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Parallin C & AG Inspection Report on the Audit of the accounts
of the APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University for the period 2019-20

/]i. Retention of 961 unqualified faculty as Associate Professors, Professors and
Principal
GoK vide GO (P) No.81/90/H.Edn dated 27/03/1990, implemented the AICTE scheme for
revision of pay scales and associated terms and conditions of service of teachers in
" Engineering Colleges in the State. As per the GO, all appointments to the Engineering
.}{;) Colleges after 01/04/1990 will be made only according to the qualification prescribed by
¥ AICTE.
Special Rules for the Kerala Technical Education Service were amended in 2003 through G.O
(P) No.6/2003/H.Edn dated 24/01/2003. As per the Special Rules, the qualification of Ph.D.
was mandatory for the posts of Principal, Professor and Assistant Professor (Re-designated as
Associate Professor).
AICTE vide notification dated 18/02/2003 provided a relaxation to Lecturer or equivalent (Re-
designated as Assistant Professor) that they may be appointed/promoted as Assistant Professor

(Re-designated as Associate Professor) with the condition that they should obtain Ph.D. within

!data provided by the e-Governance section
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a period of seven years from the date of appointment as Assistant Professor (Re-designated as
Associate Professor)

On 05/03/2010, the AICTE issued the “Pay Scales, Service Conditions and Qualifications for
the Teachers and Other Academic Staff in Technical Institutions Degree Regulations, 20107,
As per the AICTE Regulations 2010, Ph.D. is mandatory for the posts of Principals, Brofessors

and Associate Professors (re-designated post of Assistant Professor).
On 01 March 2019, AICTE notified the AICTE Reg;ﬂations on pay scales, service conditions
and minimum qualifications for the appointment of teachers and other academic staff such as
library, physical education and training & placement personnel in technical institultions and
measures for the maintenance of standards in technical education-(Degree), Regulations 2019
(AICTE Regulations 2019). As per the AICTE Regulations 2019, Ph.D. Degree \!vas made
mandatory for appointment to the post of Associate Professor, Professor and Principal in
AICTE affiliated colleges.

Hon’ble High Court of Kerala while disposing of petitions in OP (KAT) Nos.133/2019, 133,
135, 232, 236, 239, 250, 258, 260, 271, 309 & 347/2020 in Judgment dated 03/12/2020

ordered that PhD is mandatory for appointment to the post of Associate Professor,|Professor

and Principal. It was also stated that Kerala Public Services Act, 19682 will be subject to
Regulations framed by the AICTE regarding the qualifications, method of appointment etc.
and the Rules framed by the State would, to the extent it is repugnant to th:e Central
Act/Regulations, be void and inoperative. The AICTE Regulations have to be followed even in
the absence of any enabling Rule or Regulation in the State Rules. i

The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in its Judgment dated 02/02/2021 upheld the Ju'dgment of
Hon’ble High Court of Kerala dated 03/12/2020 and agreed with the view that the notification
of AICTE dated 18/02/2003 granting seven years to acquire Ph.D. Degree for the right to hold
the post of Associate Professor had come to an end in 2010 and thus persons who acquire the
Ph.D. Degree on a subsequent date will only be eligible for consideration from the date when

they acquire Ph.D Degree.

2 An Act to regulate the recruitment, and conditions of service of persons appointed, to public services and posts
in connection with the affairs of the State of Kerala
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On analysis of data® provided from the e-governance platform of KTU, it was found that 961

Associate Professors, Professors and Principal (Kerala Government Engineering Colleges-93.

Kerala Government Aided Institutions-49, Government Self financing-62, Private Colleges-

750 and Central Government Self Financing-7) was not having a Ph.D. Degree as detailed

below:-

Institution Type ANECIAt Principal | Professor | Total | Details in
Professor

C_e ntral_ Goyemmem il 4 0 0 7 Annexure-11

Financing Engineering Colleges

Kerala Government Engineering 74 0 19 93 P

Colleges

Ker.'flla y ovemimmot.  Aided 40 0 9 49 Annexure-1V

Engineering Colleges

Gov.ernm.ent Self  financing 56 0 6 62 Antdsure-V

Engineering Colleges

Private Engineering Colleges 487 4 259 750 | Annexure-V1

Grand Total 664 4 293 961

Thus audit observes that 961 non-qualified faculties are working as Associate Professors,

Professors and Principal in various colleges of KTU affiliated to AICTE in violation of GoK
order dated 27/03/1990, Kerala Technical Education Service, AICTE notification dated
18/02/2003, AICTE Regulations 2010, AICTE Regulations 2019, Judgment of Hon’ble High
Court dated 03/12/2020 and Judgement of Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated 02/02/2021.

No reply was furnished.

3 Details of 15671 staff were provided to audit, out of which the designation of 1609 staff were not available.

#No.03/12/Fin dated 06/01/2012
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