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4.5 YEARS OF
CELEBRATING
THE MAHATMA

Disaster Management (A) Department
No.DMA1/308/2021-DMD 13-02-2022, Thiruvananthapuram

From
Additional Chief Secretary to Government
To
The Secretary,
Disaster Management Division
Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of India, New Delhi
Sir,
Sub: DMD- ex gratia assistance to next of kin of people who died in foreign
countries due to COVID-reg
Ref 1. Govt. letter of even number dated 20.1 1.2021

2. Letter no. DMA1/308/2021/DMD/CM dated 15.12.2021 from Hon;
Chief Minister of Kerala to Hon: PM

Your kind attention is invited to the letter referred above, where it was
requested to allow exgratia assistance to the next of kin of those who died due to
COVID while they were in a foreign country. Hon: Chief Minster Kerala has
also taken up this matter with Hon: Prime Minister of India vide reference 2
above. However no reply in this regard is seen received till date.

Hence I am to humbly request to consider the proposal favorably and 1ssuc
necessary guidelines to distribute COVID exgratia assistance from SDRF to the
next of kin of those who succumbed to COVID while they were in a foreign
country.

Yours faithfully,

Dr.A Jayathilak IAS
Additional Chief Secretary to Government



GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Pinarayi Vijayan
CHIEF MINISTER

D.0. No. DMA1/308/2021/DMD/CM, Dated 15.12.2021

Dear Shri. Modi ji,

The Government of Kerala is in the process of disbursing the ex-gratia of Rs.
50,000/ - each to the next of kin of those who died within the country based on the
guidelines of National Disaster Management Authority.

There is a strong demand from our expatriate community for extending the
benefit of this ex-gratia payment to the families of those residing abroad who have
succumbed to Covid-19. The number of expatriates from Kerala is approximately
9 per cent of its population. A substantial number among the expatriate community
from the State is engaged in low paid jobs. Expenses for treatment and in the
aftermath of death, have brought many of these families to a crisis situation.
Since the guidelines of National Disaster Management Authority is silent on deaths
due to Covid abroad, the State Disaster Management Authority is not able to
provide ex-gratia payment in such cases.

It is pertinent that the Hon’ble High Court, Delhi in their order dated
24.08.2021 in WP(C) No. 8814/2021, has directed Union and the States to look into
the grievances and take a decision in accordance with law. Needless to say, it
would not be fair to adopt a differential treatment towards Indian citizens living
abroad. In these circumstances, it would be appropriate and fully justifiable to
consider the demand from the expatriate community to extend the benefit of ex-
gratia to the families to citizens who had lost their lives due to Covid-19 while
abroad. ;

The State Government has already taken up the matter with National Disaster
Management Authority. But the decision is pending.

| request you to kindly consider the request favourably and to issue directions
to National Disaster Management Authority to extend the cover of the scheme to
families of those who have succumbed to Covid-19 abroad.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

e

Pinarayi Vijayan
Shri. Narendra Modi
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,
152, South Block,
Raisina Hill, New Delhi-110 011.

141, 3 Floor, North Block T 04712333241,2333812, 2333610 F 04712333489 Residence
Government Secretariat ; E chiefminister@kerala.gov.in Cliff House
Thiruvananthapuram Pin 695001 #1 facebook.com/cmokerala a¥ twitter.com/cmokerala T 04712318406, 2314853

www.keralacm.gov.in
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Disaster Management (A) Department
~ 20/11/2021, Thiruvananthapuram

by Pravasi Legal Cell-reg
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