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BEFORE THE HONOURABLE HIGH COURT OF
- KERALAAT ERNAKULAM o

DBAR No. /2020

(IN THE MATTER OF TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD = 7
SPECIAL AUDIT REPORT ON THE AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS OF
PATTAZHY DEVI KSHETHRA SAMRAKSHANA SAMITHL
FOR THE PERIOD FROM 17.08.2014 TO 11.01.2019)

\ e
-  TK ANARDARIY iNAN
SENIOR GUVERNMENT PLEADER
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N . INDEX 5

1”‘“’“ | o

y 4 N SUBJECT Nt

[ INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF AUDIT , e
f { GENERAL REVIEW ‘ 02
e

. RECORDS PRODUCED FOR VERIFICATION

t 01 | Records not produced for verification

| 02 | Verification of receipts | o |
L _ , R
i 03 | Verification of Central Council Receipts with Daily Register - : o
l Short accounting - L.oss Rs. 40,901/-. S
| 84 | Verification of Central Council Receipts - P
: Original and Duplicate receipt missing ‘
05 | Central Council Receipts - Not recorded in Daily rea,rsru oe
06 'The amounts and landed property in possession of the samithi - ; EN
Not handed overto Devaswom Fund - Urgent steps needed. P
07 | Kumbha Thiruvathira Ulsavam - ‘Light & Sound’ - 7
Excess payment Rs. 10.000/- | |
08 | Sadyalayam service charge - Excess payment Rs. 73,200/« . Rk
09 -] Meena Thiruvathira Kambam Vazhipadus - Nnnfcxecuu(}n A
L of Agreement - Advance paid -
Entire amount lost - Rs. 3.00,000/-
10 | Huge expenses for Court cases against the samithi -
11| Huge expeaditure towards Light and Sounds without i

____| guotation and agreement - Objected Rs. 15,45,548/-
12 | Maramath works (Consuruction of retaining wall besides
the path towards Sadyalayam) without quotation and agreement,

13 | Huge ampounts were spent on painting

14 | Exorbitant Expenditure towards Ponkala Ad\'cF{i;'._emcm T
| 15 | Lapses on the part of Devaswom officials in furnishing P
TecOras -
18 | Advances pending adjustments AR
17| Huge amounts spent on vehicle Hire charges
18 | Office equipment’s purchased and other valusbles - Ti
l Not handed over to Devaswom authoritics. i
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KERALA AT ERNARULAM

DBAR No. /2020

CUNCEHE MATTVER OF TRAVANCORFE, DEVASWOM BOARD -
NUECIAL AUDET REPORT ON THE AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS OF
FATTAZILY DEVI KSUETHRA SAMRAKSHANA SAMITHI
FOR THE PFRIOD FROM 17.068.2014 TO 11.01.2619)

Sricke SUDARSANAN
Nawme of Ofticers Rt\\pummlo Joind Divector of Kersla Stute Audit Dcpmumni
for the conduet of Awdit Travancore Devaswonm Board e\mlu

Thirvvane mlh eI,

TIME TAKEN FORAUDITY 11.03.2019 1o 21.03.2019

OFFICERS RESPONSIRLE:
L SAMITI

CLYSECAR. Arun - President Pattazhy Devi Kshethea Samrakshana Samit-i.
(Residential Address-Asha Bhavan, Brathvadaky, Pattazhy, PO0)

121 5. KN R Karmachaadran Pillat - Secretary Pattazhy Devi Kshethra
Samrakshana Samithi.
(Residential Address- Kavitha, Maruthumon Bhagam, Pattuzhy. PO

{3} S8 Harvesh Kumare-Teeasurer Pattazhn Devi Kshetbra Sacrakshana S,
(Residential Address- Harcesh Bhavan, Thazhahuvadukku, Pattazhy.

Vadakkekam PO

1 DEVASWON

(1 Nub Group Chticer, Pattazhy
(2} Assistnt Devasw e Commissioner, Nolieanhars

INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF AUDIT

This olhiee had submitted 8 :apccini';uldil_rcpur} o venication of accounts of
Patazhy Devi Kshethra Samrakshany Samithi and the non-submission of aecounrs by
the Siee Devi Vikasam llmdu Matha Convenuion Chentinuls sngam betors ihe
Honourable High Court ol Keraln in DBAR No. /2012 on07, 12,12,

Subsequently the toenourble High L‘Ounlu{ rerada vide order dated 28558

HEY

in DBAR No. 2 of 2012, DBP Ne. 120 of 2011 and WPC No, 11411, 16324 o 7o -




# | )
,r‘.' dipeeted this ofiice o conduct an aud
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it on the accounts of Patt

Qamraksrana Samithi as well as the additional respondents 6 to 10. !

No. 120 of 2011 to p!.xcc. all the relevant records in
_-cx'pcmii.ium of the amounts to audit. In the judgemun {he Hor
dirceted the Samithi 10 hand over fixed deposit, balance amount. 11 bank =a:':‘_c‘0un.§ 'g\'ﬁd
the landed propeny to the Devaswom. After this ordcr of thé I*:i't)rtou:;ablc lfi‘glm-jc.éx:ﬁ

a new Femple Advisory Commiltee was constituted on 31. 01,2019 vndu RQC ‘\lo
1654/ 18NS 1 died 31.01.19 of the Commissioner, '['ruvm'morc Dwaswnm 3oard

in the above circumstances this office conducted an audit of Pattazhy Devi

vepart is sbmitted hercwith.

GENERAL REVIELW

O’ verification of the accounts of Paltazhy l)t.n Kshethra Samrakshana
“'iami-l.jrk for the p;:riod‘ from 17.08.2014 to 11.01.2019, it was seen that the major
" arfhymdm of Pattazhy Devaswom like Kdmbam Ponaata, Chuttuvilakku vazhipadu
etc were m;r‘wd out by the Samiihi. ‘Thiese vazhipadus and ulsavam (sponsorsiip.
auction of wemple prense land ctc) were the major sources of income of the Samithi,
Sealed cpupons were issued. by Travaneore Devaswom Board _t‘t.\r Kambam and
Pusgakx vazhipadus. Allthe colleciions were accounted o e Daily register through
£ cmm Eeasniil Rucc&pts Amounlrexpcnded using \ sochers were also accoun.té:d in
Pady register. }luge amounts were collected and experded by the Samithi fur
rmg'mf sduramath works like covering the Nalarr,\bamm i e ROt sanctorum

with Cruapor Shicets, jlowever no records related o the st woohs ware produced for

A, Assistunt Devaswom Commissioner, Kottarasa ura &l wswed sealed counsng

for thds parpose. Transactions in this rega

l‘ut:tutmh o the Samithi. Lven though audit req

a/hy Dm Kshcthra e
€ a'.h'd_IZ"S in DBP
dmmn to the colltctlon'rand

mumblg ihgh Court

K shethra Sarnrakshana Samithi for the penod from 17.08.2014 to 11.01.2019 and the

rd were pot fuin reflected i the Baek

Wsfin T ERd CTAJUENES Were served 10
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nter foils of used coupnm unused coupons: rclatmg 10 Lhc abovu wm s

¢re not furnished.
Recej L, - S e e
ipt and. payment accounts. budget cte for audit period were not furnished: -

c":(:n ai‘te aysaed N N . . . . ) .-
r repeated requests.  Stock registers of central council receipis, office

1tgre, utensils etc were also not furnished, Many an expenditure were not seen

-authorised by the coinpetent authority and nolﬁ‘oulcd‘-through bank, Mér'zmm"th works

like painting and maintenance were carried owt ih a piecemeal manner which fzad 10
CXCess expenditure.

RECORDS PRODUCED FOR VERIFICATION

1n LOI’R&L(]UCULL to the Audit Rt:qmmtmn and Fnquiry, the Sub Group Officr,

Pattazhy and the office bearers of the Samxthl furnished the iollowmg rcmrdt

i b Daily Registers and corresponding ledgers from 17.08.13 10 1-1,01.]9
"2) " Cenual Council receipts T
| - Receipt No. From 7601 1o 14000

[Except 9801-9900, 10301 = 10500, 1060} - 1::940)

Vouchers from  4/14 (o 1/19

Ponkala unused coupons
1194 ME : Rs. 70 [Book No. 23 ~ Receipt No. 2232.2300)
Rs. 150 [Book No. 9 — Receipt No. 823-0u]

Kambam Coupons

- Rs. 50 [Book No. 26 - Receipt No. 234426040

Rs. 100 [Book No. [38 - Receipt INo. 137 3R
Rs. 150 [Book No. 9 - Receipt No. 838-904]
Rs. 200 {Book No. 26 — Receipt No. Z:JD-JMf}
Rs. 250 |Book No. 13— Receipt No. } 293 1 100
Rs. 500 [Book No. 2 — Reveipt No. SH97-5247)

1000 [Book No, 34 - Receipt No. 33563407 Unused Coumons
Rs, 2000 [Book No. § Receips No. d6-2)
Rs. 5000 [Book No, 3~ Receipt No. J31-~
Rs. 5000 {Book No. 4 - Receipt NO, 3]
Rs. 10600 [Book No. 2 — Receipt No. 174305
. Rs. 10000 [Book No. 3 - Receipt No. 01-3)
B Toml snimments of Alc No. 990333361 in I Bare, Pamaziny and
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. 1.¥ecords not produced for ver.iﬁc_ﬂt;idn

"“?f,

- The following -tcc<ifdsfdctails' were Vnol‘ produced._Ef“griifeﬁ'ﬁcati(?'n":
gven after the repeated requests.

