001

Phone-Office : 0471-2333526, 2327495 Mobile : 9400005600
E-mail . abdu.rahiman@kerala.gov.in min.sports@kerala.gov.in
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V. ABDURAHIMAN Thiruvananthapuram
MINISTER FOR SPORTS-WAQF &
HAJJ PILGRIMAGE-RAILWAYS, Date . 1811.2021

POSTS & TELEGRAPHS
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

458/L/M(S&W)2021

Respected Scindia ji,

This is to bring to your kind attention the hardships faced by the Hajj
Pilgrims from Kerala due to the decision to exclude Kozhikode (Calicut
Airport) as Hajj embarkation point and also the decision to stop operation of
wide body aircrafts from Calicut Airport.

As per the provisional guidelines for Hajj 2022, issued by the Hajj
Committee of India, only Kochi is retained as embarkation point in Kerala.
Kozhikode was excluded ecarlier due to the situation arising out of Covid
pandemic.

Reinstating Kozhikode as embarkation point for Hajj is highly essential
since 80% of the Hajj pilgrims are from Malabar area and Kozhikode is the
most convenient embarkation point for them. Hajj House is functioning there
and elaborate permanent infrastructure facilities have been made near the
airport to facilitate the movement of pilgrims.

It can be kindly seen that in the year 2019, total number of Hajj pilgrims
who travelled from Kozhikode & Kochi are as follows.

Kochi - 2750 (Quota) + 6760 (Private)
Kozhikode - 11059 (Quota) + 8092 (Private)

I would also like to invite your attention to the fact that wide body
aircrafts are not permitted operation from Kozhikode. This decision may also be
reviewed, so as to make the journey of Hajj pilgrims comfortable. Kozhikode
Airport is a profitable one and there were newspaper reports that the mishap
which occured on 7" August 2020 was not due to the shortcomings of the
airport but due to the lapse on the part of the pilot.

Office : South Sandwich Block, 3™ Floor, Room No. 532
Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001

Phone-Office : 0471-2333526, 2327495 Mobile : 9400005600
E-mail : abdu.rahiman@kerala.govin minsports@kerala.gowv.in




In this connection, I may inform you that a Minister level meeting was
‘held on 18/10/2021 to discuss various issues regarding Kozhikode Airport. It
was decided to request the Ministry of Civil Aviation to restart operation of
wide body aircrafts from Kozhikode.

It was also decided to bring to the notice of the Ministry, the necessity of
acquiring 284 acres of land for the development of Airport, including extension
of runway.

I would like to kindly look into the matters mentioned here and do the
needful to

. Permit operation of wide body aircrafts from Kozhikode Airport.

b. Make possible the development of Kozhikode airport, including runway .
c. Reinstate Kozhikode as Hajj embarkation point from this year.

In case if the Government feels that Kozhikode is not suitable as Hajj
embarkation point this year due to operational reasons, atleast Kannur airport
(KIAL) may be considered as Hajj embarkation point, which is most convenient
for Hajj pilgrims of Malabar area. KIAL is totally operational and it have all
infrastructure including 3500 mtr runway.

May kindly consider

With warm regards,

Yours Sincerely,
V.Aﬁﬁﬁ;}ﬁfhén

Shri. Jyothiraditya Scindia ji
Hon. Union Minister for Civil Aviation.



V. ABDURAHIMAN Thiruvananthapuram
MINISTER FOR SPORTS-WAQF &
HAJJ PILGRIMAGE-RAILWAYS, Date.......10/03/2022

POSTS & TELEGRAPHS
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

147/L/M(S&W)2022
Dear Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi Ji,

I would like to invite your attention to my letter dated 18/11/2021 and
our meeting during the month of December in connection with the
reinstatement of Calicut International Airport as Hajj Embarkation Point in
Kerala. But, You have expressed your difficulty on that point due to the

precaution maintained based on the Covid-19 pandemic protocols.

However, the covid situation in our country has changed drastically and
also Kerala has achieved 99% vaccination. So the State is looking forward for an

increased Hajj quota for our country and proportionally to our State.

Here, the Hajj preparatiohs, have been started by the State Hajj
Committee. In the last meeting | have taken with the State Hajj Committee on
08/03/2022, they have once again raised concern about the alteration in the
Hajj Embarkation Point from Calicut. During the previous years the Hajj Camp
has been facilitated at the Hajj House in Calicut district considering the
facilities available exclusively for the Hajj pilgrims and availability of Volunteers
Once again it is to bring to your attention that, the transportation of the Hajj
pilgrims and their luggages from the Hajj camp at Calicut to the Embarkation
point which is now proposed at Kochi International Airport is a hard task.

Reaching the embarkation point from the Hajj camp at Calicut within the

Office : South Sandwich Block, 3™ Floor, Room No. 532
Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001
Phone-Office : 0471-2333526, 2327495 Mobile : 9400005600

E-mail : abdu.rahiman@kerala.gov.in min.sports@kerala.gov.in



V. ABDURAHIMAN
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' MINISTER FOR SPORTS-WAQF &
. HAJJ PILGRIMAGE-RAILWAYS, i SRRt oo T N
/" POSTS & TELEGRAPHS
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA i

stipulated time would become a challenge and create inconvenience to the
pilgrims since a long distance has to be travelled via bus or by other means.
Now since the age limit has been relaxed for Hajj, a lot more old age people

are in the list of applicants from Kerala.

Hence, | would like to raise my request once again for considering the
reinstatement of Calicut International Airport at Karipur as Hajj Embarkation
point in Kerala for Hajj 2022 and also Kannur International Airport as a v

option for Hajj Embarkation, if the former one is not considered.
May Kindly consider once again
With warm regards & greetings

Yours Sincerely

Sri. Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,

Hon’ble Minister for Minority Affairs,
Government of India.

11" floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan.
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi -110003

Office : South Sandwich Block, 3™ Floor, Room No. 532
Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001

Phone-Office : 0471-2333526, 2327495 Mobile : 9400005600 V

E-mail : abdu.rahiman@kerala.gov.iin min.sports@kerala.gov.in
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