1 Récc_:ipl and payment account for the period !'mn? 2014 0 2019,

2) Budgef for the period from 2014 10°2019.

3} Stock register of central council receipt hooks.

4} Stock register of sealed coupons, counter foils of used coupoas and wmused
‘coupons of Kambam. Poukala vazhipadu from 2014 1 2019 [cxcépt those
mentioned in the varlier para),

* 5) Stock register of sealed coupons, couater {ols of used COUp@tllS and unused

coupons with regards to covenng copper sheet 10 Natambalam and Sreekovil.

6) Central council receipis

i (a) 9801 10 9900

(b} 10301 to 10400

: () 10401 10 10300
(@) 10601 to 10700
(¢} 1070} 1o 10800
() 10801 to 10900

7 Files, M. Book and refated documents ot:';m\?.-g of cogper sheet to S’rcckuvil
and Chuttambalumn. ~

8) Cheque Issue Register and Counterloils of chngues.

9) Stock registor of office fumiture, equipment xad odher mxssenls.

10) Ledgers of bii’and other pooja articles relamnz 1:- Cratesilaiku,

i 1) Details of other M aramath works exccuted be e Sassztu during the audit
period.

12) Agreement executed by the Samithi for Kazzbers vazmpadu. light and sound,
programme ctc,
The Pattazhy Devi Kshethra Samraksham Semefn shocid submil the above

mentioned records except SL No.. 7 and the Deveywewn sboiid furnish the records
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. Hnnﬂlhl o e Devaswom were roguiested m'i,'umish the rccn'rds.:yidc Ir No.
LI/ 2000 ditesdt PLOS2009, Audlt Enguiries No. 1/13.03,19, No. 2/14.03.19
Wk No LG 09, For this ihe Huh‘ Gironp Offieer, .Putlu.?;hy had informed that
M e availahte records higd been submitled mnd letiers were sent to Assistant
Devaswang Commisaioner, Kattarkkara ind Assistmt Engineer. Maramath wing,
Kattarabhara 1o furnod refuted recartds which were unavailable in the Devaswon,

, Fha Susithi Peesident intormed th uwl'lnin.rcc‘u‘.rd:i were in the Sa;xi'iil'xj.ulfﬁw

4

- which was scaicd) by Devasiwom on 11,0119,

]

§ - A Yerileation of receipty

! .
ii ‘ Centrnl - Couneil Revedprs ~wore osed by ahie Puttaztry  Pevi Kshcthra
; Swnrakehin Sumithi o colleet donation from the devotees for various PUFDORLE,
| Pally colfeedon from e sale o various coupons such as Kambam vazhipudus
i Panhulo vizhipudus cle were abso recorded in these reccipts. The colleetion through
; thene receipts were then aceounted By the Daily Register {amoub adfl). On verification
E 7 ‘ . .

of the Reecipts, the Tollowing irregubaritics wore noticed.

S Yerdfiention of Central Couneil Reccipts with Daily Repister -
Short accountlng - 1.oss Ry, 40,901/-,

On varification of the Central Council Recepts with Daily Registor, the
folliwing short aceountings were notieedl,
ST Cenernl Hem ' Amount Ameunt© Shon
Niv U Couneld | Leoliected i T actounied ()
Rewipt " central council Datly Register
No. & Dale _ feeeips R s ' '
OF 1100800 | Ulkavethura Kambam AR s00 0 Tal
1RO 10 {RATVOOKNG dmile) =
| receipton 18,03,16 | . ]
024 110w | Awnadhanam Donaton | oot T T RELT
| 13,0416 | .' |
{ ISR U R . o AA-'t.‘:»::%"'i

’PI\A ahusid aoccundinn A8 D Alvaenty L . 1 o

REV-DEV3/39/2022-REV . : 5

. “ noned iy “.‘il. No. 4, 5and 7. The Pattizhy Devi KShcli}ra_:---S.t)xiiﬁuRSHa’n';k
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4. Verifieation of Central Council Receipts—Qriginal and Duphcate L

On verification of Central Council Receipts 'md Dally reyster the Ongm“j ane
duplicate copy of the. rcw:pt No. 1090 2/09 03.16 was seen missing in lhé concernd
receipt book and also the collection through this rc‘cr:épt was not éwOUﬁTed: R
-dai:‘}' register,  Henee the exact amount collecied using this receipl ?’01!!(1. pet b
ascertaincd. | |

5. Central Council Receipts — Not recorded in Daily register

On verification of Daily register, it was noted thai the collecuon thrbugh the
Central Council recéipis- No. L0388, 10848 were not accounted in the Daily .r'egis’te.s‘.l
The receipts books bearing the above m-énliom;d.r;cw:ip;s were not submitted for
audit.  In this circumstance audit could not ascerwain the unaccounted ar-sun:
collected wsing the ab(wc mentioned receipls, Semithi may be instructed 10 s+

the concerned rcccipt books for audit.

6. The amounts and I.mdcd property in possession of the samithi - Not hsicod
over to Devaswom Fund - Urgent steps needed. ‘ :

The following landed property and Bau_)}. baleriz src wa the possession o ¢

Pattazhy Devi Kshethra -Sammkshupa Samithi. The Samighi kxs 67 cents of 1 (eEN

property vide deed No. 2049/2007 dated 13.12.07 As pev dia bank staremepr: o
Pattazhy Devi Kshethra Samrakshana Samithi has e Bl ~aTe2 IO IR L QL

“bank aceounts,

[ SI. T Name of Bank  Accounl _—"‘\r;w_m o D s Remmarks

No. Na. (Rs. v EFius :
- OF | Pattazhy Service 313 2405 1T 85 b aa Lomder the ¢us i‘\
b Coroporaiive Bunk | i preeus s i
( 02 FD TR dalG i - frevikeni - ¢

03 Federal Bank, 113001 00008052 217822 2144 230910 i
: Pavazhy o S :
;..........._..‘.-._... e e e s s | — . e i . ——

nA Al Tanl 000331361 VO l86 37 0Y % U RAT the custie i
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) Ot of this hunk buinnw. o umnlun‘l of Ru. .170()(!/'-‘. u)a; !mnﬂfﬁmdm A
‘thwwnm secount by (e pruu:l Samithi on H (.19 (Indtan ﬂ:mk) The former
plemdcnt ol the Sumithi hs requested o the Secretry - Puttazhy Service Co-
perative Bank (S1. No, | & 2) und the Marmut.'r. Federal Bank, Pattazhy (.Sl..' No, 3 |
to hand over the amounts 1o i)i.‘\r‘ﬂﬁ\&'tl”! authorities vide letter dited 18,601,719, Inthe
fettee duted 1601 19 40 the Assistont Pevitssworn (,‘ommissiuncr. Kottarakkara lhc

President of the present Samitli has ex m.md lus willingness 1o lmm! aver the
J 1

landed pmpm} urider their possession (o the I)ummmn fut the runuining

dimounts exeepl R 17.000 - and he landed praperty haven't heen transferred to i
Devaswom till the date of audit. onourabic High Count.of Kerala ordered in WP
(C) No. 11411 of 2016 daled 28.03,18 fo transier all the records of the accounts Linld
fixed deposits, along w .ilh the amount I‘cﬁ in the said aceount 1o the Devaswon

within onc month.

Urgent steps needed by Devaswom authorities 1o get ransferred the landed

Ry e or

property and the amounts in the bank accounts to l‘-)ex;u-wom fund. The Assisiant

i Devaswom Cummissioncr_. Konarakkara and Sub Group Officer. Pauazhy should
: p
;i expedite this process and fulfill the orders of 1 fonourable High Court of Keralat in this !
i regard, - |
qg Verification of Expendigure ' :
? rxpenditurey wer‘e incurred using vouchers and recorded m Daily register.
£ | ) :
* While verifying the expenditure vouchers during dats porsod.  the following
g : S
: ' irregularities were noticed. ' ;
L 7. Kumbha Thiruvath"im U‘ba\'am—‘ldiﬂht-&rsoundf-{m payment Rs.10,0007-
During the Kumbha Thiruvathira Ulsas am 1H91 ME) kght and sound was
: _ £
provided by Valiyaparambil sound, Mylapra, Pathassmsvezs, e e though there was ' z
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| ! ,d;., it
Sy, v verifieation nf these vouchers 11 -was nticed thu! M/s: V““Y“"“””"!"’ ”’”"
/ paid R, 1,60.000/- for thix purpone. Puymont detils are ‘4“""" h"'”w
VnuLhu No.& | Amount | Amount l'(') I‘Ex_t‘-cs-isd /\multnf'
Date Paid (Rs) | e parid (Rs) Puid (1ts) i
I {
i ‘ | ' |
440/14,02.16 ool :
| CS06R102. 06 T 1200000 | sgo0n | 10,001 |
0177820416 )LD
P Total 1 100,000 | !

Hence this excess payment n! Rs, In me to M's Vidiyspurambil woundds,

Mylapra may be recovered Trom Ure office bearers of the Samithi and semitted 1o
Devaswom Fund,

8, Sadyalayam seryice charpe ~ Excesy puyment R, 25,2040/

Fven though the Sadyaluynm i under the ;mm;&iem ol Travancore
l')u-vaswmn, |‘;ourd: service charge and Security deposit fe,‘»r‘-!rhc use ol Sadyalaym
were seen cobected by the Samiithi and included in respective dnlly regpisior

| (moudamd).  The sume wis also seen expended by :he’ Samiths for the .sami pur‘jnm:_
During  verilication of the souchers, the fulh"-‘mg doubic pavment towands
S;ldyEllllylll]i service charge for the smneperiod was nitsced

SI, 1 Voucher No/date Period of service - Amoust Crvecs detad
No. p.nd {Ks»

0l 621/17.5.1% . H! 8. I(J!U 16.8, ” 25 2 w rimary Saeasannoen
Yevas Saduthorn

|
! 02 | 649206.18 Da L 250 Do
Hence the exeess puyment of Rs, 25,200/ mas be reconered trom the oflice

hearers of the Samithi and remitied to Devaswom fusd

9, Meena Thiruvathira Kamban: Yozhipadps-New-saecwtion of Agreemient-
Advance pald — Entire amount lost - 135, 3,00,000:-

Kambum vazhipadu was the major vazhipade w Pagarn Devaswom sk

was carricit out by the Kshethro Sumrokshana Saastha — For performnng il
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1 Y
e ,-”“9 Ninidtht i1 g thwlthni I aremige Hiswiik wwfh Mn t i), ””;,/,. Lii M
Ventmailin, il Vewdi, ki il Hii. Ul Fennin, ,twuum lmm
g | Kazhakutinm werg it il work @0 W LU0 el e sk nu

Rreement exveuted By s regaed with 1oty 1he Inlividiite  For thie ;nn-pnw"mr
el of Na Lot an erult Wi piven pa wdvaiier Ao bidly Huskn soifrgetone,

Details of ndvinee paid e Rhven below

Sl Woacher Nuo [ & Adidieey Alpuanl
N, & Drle ' T
B3 SADOROY 16 1 St ™ Vonumnlinn, Hirmdasila v esddin, Nuikiily Lan iy
0 | SKLQ7H 1 5 iy
O3 | s46/11.03 (6 el Vil Bt Santn tisas bsliak b Fani Uﬁfl '
1l ST b ‘ - rii“ﬁ”
Totnl ' . ik, Uﬂﬂ i

e vvent propused i FL04 6 wie cancelled e Wi of !‘u!lmgul

tragedy ovcorred o ili“/\pt‘ll AT, Paiw bo Ow araxiention of agierent wirh fhi
conceried individuala, the entire advape wionn pond e Be L0000/ v Jost.

The Joss sustnined iy be minide poad T e ofVicoe bearere ot the siaimithis sndl

remiltted to Devasseorn Fund

-.g}ﬁf;; f&!‘ﬂ;ﬁf Sy

ik

HELE

Onverilication of Daily repister and vopchers i w ootn 5 than huge amounts
were spent i degab add, de, for conducting lepal Gises agadant e Sacssahy $detasls ar e

given below,

\i vai.“.;hﬂ' Np Particulars o ' NP
Noy & Dae o Fand
) ¢ ‘
(}I“”’_ H/)U (08, I‘v o Advoeate. Iwn for cave in P"“..‘?‘Lﬁ_ﬁ""‘ ) A A
02 | 63972204, 16 | Advocate fees for Cuke in Thgh € ot - aueem ghven 15000
: L o ADARUN, Presidert Samige -
03 L 7IG2L0816 T Advocuie feus for custs i 1igh € o o g+ e rm
AR, Anm.l'mmw IR
L V0816 !‘lmlmnpylng charge of opal comes - 7,000,
Tos 7W(J" 060,160 Advocate Tee for case i High Count . amcmast ysm DR

o A R. Artin, Pressaom W 15,000 ‘
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was used for entirely diflerent purpose, 1e for conducting ¢ase¢
which is inadmissible. Thus the huge amounts spend towards legal cases would have

been utilized for the development of Pattazhy Devaswom.

1. Huge expenditure towards Ligh
asreement — Objected Rs. 15,45,948/-

Huge amounts were spent on light and sound during various festivals and

Ponkala as per ledger. These amounts were given tot

to spent large amounts withoul inviting comp

The following amounls Were spent on light and sounds during the audit

apreement.
period.
oI ME | '4?52}'_@
MTT@ET\KITM'M—EM 200
[193ME | 5385300
{194 ME 72.000 |

An amount of Rs. 15,45.948/- spent On !

for want of compcli-livc,quuwtion and agreement.
o wall besides the path towards

math works (.Construction of retainin

2. Mara truct
JS—;dxalaxam[ without guotahon and agreemcnt. |
inash. Nirmalyam. pattazhy lor the

96.000/- was paid to.Sri. Av
ds Deyaswor $adyalayam.

A total of Rs.
ini 't ' waor
construction of retaining wall ot path 1o
scuted with
tuined in this work. There was akso DO szrecment exec

P

450 | L3ME
oy | | :
\?% J 0:8; 28/2.9.17 Advocate fee _
R - 120/9.10.17_| Advocate fee to Sti. J-Bahuleyan
o f 226/10.12.17 Advacate fee 10 Sri, J.Bahuleyan }
f} 1194 ME
¥ I . |
i I 3/21.08.18 Advooate fee - case in High Court of Kerala 50,000 §4.
12 | 45/21.09.18 e : 50l
13 1 153/10.12.18 = et "::5’060'?1‘;25?
14 | T64/180218 [ A A 75.000 ‘
1S | 1s%oso0lte LT T 50001 |
| ’ [ N s
e - __Total | 1,98 500 ¢ &
The amount contributed by the devotees in the name of Pattazhy Devaswonm=

s against Samithy, '{

¢ and Sounds without guotation and !

he same person. It is improper

etitive quotations. and executing proper

ight and sound is held under objecuion

i
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o
,g/" ngrecment,

Aot ol amount was sea sp

shown helow.

The fund of the

were done as a single work., after ngse

VA P
(A., Fhe Sumithi Cohgdue

B8 priecemenl manng

| R ¥oucher No &

Nuo, . Prate

01 W0S01.02.16

02 V003,02 16
O3 L ms02,16

(4 423710.02. T

05 430/12.02.10

06 i Jif)/')b_‘(_)’ 1o

' 07 530/04.03.16

08 | S89/31.03.16

091 620120416 |

13 Big

1 821

2 B2S
K 837

14 L0800

15 20806 |

16 S/23.08,16
______ o

170 0/24.0%. 16

18 L1/25.08.16

19 13/26,08.16

20 18/29.08.16

21 | 20300806
22 ~30005.09). 16 | -
23 1 TTAE9.00, 6

4 0 45/0.9._,09., 6
25 | S5, 09.10
J200) 0 61/12,09.0¢6
_“31 o ()"/!7 UU 1() Ll
8 92(9.3_19 6

20 P304T1L06

30 525/18.04.17

ted muny Mapnl works lke

CNMadhubes ot

r(n','l")c: al Secretan P[Jk ‘»S

Samithi cowld have been

enlon painting works, Al these worky were dune

Powithout proper assessment. Details of this expenditire nre

Nue o € antrastun
' (R )
I, UUU
‘S (Nm }
5 uuu
4 (K)H
30000 ,
) ﬁ,Q(Jf} ;
2.000 |
H (HHJ

1%, UUU i
0, 35(} !
3. |()(}

AK trdér "

N Mndhu Ik-u

N Mudhu I}cnpwm
N M:lcihu Devi pacae

TN Mndhu vt iwm . ) ! Ay
- N.Madhu s F )i SR L1 N
N N Mﬂdhu [)n vpesars AL
~ N Mndhu l>cn ity Tuaw
A K' lridu\ Pmu‘ta L
belil[ﬂ\h Simosh im:wg___“_ L A
N.Madhu.Devs poamey L)
o NMudhu Ihaw IR P 1Y
N Mad]:u I)cu;u_zgesm _ 28]
__N___M_._i(._!hu | %=y B 1.2
N.Madhaq. Dc_s)_ o
N.Mudhu, i)cnp;.gj_._ o 4000
AN fm e 4 {HJH .
Tota) , I 'H 700

and after executing proper agreements,

thiw withont proper quetation misd

/‘.nmunl f

sved if Al thes piecemenl works

SSINg regu et s, wrough quotation/iender

i - Lt
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I, Exurbltant Eapenditnre towig o l‘,.’.mt!m.lmzl,mliﬁm

HO2 Ml Paetind b e whiown blow,

M1,

No.

{1
(12
(e
{1
R
TS
1y
1
(a9
iRy
iy
[2
P

I
16
1
¥
14
)

]

2

ey
-

"-..2

A amount ol Ry

W yeais: This oatruyagant expendituie shiows tha the

Youehr Mo, &
T
0N L
(e(n’?l I
Y "/H frge
2000361 1
s ny gy,
IR 1t
VO LOL 16
UIJ.’ID UI iy
L27/1000 11,
RRTRANITI TS
[RIT RN IRINTN
WYH2I 0 40
YELI26.00 1

W3/08,02 16
AGTAVLAL 160
VT 02,00
SKROSLO 4 10
(;us/(mm 1)
«“/05 Uh 1o
(447180116

HU/I() ot

| w}m 10
: IHUHH S

05715, I 206
’)4a
205007, (H A
250/09,01.17

285
206/21.0)
20972101

301/01, (J"

etails

Flex boania 7
Ponknlis conpon distibution
Eompon pritning
Flex bourd printing

Advertisemen

Printing of stichers
Advertisement in lecal channc)
/\nmmm ement
Pkl hmugumuny Nolice
‘p‘r I_IIHIJB“
Atnouncerngn) ‘

e

Advedisement m logal t.h.m_qd_ B

f: fex bchud

i

1.

Ponkaly sy ertisemnent
Announcement yehiele
Il x j:nrmng
onkaly Announ. erient
Nottee Printing
I'ley Prinung
Flex l’:mlmg trwx\pwwwﬂ_
Flea I’mumg '

Advertisument bex boards

Ponkaly Ad\ L'nm:mml

Fonkala ady crusement
Total

propricty while handling e fund of the Samithi,

Asmount

{Ky.)

#.000) 1

0000 ;

1,006 .
HOLHHY )
i, L0
lﬂ){)
7 r;rm
1% UUU ‘
4 Dy
‘H}U
7. )“(J

R
6900
1,00
ﬁ_,(-)f)f)"g
2]
5100
Ko

i
.f;_"=l'l’i
I
FA AN
mw

2,16,810

Samithi lacks finuncial:

10,000 |
40001

B

AAORIO was spant on the advenisement of Poithaly for 2
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J . B
Q.J_ There is serious lapse on the part of Devaswom officials cspecially from *;

¢ issistant Devaswom Commissioner, Kottarakkara in providing records for audit.

e REV-DEV3/39/2022-REV

s5es on the part of Devaswom officials_in furnishing records

B

Audit Enquiry No. 01 dated 13.03.19 and Audit Enquiry No. 02 dated 14,03.19 were
served 10 Assistamt Devaswom Commissioner. Kouarakkdra through Sub Group

Officer, Pattazhy for producing the details of the sealed coupons for copper sheet

covering of Sreckovil and Nalambalam and Kambam and Ponkala vazhipadu ilems.

Ak —_— =y
o LR TE L 5L I imen I
T RN T T A S ety o,

. ma 2 Sl - -, o

EVRITAT, gtk d SEtr CIE Vast s Lo
WP S - & 3 S ks 3 oy s T oy |

o, PR LA T &7 =3
Y by v e m—— prowY 2 - o g e I H S5

P Qe L A ol Pedes P KT AT T A LIS

Stock register of receipls, Receipts and Payments accounts. counierfoils of used

.
oo A

Tk

eorgr L
gl g Py
s

coupons, unused tickets. cte were requested vide above mentioned coquirics. In the

reply 10 Audit Enguiry No. 1. the Sub Group Officer, Pattazhy stated that details have
‘ -

been sought from Assistant Devaswom Commissioner Konarakkara. But Assistant

Devaswom Commissioner, Kottarakkara has  neither fumished any documents

demanded nor provided any reply in this regard. Assistant  Devaswom

Comimissioner, Kottarakkara should have obtained all the above documents of cach

year before sealing the coupons for the following years. Hence there is serious lapse
on the part of Assistant Devaswom Comumissioner. Kouarakkara in fumishing

records,

o,

R P D B e et R s
PN = e
ST Tiartat A e s v S T T

Zirie &,
PR T

16. Advances pending adjustments

On verification of daily register and vouchers it we: noticed that 8 Jot ot

oy

advances were given. But these advances haven't been sattied.  Details of advances

oo ik e Y

given are shown below. /,’ b i;
st iy .|
L gttt biged
. T £ 41 FEE
6.1 Voucher No. ‘ Purposc Recipient © Amount :ﬁ% i?h’ 3
No. & Date i (Rs.) .,E;.i}.f"x
For arranging food during Sri. Sethulal, Gonvener | - | Al
01 | 502/21.02.16 \ . ) g ' . : EIREIHE &
{ Kumbha thiruvathira festival 2016 Food Committee 39'0(‘0 : T
| 523/20.02.16 ‘l s - 5,300 b ek
565/17.03.16 | For Kambam license Sr. Sambu. Convener |, o

\ _ Nambim Committee .
| 378125.03.16 P 1 775000
| 05 | 585/29.03.16 7 , | =TT 6000
’ \ Q06 \ 641/14.04.16 Fw-mg&ng food during Mecna S Scthulal. Convener

Thinn athira Festivat 2016 of Food Commitiee

02
\ 03
| 04

20,000 |

———
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658/19.04.16 {  Aanadhanam Preparation I 30'0(?9._.’??, T
665/25.04.16 " I " C ] 6,000 | T d:
815/09.08.16 Rumn%*zm.z?mnsam Karkidaka
Kanji arrangement o - < i
] o ' “Total - | 1,41,500 | sy

" 1 32000

advance or recover the unsettled emount [rom the oftice bearers responsible.

17. Hupe amounts spenf on vehicle Hire chinrges .

=

ey T e 1=
s

On verification of daily repister and expenditure vouchers. ot of amounts

i S
were seen spent on vehicle hire chorges. Certain examples are shown below, S
SI. | Voucher No. Purpose 1 Amount B
No. & Date . ' i iRs) | ﬁﬂé
01 | 31/31.08.15 ! High-Count Emakulam 4.500'1 Rl
02 | 82/2509.15 & Navayikulam Devaswom (o sccihc paintings svork | 2.300 1 - ‘F%E
related 1o providing copper sheet to Nalambalam . 1?' ifi :
03 | 83/25.09.15 To attend hearing of Devaswom Commrissioner 3,400 s.“:ﬂ e
04 | 378/03.02.1¢ TDD oflice related Pongala and Ulsovam matters - 6.000 % i
05 Szgll_ﬁlimﬂ Vehicle charge in conavction with meenokambam 3.800 4‘2’{- afe
06 1 2a3/i81 14 High Court Emakutam T so0000
07 | 998/6.8.14 TDB Office -~ 2,000
08 | 1028/13.8.14 TDB Office 2.300
09 | 900/17.7.15 1 TDB Office ' 2.300
10 | BRO/L7IS High Coun Emakulam 3000
T 9830715 ~ TDB Office 200
12 | 996/13.5.15 | High Court Eenakulam T
Ty eTaRTe s L iDBOMes TR
14 |, 950/7.8.15 | TDB Oflice 2850
[ 20/28.8.17 TR Oflice 2.
16 | 60/21.9.17 | Travelling expensc paid to Sri. Suresh Gopi in 10.600
connection with Nalambalam inauguration
{7 84/26.9.17 Teavelling expense for inviting Sri.Suresh Gopi 6.400
in conncction with Nalambalam inauguration '
18 | 293/25.1.18 TDD Office CTTTTAa66
19 | 3226218 ! TDB Oflice T 1300
As per the ledger of 1191 ME (17.08.15 10 16.08.16) an ‘amount of

Rs. 53,070/- was spent an vehicle hire chargeé. Samithi could have been faken mome

financial propriety in incumring such expenses.




18. Office equi

pPments purchased and

Devaswom authoritjes.

other valuables — not banded over tj;;j Al R

helow,
gl.—ﬁanﬂhifmpnéhu No. & Date | B [tem Amount (Rs.)
) Ql 116/08.10.15 Computer 25,000
02 o

17031y

“‘Modem i T 21)6_(—)_[

Delails of items handed over by the earbier Samithi o Sri. K.R
Karmachandran Pillai, General Secretary of the Samithi on 10.02.12. {As per llll_?;:;r

e S
acknowledgement receipt  furnished by the president of earlier  Samithiig iy

Invertor was purchased helore audit period

Sri, C. Gopalakrishnan Nair).

1
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

All these items were not seen handed over to Devaswom Board. Devaswom:’

]

Devaswom,

Dated this the

Gold chain (1)

- Earring pants (2)
Silver item (12)
Astabandham (4)

90 gm Silver (2 Nagapathi)

Computer and Printer

’

25”' day of June 2020.

KERALA STATE AUDIT DEPARTMENT
TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD AUDIT

JOINT DIRECTOR

THIRUYANANTHAPURAM
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- IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM
PRESENT:
' TRE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE P.R. RAMACHANDRA MENON |
THE HONOURABLE MR&. JUSTICE R. NARAYANA PISHARADI
WEDNESDAY, THE 28TH DAY OF MARCH 2018 / 7TH CHAITHRA, 1940
CBP.No. 120 of 2011 |
PETITiONER:

DEVOTEES OF PATTAZHI DEVI KSHETHRAM
PATTAZHI P.O., KOLLAM-691 522.

BY ADV.P. RAMACHANDRAN

RESPONDENTS:

1. TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD
REPRESENTED BY THE SECRETARY, NANTHANCODE
THIRUVANANTHAPRUAM-695 003.

2. THE DEVASWOM COMMISSIONER
TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD,
NANTHANCODE,
THIRUVANANTHAPRUAM-695 003,

3. THE ASSISTANT DEVASWOM COMMISSIONER
TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD, KOTTARAKKARA.

4. THE DEVASWOM OFFICER
PATTAZHI DEVI TEMPLE,
PATTAZHI P.O. KOLLAM-691 522.

5. THE SECRETARY
PATTAZHI DEVI KSETHRA SAMRAKSHANA SAMITHI
PATTAZHI P.C., KOLLAM-691 522.

ADDL. 6. C. GOPALAKRISHNAN NAIR [PRESIDENT]
KULANJIKOMBIL VEEDU, ERATHUVADAKKU
PATTAZHI P.O.

ADDL. 7. PUTHUSSERI GOPALAKRISHNAN [GENERAL SECRETARY]
PUTHUSSERIL, NADUTHERI, PATTAZHI P.O.

ADDL. 8. B.HAREESH KUMAR [TREASURER]
HAREESH MANDIRAM, CHELIKKUZH! P.O.

ADDL. 9 K.G. REMANAN [VICE PRESIDENT]
AYIRQOR VADAKKETHIL, THAZHATHU VADAKKU P.O. i
PATTAZH|I VADAKKEKKARA,

ADDL.10. B. DINESH KUMAR [JOINT SECRETARY]
PADMALAYAM, METHUKUMMEL, THAZHATHUVADAKKU P.C.

[CONTD...]]
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ADDL. 11. G. PRABHAKARAN PILLA|
DEVIPRABHA, THAZHATHUVADAKKU P.O.
PATTAZHIVADAKKEKKARA.

ADDL. 12. R. MADHUSOODANAN PILLA]
RAMAMANGALATH, CHELIKKUZHI P.O.

ADDL. 13 R. HAREESH
MURANGAPPATTIL KIZHAKKETHIL
MAA[_OOR P.O.

ADDL. 14. R, CHANDRASEKHARAN NAIR -
THOTTATHIMALAYIL, KRISHNA
PANTHAPLAVU P.O.

ADDL. 15. V. OMANAKKUTTAN PILLAI
AMBAZHAVELIL, MAALOOR COLLEGE P. O

ADDL. 16. K.R. KARMACHANDRAN PILLAI
KAVITHA, MARUTHAMAN BHAGOM
THEKKETHERI P.O., PATTAZH!,

ADDL. 17. T. BALAKRISHNAN
KRISHNAVILAS, THEKKETHERI P.O.
PATTAZHI.

ADDL. 18. G. KRISHNAKUMAR
SARASWATHIVILASOM L
KANNIMEL, PATTAZHI P.O.

ADDL. 19. MOHANACHANDRAN
THAZHEPURAYIL, THEKKETHERI P.O.
PATTAZHI.

ADDL.20. K. RAVEENDRAN NAIR
GOKULAM, KANNIMEL, PATTAZHI P.O.

ADDL. 21. C. RAVEENDRAN NAIR
THONDALIL VEEDU
'MEENAM, PATTAZHI P.O.

ADDL. 22. R, MOHANACHANDRAN
SANKARAMANGALAM
KANNIMEL, PATTAZHI P.O.

ADDL. 23. K. PREMKUMAR
: DARSANABHAVAN
CHELIKKUZHE P.O.

ADDL. 24. GANESH KUMAR .
NANDANAM, ARATTUPUZHA
PATTAZHI P.O.

ADDL, 25. K. SURENDRAN PILLAI
NELLUVELIL PUTHENVEEDU
PANTHAPLAVU P.O,

[CONTD... ]
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ADDL. 26. SASIDHARAN PILAl
- BINDU BHAVAN
MAALOOR COLLEGE P.O
PATTAZH|I VADAKKEKKARA.

* [ADDL. RESPONDENTS 6 TO 26 ARE IMPLEADED AS PER ORDER DATED
- 08.08.2012 IN DBP NO.120 OF 2011]

BY ADVS. SRIL.G.BIJU, 8C, TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD
: SRILK.SHAJ
SRLSAJIU.S
SRI.P.MARTIN JOSE
SRI.P.PRIJITH .
SRI.8.SREEKUMAR (SR.)
- SRI.D.SREEKUMAR, SC, TDB
_ SRI.LR.KRISHNAKUMAR, SC, TDB

BY SENIOR GOVERNMENT PLEADER SRI.T.K. ANANTHAKRISHNAN
THIS DEVASWOM BOARD PETITION HAVING BEEN FINALLY HEARD ON 28-03-2018,

: ALONG WITH ALONG WITH DBAR NO. 2/2012, DBA NO.5/2016, WP(C) NOS.11411 &
16324 2016, THE COURT ON THE SAME DAY PASSED THE FOLLOWING:
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APPENDIX |
PETITIONER'S EXHIBITS - NIL
RESPONDENTS' EXHIBITS:-
ANNEXURE RGA - WORKING REPORT AND BUDGE FOR THE YEAR 1187-1188. M.E.
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P.R. RAMACHANDRA MENON -
R. NARAYANA ?;ISHARADI, 3.
"D.B.P. N0s.120 of 2011, D.B.A.R. No.2 of 2012,
D.B.A. No.5 of 2016, WP(C) Nos.11411
163248c;f 2016 L

Dated this the 28" day of March, 2018
- JUDGMENT

P.R. Ramachandra M'enon, 1.

The issues involved in these matters are closely interlinked

| and hence they are dealt with together.

2. WP(C) Nos.11411 & 16324 of 2016 are filed by the
petitioners_, méinly in furtherance to their claim to recognize them
in place of the Temple Advisory Commit\tee tol be‘ constituted
‘under Section 31A of the Travancore Cochin Hindu Religious
In_stitutions Ac.t, 1950 [herein after referred to as the TCHRI Act].
It is based on the enabling brovisions under the Statute, the
writ petitioners seek to s’et aside Ext.P8 order passed by the

Devaswom on 04.03.2016, where'by the claim was repelled,

holding that the bye-laws produced by the petitioners were not.
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properly amended, to be in confdrmity with the model bye-laws
issued by the | Devaswom. It is brought on record that the
petitioner in WP((C) No.li4ll of 2016 was never present for the
hearing on different occaeions, despite the chance given to make
appropriate submissions. | |

3. DBA No.5 of 2016 has been filed by the Devaswom Board

mainly seeking for police protection to elect the members of the

| Temple Advisory Committee in accordance with law.

4. DBP No.120 of 2011 is pursuant to the Report
N0.129/2011 dated 11.07.2011 submitted by the learned
Ombudsman, based on a complaint preferred against the Pattazh|
DeV| Temple Kshethra Samrakshana Samithi, mainly in respect of
the deeds or misdeeds, in relation to the affairs of the Temple. |

5. DBAR No.2 of 2012 is based on the re'port dated
07.01.2012 submitted by the Joint Director, Local Fund Audit,
Travancore Devaswom Board in respect of the lapses as to the

affairs of the Pattazhi Devaswom and Chettlkkulangara

Devaswom, adverting to the immediate remedlal measures.to be’

taken.

fid
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6. Coming to the prayers raised by thle petitioners in fhe
writ ‘petitions, the learned counsel for the petitionei‘ in WP(Cj
No.114il of 2016 submits that in the earlier round of Iitigatioh, a
direction was issued by this Court as per Exf.P,3 order dated
1_3.07.2012 in DBAR No.2 of 2016, directing the Travancore

Devaswom Board to consider whether the Committees 'of_the

Pattazhi and Chettikkulangara Devaswoms [about whom

reference is made by the Local Fund Audit] could be treated as

Temple Advisory Committees in terms of the statutory provisions

under the TCHRI Act. It was also observed that, if th;e Board

agreed to this suggestion and passed an order in that. regard, .

obviously the Board would Vhave to be consulted 'by throse
Committees and transparency in accounting"couldibe proved with
the infervention of thle Local Fund Audit, to audit the accounts of
the .Committees with respect to the fundé collected for the
Temple. \

7. On going through the proceedingsl, it is seen that the

Devaswom Board had issued Ext.P4 ordéer on 24.06.2015 holding

that the existing bye-laws of the above writ petifioners -[WhoSe

14/55
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case waé referred to in Ext.P3 order dated 13.07.2012 in DBAR
No.2 of 2016]} was not in conformity with fhe model bye-laws
issued by the Travancore Devaswom Board and approve-d_by this
Court. If the above 'Samithies' were prepared to amend their
bye-laws incorporating appropriate provisions, in terms of the

model bye-laws issued by the Travancore Devaswom Board [so

as to vest control with the Devaswom Board to deal with the

accounts and affairs], the matter of recognition to be extended to

the Committee as Temple Advisory Committee could be

considered. It is pointed out that, purSUant to the‘ said ofder,
Ext.P5 b'ye-law was submitfed in respect of the Chettikkulangara
Temple. In respect of 'f’attazhi Temple Ext.P1 existing bye—law
itself was héving adequate representation fbr the Devaswom
Board. A hearing was schéduled by the Devaswom and Ext.P6
notice waé issued in this regard to appear on‘26.‘05.2015.
Because of éome inconvenien.ce, adjournmenf was sought for and

the heari'ng was adjourned as per the notice dated 09.10.2015,

inst'ructinlg.the petitioner to appear on 29.10.2015. It is conceded _

that the petitioner in WP(C) No.11411 of 2016 could not appear

15/55
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on that day as wei'I and hence further adjo“urnm_en't was sought
fbr as per Ext.P7. It was in th‘e said c‘ircumstance, that the ﬁzatter
‘wés finalised by the Devaswom as per Ext.P8 order dated
04.03.2016, referring to the lapse on the,part of the petitioner in
WP(C) I‘\Io.1141l1 of 2016 in not apbéaring for hearing and for not
ame-nding the bye-law in conformify with the model bye-iaws, |
whereby recognition cduld not be ‘given. For the very same
'_rea_so'n, as to the liack of inﬁ:orporation of ap'propriate' Clause in
terms of the model bye-laws in the existing bye—la_w of Pattazhi
Devi Temple, a finding was arrived at‘that the petitioner in WP(C)
No0.16324 of 2016 also could 'not béeﬂ recognized as a Temple
Advisory Committee, leading toreje_c.tion of the request, which 7
forms the main subject matter of challenge in both the wfit
petitions. |

" 8. The learned COUI:ISE| for the petitioners submits that the
lapse- on the part of the .petitioners' is not \;Vilful and thét the
petitioners were all the more ready to submit the accounts to be
"audited by the Devaswom and that the observation to the

contrary is not correct. It is stated that the petitidners are ready
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even now, to abide by the instructions to be given by the Board

in this 'regard and to maintain utmost transparency in accounts,

which could be caused to be audited by the Local Fund Audit. The

learned counsel fu'rther submits: that the bye-law submitted by
'.the petitioner as Ext.P5 has not been scrutinizéed by the

Devaswom Board while passing Ext.P4 in WP(C) No.11411 of

2016. Same is the position, with régard to Ext.P1 in the other

case WP(C) No.16324 of 2016; submits the learned counsel.

9. The learned Standing Counsel appearing for the .

Devaswom submits that, in view of the submissions made by the

learned counsel for the petitioners that they are ready to make

themselves amenable to the supervision of the Board and also to

have the Accounts audited by the Local Fund Audit, if they submit

revised bye-law, strictly in 'conformity with the model bYé—!aws

issued by the Board incorporating relevant Clauses, the question

of recognizing the petitioners as Temple AdviSory Committee in

terms of the Statute could be considered, notwithstanding the .

fate already resulted by way of Ext.P8.

10. In the said circumstances, the petitioners are given one

17/55
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month-'s time to subewit reviseci bye-laws before the Devaswom
Board in conformity with the terms of the model bye-laws issued
by the Board. It shall be open for the Board to point out the
Iabses/defects, if -éey, upon which, the petitiIOners would effect
further corrections/modifications, wherever necessary. The
protleedings shall be finalised after affording an opportunity‘ of
hearing to the petitioners and elso to the other interested parties,‘
particularly responden_ts 6to9, 19 & 25 in DBP No0.120 of 2011,
who -have_got a contention that, because of the deeds -and
misdeeds.on the part of the petitioners', a proper Temple Advisory
Committee has to be elected. The above. exercise shall be
.comp.leted in accordance with law, at the earliest, at any rete,
within a period of three months from the date of receipt of a

certified copy of this judgment. Both the above writ petitions are

‘disposed of.

11. DBA No.5 of 2016, as mentioned already, is an

-application filed by the Board for granting police protection for

conducting election to the Temple Advisory Committee. As per

the interim order dated 24.05.2016, the Bench observed that the
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election scheduled to be held on 25.05.2016 could be conducted
Jand for the time being, the results of the election need not be-
declared. However, based on the subr‘hission made by the learned
Government Pleader, that because of the then prevailing situation
in the locality, if would be feasible in the larger interest to
adjourn the polling, the Bench found it appropriate to direct that
fhe election scheduled to be held on 25.05.2016 would stand
adjourned and shall not be held until further orders were
obtained from the Court. The matter came up for further
consideration before the Bench along with WP(C) No.16324 of
2016, on 01.06.2016, when the sequence of events. was noted.

Paragraph 6 of the said order passed on 01.06.2016, whereby

the earlier order was modified, is in the following terms:

"6. Taking into consideration the effect of
order dated 10.05.2016 in WP(C) No.16324 of
2016 and further order dated 18.05.2016 in that
case, it is necessary that the polling has to be
held. We have gone through the affiliation bye-
laws of the TAC of the TDB. Having regard to the
different clauses which relate to the conduct of
election, "declaration of results, election of office
bearers of the committee etc., we think that the
polling in terms of Ext.P11 can be carried out by
re-fixing a date for polling. However, the votes
polled shall not be counted but shall be retained in-
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ballot boxes in safe custody as is ordered herein.

The authority to hold the election is the Assistant
Commissioner as per the bye-laws. Assistant
Commissioner is the authority which issued the

notice for election. That authority is at liberty to fix

a new date for the polling. As among the

candidates, whose nominations have already been

‘accepted, the. process of election will be

supervised by the Deputy Commissioner,

Pathanamthitta as directed by the higher
-authorities of TDB. Once the polling is over, the

Assistant Commissioner will handover the ballot
box/boxes to the custody of the Deputy

Commissioner, Pathanamthitta, who will retain it
in safe custody as may be found appropr:ate, '
awaiting further orders of this Court.”

12. It is however brought to the notice of this Court by the

learned couns‘e! for the petitioners that no election did actually -
take place on the date on which it was scheduled and the position
remains to be:the same even as on this day. The Devaswom has
filed I.LA. Nos.1565 & 1566 of 2016 to accept some additional
documents and also seeking for a direction. As per the affidavit in
s‘upport thereof, it is pointed out that because of the prevailing
adverse ci.rcumstances, the election could not be conducted on
the relevant date. Parégraphé 6 & 7 of the affidavit read as

follows:

"6. The Devaswom Commissioner reported
the matter to the Board along with the report of
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the Deputy Devaswom Commissioner,
Pathanamthitta and the Assistant Commissioner,
Kottarakkara. The Board in their meeting held on
29.06.2016 discussed the issue in detail and
decided to stop the functioning of the 5%
respondent Samithi in the temple and decided to
make arrangement for the conduct of ceremonies
of the temple directly. The Board also ordered that
there is no necessity to constitute Temple Advisory
Committee or similar committee for the time being
and directed the Devaswom ‘Commissioner to
obtain sanction from this Hon'ble Court. The Board
also ordered not to grant permission to individuals
or Samithi for collecting money from the devotees
in the name of the temple in future and to take
strict action against those individuals/Samithi for
collecting money from the devotees in the name of
the temple. The Devaswom .Commissioner has
been authorised to recover money collected by the
Samithi from the devotees in connection with
Kamba Vazhipadu and to deposit the amount in

. Pattazhi Temple Development account and to evict

the Samithi from the building situated inside the
Nalambalam of the temple. A true copy of the
decision of the Board R.0.C.14177/12/N.S. dated
01.07.2016 is produced herein Annexure-L. It is
submitted that Annexure-L is issued by the Board
in the interest of the temple and to prevent the
illegal collection of money by the 5% respondent
Samithi from the devotees of the temple.

7. The 5™ respondent Samithi has collected
an approximate amount of Rs.63 lakhs for
conducting Kamba Vazhipadu in the temple for the
period from 23.05.2015 to 01.04.2016. They did
not submit the accounts relating to the collection
of amounts from the devotees for conducting
Kamba Vazhipadu even though they received the
notice on 24.05.2016. It is therefore prayed that

this Hon'ble Court may be pleased to approve

Annexure-L decision of the Board and to direct the

>~
I3
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5% respondent to submit accounts regarding

" collection of money from the devotees for
conducting Kamba Vazhipadu and to vacate from
the building situated near the Nalambalam of the
Pattazhi Devi temple.”

13. It hds been asserted by the Devaswom that a sum of
lnearly Rs.63 'lakhs has been collected by the 5™ respondent 7
Samithi therein [who is the petitioner in WP(C) No0.16324 of
2016] and that théy have not submitted the accounts related
with the collection of amounts for conducting ‘Kamba Vazhipad’,
though notice. was served -to them on 22.05.2016. It is.also
point'ed' out that the lDevaswo‘m Commissioner has been
authorized to recover the money collected by the Samithi from
the devotees in connection with the ‘Kamba Vazhibad’ and to
deposit the amount in the Pattazhi Temple Development Account
~and to evict the Samithi from‘,th’e bQiIding situated inside the
Nalambalam of the Temple. A true copy of the said decision of
the Board taken on 01.07.2016 has been produced as Annexure—"
L, which is sought to be accepted bry filing I.A. No.1565 of 2016:
Prayer in I..A. No.1566 of 2016 |s to direct the 5% respondent

Samithi, who is the'petitioner in WP(C) No0.16324 of 2016, to
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submit the Accounts regarding eollection -of money f—'rom the’
devotees for conducfing f.he ‘Kamba Vazhipad’ and to.vacate the
-building near the Nalambalam of the Pattazi}ﬂi Devi Temple in .
terms of Annexure-L decision of the Board. The learned counsel
for the petitioner submits that the petitioner is ready‘ to cause the
Accounts to be audited, adding that as per the instructions |
received, the Accounts till 2014 have been a-udited by the Local
Fund Audit. The learned counsel submits that, whatever arﬁount
is Ieft at the hands of the said Samithi will be handed over to the
Devaswom forthwith, besides taking appropriate steps tQ cause
the Accounts to be audited, which will of course be subject to the
orders to be passed by the Devaswom, as to the recognition
sought to be given as Temple Advisery Committee. it iIs pointed
out that, if the Samithi is to be approved as the Temple Advisory

. Committee, the amounts collected and retained are to be ha‘nded
over to the Devaswom Boérd. Same is the position with regard to
the property of nearly 65 cents [as reporte_d' by the learned
- Ombudsman as per Report No.46 of 2016 dated 31.03.2016]

‘procured utilising the funds/contributions made by the devotees,

o
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. to be conveyed to the name of the Devaswom. The learned
couns‘el seeks for fhree mo_‘nths' time to effect the:co‘nveyénce as | ‘
above, with liberty fo make app'ropriate suggestions to the
Devaswom to make use of the property for. the best.linterest of
the Devaswom, the devotées and the deity, for carrying out ;he
developmental measures. The premises now occUpied by the 5
respondent, which is stated as within the 'Nalambalam' shall be
vacated by the 5" respondent Sémithi', who is the petitioner in

WP(C) . No.16324 of 2016 within six weeks from the date of

rece‘iptrl of a certified copy of this judgmént. This however will not
be a bar for occupying such other appropriate place, if at all to be
allotted by the Devaswom, cohsidering the best interest of thé
devotees.

The DBA No.5 of 2016 is diquéed of accordingly.

14. As mentioned already, DBP No.120 of 2011 came to be
registered pursuant to -Report No.129 of 2011 dated 11.07.2011
submitted by the Ombudsman, based on the complaint preferred
by ther devotees'. of the Pattazhi DevésWom Kshethra

Samrakshana Samithi, mainly pointing out that the said Samithi
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is working as parallel to the Devaswom Board,'. occupying the
building and premises of the temple, collecting huge' amounts

from the devotees and without submitting the proper accounts to

) be audited ‘by the Local Fund Audit. Va-rious other aspects have

also been pointed out in the said report, especially as to the

urgent repairs to be effected in the temple, adding that the |

DevaSwom has sufficient money to undertake necessary repairs
of Chuttambalam, strong room, floor of the Nalambalam, re-
wiring of the entire electrical system etc., especially being a 'PD
Temp!e"\-/vhere the income generated has to be‘spent in that
Temple itself. It is further pointed out that though the
Samrakshana Samithi consists of representativ‘es of several karas
and election -is to be conducted bi—annua_lly; as per the Vigilance
report, political parties' are virtually controlling the affairs and
that the grievance that the Samithi is wc&rking as a parallel
Devaswom Board‘is fully justified. It is further pointed out th‘at,
when land is purchased by receiving money in the name of the

Deity, it should be purchased in the name of the Devaswom and

not in the name of the Samithi. Copy of the Vigilance report has

Y
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been produced as Annexure A, along with the reply of the Samithi

as Annexure B. With reference to the facts-and figures, the

Ombudsman has reported that, as per the proceedings dated

-+ 21.03.2011, it was for the Devaswom Board to have taken a

decision on the basis of the Vigilance Report.' Paragraphs 2 to 6

of the said report are relevant, which are extracted hereunder:

"2. The complaint is against Pattazhi Devi’
Temple Kshethra Samrakshana Samithi which is
said to be working as parallel Devaswom Board.
They have opened an office in the temple and are
issuing receipts to the devotees and collecting
money. Under various heads, they have collected
more than one crore of rupees. Employees are
posted for good salary to collect amounts from
devotees. The booking of the Auditorium can be
done only through them and they stipulate various
conditions - for such booking. Misappropriation of
Devaswom fund is alleged.

3. On this complaint, notice was issued fto the
‘Devaswom Commissioner, Devaswom Officer and
Chief Vigilance Officer. The Vigilance Office has
conducted an enquiry and has filed his report. It is
stated that there is no organisation known as
“Punarudharana Committee” on which address the
complaint is filed. Stll enquiry was made with
regard to the complaint and it is reported as
follows.

4. Many of the compiamts are found to be
true. The Samity is issuing receipts and collecting
money. Samithi is conducting important items of
vazhipads like Kambam, Chuttuvilakku and Ponkala
and lot of money are collected by them. The
Muthalkoottu to be paid to the Devaswom are not
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credited correctly. Vazhipads like Chuttuvilakku and
Ponkala are to be conducted by the Board directly.
The accounts of Kodiarchana has to be audited by a
Chartered Accountant. The accounts of Kodiarchana
has to be audited by a Chartered Accountant. The
furniture and utensils are to be purchased by the
Devaswom directly for the marriages in the
Sadyalayam. The Chuttambalam and strong room
where the  Thirumudi are kept are leaking, The
.wiring system is damaged and there is possibility of
mishap happening on account of Kambam. Though
tiles over -the. temple are broken, they are not
replaced properly. When Locla Fund Audit wanted
their accounts to be audited, they did not permit it
saying that it is an independent agency. It is
suggested by the Vigilance Officer that major
vazhipads like Kambam, Chuttuvilakku and Ponkala
shall be conducted by the Board directly.

5. In the reply filed by the Assistant
Devaswom Commissioner, it is stated that there is
no such Committee called "Kshethra Punarudharana
Committee” known'.to him. It is stated that the
Temple Samrakshana Samithi was functioning for
the last 30 years and the entire body consists of
elected representatives of 50 Karas (....) are the
Samithi. The existence of the Office and two
employees in the temple premises for the Samithi is
admitted in the reply of the Assistant Devaswom
Commissioner. Since the Devaswom has no utensils
in the Sadyalayam the Samithi is giving them to the
marriage parties on rental basis. The Kambam
vazhipad amounts are collected by the Samithi and
10% is paid to the Devaswom as Muthalkoottu.
There is decrease in the amount to be received in’
the Board on account of this practise. The
Chuttuvilakku and Ponkala are also conducted by
them and some amounts are deposited in the Board
as Muthatkoottu. Though Kodi Archana was
conducted in the Temple, no accounts were
submitted to the Devaswom Board. No joint account
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is started in the Bank in the name of the Devaswom
- Office and Samithi. But the Samithi has started an
account in the Federal bank and they have also
purchased 5 cents in their name after receiving

donations from the devotees. These were reported

to the Assistant Devaswom Commissioner by the

Devaswom Officer and according to the Assistant

Devaswom-Commissioner, these were happening in
_ the temple for long number of years.

6. The Samrakshana Samithi has stated the
following in their statement. When there was no
sufficient money to meet the day-to-day expenses
of the Temple on account of the Land Reforms Act,
the devotees organised and the Samithi was formed
to see that the Temple affairs are conducted.

_ properly. There are 5000 members in the Samithi.
But the General Body consists of 231 members
elected by these devotees. The Board has allowed
the Samithi to do Maramath works in the Temple.
Several works are thus completed. The Office of the
Samithi gives only festival receipts and other
vazhipads are conducted by the Devaswom directly.
The Temple tank was cleaned and watchman posted
to see that it is not misused. The Auditorium is
given on rent by the Devaswom directly. Since
there is no place for devotees coming from far off
places the Samithi has decided to construct a Guest
House after purchasing land for that purpose. The
accounts of the Samithi can be subjected to any
scrutiny.” '

No such decision was taken with regard to the grievance
projected in the complaint, despite several adjournments given,
especially with regard to conducting of 'vazhipadu', which at

present, is stated as being done through the Samithi. We do not
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find it necessary to express any opinion in this regard, as t'o the
~affairs, but for directing the Devaswom Board to take appropriate ‘
‘action on the basis of the report submitted by the Vigilance
Officer to taker the proceedings to a logicafrrconclusio.n. If any
offence has been committed either. in connection ,'with the funds
 or such other aspects, it sHaII be open for the Devaswom/
competent authorities to take appropriate action against the
person c-oncerned,‘ in accordance with law.

15. Pursuant to the insinuation mad.e against several
persons as borne out by} the proceedings, the particulars of such
“perSons were directed .to.be furnished as per order dated -
15.02.2012 passed by this Court. It was accor;jingly, that the
addl. respondents -6 to 26 came to be ,i'mpleaded in the party:
arra;/. A counter statement was filed by respondents 6 to 10, 19
& 25. Paragraphs 4 & 5 of the said statement are relevant, which'

read as follows:

"4, In reply to para 5, it is humbly submitted .
that there are only 2 Karas and not 50 Karas as
stated by the Assistant Devaswom Commissioner.
There are 21 units in the said 2 Karas. The
statement. that no joint account is started in the
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bank in the name of the Devaswom Office and
Samithy is not correct. A joint bank account is
opened in the name of the Devaswom Office and
Samithy in the Pattazhy Service Co-operative
Bank, Pattazhy and to our knowledge, there is
some money in it. It is true that the Samithy has
started an account .in the Federal Bank, the
Samithy has also an account in the Pattazhy
Service Co-operative Bank, Pattazhy. In Saving
Account No0.303 maintained with the Pattazhy
Service Co-operative Bank, Pattazhy maintained by
the Samithy, an amount of about Rs.18,70,000/- is
still deposited apart from a fixed deposit of
Rs.75,000/-. In Saving - Account
No.11300100008052 maintained with the Federal
Bank, Pattazhy Branch maintained by the Samithy,
an amount of Rs.1,63,656/- is deposited. The

- savings account books and fixed deposit receipts

are with us. We do not have any objection in

" transferring the same to the Devaswom Board,

provided it is used only for the development and

- benefit of Pattazhi Devi Temple. The statement

that the Samithy has purchased 5 cents in its
name is not true. 55 cents of property was
purchased by the Samithy, but the same was not

purchased during our tenure. It was purchased in

the year 2008.

5. In reply to para 8, we submit that the
Samithy consist of representative of 2 karas and
21 units therein. Election is not conducted
annually. It is conducted once in two years as per
the byelaw of the Samithy. There subsists an
election dispute in respect of the election to the
Samithy conducted in the year 2011-2012 and two
civil cases are also pending in Munsiff's Court,
Punalur. It is humbly submitted that it is very
unfortunate that the present Samithy office
bearers have illegally spend Rs.61,058/- out of the
funds of the Samithy and which is shown in the
Working Report and Budge for the year 1187-1188

30/55
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M.E. The true copy of the Working Report and
Budge for the year 1187-1188 M.E. is produced
herewith and marked as Annexure-R6A. That
apart, an amount of Rs.50,000/- has also been
illegally withdrawn by the present Samithy office
bearers from Saving Account No.303 maintained
with the Pattazhy Service Co-operative Bank,
Pattazhy maintained by the Samithy. The present
Samithy is now illegally collecting money from the
devotees by issuing illegal receipts.”

. 16. In view of the assertion made in paragraph 4 of the

statement, all the records in respect of the accounts and Fixed

Deposits, along with the amount left in the said account, shall be

caused to be transferred to the Devaswom forthwith, at any rate, |

within one month. It shall be for the Samithi as well as the addl.

fespondents 6 to 10, 19 & 25 to place all the releva’nt records in
r_'elation to the collection and-expenditure of the amounts to the
L.acal. Fund Audit for verifi(aation and further steps; This shall also
be done within a period of on'éamc.mth. It shall be for the Local
Fund Audit/Devaswom Board to pursue further steps, if at all any
remédial measures are to be taken in accordance with law. The
learned counsel for the respondents fairly submits that, if at all
am; amount ié left with them as referred to in p'aragraphs 4 &5

of the statement, the same will be caused to be transferred to

¥y
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the Devaswom ‘imr'nediately. This shall be-done at the earliest, at
' :any rate, wifhin one month, along' witﬁ felevant records. The
above DBP is diéposed of as above.
| 17. Ih view of the discuésion made abéve and the-directions

given, we do not find it necessary to pass any separate brders in

DBAR 2 of 2012. It stands closed in terms of the order péssgd in

respect of the other proceedings mentioned above. - .,

All the abqve matters are disposed of as above.
Sd/-

P.R. RAMACHANDRA MENON,
JUDGE.

Sd/-

R. NARAYANA PISHARADI,
JUDGE. :

//True Copy//

P.A. To Judge
sp/31/03/18
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NOTICE @& 2021

This the 10" day of September, 2021, I am issuing this notice to The
Manager, Federal Bank Ltd., Pattazhi as instructed and authorized by my chent
Travancore Devaswom Board, represented by its Secretary, Devaswom Boaid

Office, Devaswom Board Junction, Nanthancodu, Thq.l'uvananthapLxraln.

~ Please take notice that the ‘Skethr"i Samrakshana Sanﬁithi’ of Pattazhi
Devi Temple with it’s Pre&dent and Secretary is maintaining an account
No.11300100008052 with your bank. The amount deposited in that account was
ordered 1o be transferred to the account of the P.D. Pattazhl Devaswom (A/c
No.104-1-25923) by the order of the Hon"blé High Court of Kerala in D.B No‘
5/2018 dated 28-03- 2018 Thereafter the officials of the TDB have approached
you for geiting the amount transferred to the account of the P.D. Pattazhi
Devaswom. On 23-07-2020, the Assistant Devaswom Commiissioner, .Kottarakara
has issued a notice to you for the same purpose. But you have not complied with
" {he directions in that notice and the amount has nQt.yet tr'a,psferr,edxq the acgount

of the Devaswonﬁ Board.

Hence you are hereb.y called upon to transfer the amount in the A/c
No.11300100008052 to the P.D Pattazhi Devaswom m Alc No. 104-1-25923
within 15 days from the date of receipt of this notice, failing which m client will
be constrained to take legal steps against you. A copy of the order of the Hon’ble

High Court of Kerala in DBa5[2016 dated 28-03-2018 is enc losed herewith.



