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4. Minutes of the Joint meeting held on 2¢ Jyne 2015

A joint meeting of Subject Committee VI (Education) of the Kerala
Legislative Assembly and the Departmentally Related Standing
Committee 1V of Odisha Legislalive Assembly was held at 3.00 pm on
Tuesday the 2 Junc 2015 in 'S5 I)' conference hall, Legislature Compiex,
Thiruvananthapuram,  Shri.P.K.Abdu Rabb, the Hon'ble Minister for
Education and the Chairman of Subject Committee VI presided over the

meeting. The following members of the Commitiec were also present .

L Shri. Joseph Vazhakkan MLA
2. Shri. Shafi Parambil "
3 Shri. M. Ummer §

Officers present: (Legislature Sccretariat)

L. Shri.Thomas Chettuparambil, Joint Secretary
2. Shri. Santhosh.V, Deputy Secretary
3. Shr. G.S. Suresh Kumar, Under Secretary

Officers present (Govt. Secretariat)

Shri.P.H.Kurian, Principal Secretary, Information & IT Dept.

Members present( Odisha Lepislative Assembly)

I. Shri, Tara Prasad Bahinipati (Chairman)
Shri. Subrat Tarai, MLLA

Shri. Anubhav Patnaik, MLA

. Shri. Surendra Sethi MLA

Shri. Kishore Chandra Tarai, MLA

LR W
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Officer present from Legislature Secretariat (Odisha)

Shri. Anand Patnaik, Secrelary, L'T. Department

At the outset, the Chairman, members and officials of both Commitices
introduced themselves. Then the Chairman of the host Committee extended a
hearty welcome to the Chairman and Members of the visiting Committee and
explained the functioning of subject commitiee system in Kerala Legislative

Assembly.

The Chairman explained that there were 14 subject Committees in
Kerala Legislative Assembly dealing with various portfolios, in which Subject
Committee VI deals with Eduction, Sports and Youth affairs, Art and Culture
and Science and Technology. He also explained that the Commitiee consists
of 11 members and normally these commiitecs are chaired by Ministers and
the other ministers whose subjects partly come under the same Subject
Committee would also attend the Committee meetings as Ex-officio members
or as special invitees. He further explained that in Kerala, Information .
Technology and Education were separate departments governed by different
Ministers and come under the purview of different Subject Committees -
Kerala had made advancements in the ficld of education under the progressive
legislations enacted by the Kerala Legislative Assembly. He added that our
state has highest rate of literacv in India, After this explanation the Chairman
desired to know about the details of the functioning of the visiting

Committee.

The Chairman of the Standing Committee in Odisha Legislative
Assembly gave a brief introduction about their Committee, He explained that
MLA was the Chairman of the standing Committee and they have separate

Ministers for higher education and elementary education. The Standing
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Committee IV deals with School and Mass Education, Sports and Youth
Scrvices, Science and Technology and Information Technology. He continued
that they were very tnuch interested to know the educational system, policies,
funding, meal programmes and how the educational system was connected

with IT and future IT plans of Kerala,

The Chairman of Subject Committee VI informed that Kerala
Government give more importance to Education and literacy.  Government
finances elementary education especially in the aided sector. Here 2/3rd of the
educational institutions were in the unaided sector. The Stale Government
introduced meal-day programmes upto 120 standard in the schools with the
assistance of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan. Under this programme the school going
students were provided with milk and egg and nutritional and balanced mid-

day food in every working day through schools.

In Kerala, school education system was divided as Primary, Secondary
and Higher Secondary Education. These were also preprimary institutions
which include 'Anganvadis' Government would provide all the amenitics to
the students. Here the teacher-student ratio is 1:30. Apart from thesc, the
vocational higher secondary schools were starled to train the studems for
some occupations, business, profession or trade. To enhance the quality of
educationr we had introduced a television channel called 'Victers Channel'
which is a 24 hours programme conducted by the services of retired and
experienced teachers. Digitization of text books was a major footstep to the
educational system in Kerala. This had been done with the help of LT and
SCERT. Students would get the lessons from the concerned website of

SCERT.
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The Higher education was divided into graduation and Post graduation
Colleges offer a wide variety of courses and the students were provided with
ample opportunitics to specialise in fields of their interest. Another landmark
is the introduction of seif finance private colleges offering professional

education.

Providing cducation through evening classes the State succeeded in
bringing out basic changes in the status of women and adults. Such classes are
conducted throughout the state, especially in rural and tribal areas, by

government organizations and voluntary associations.

The chairman invited the Principal Secretary, IT Department to give an
explanation regarding the IT system existing in Kerala and IT related

programmes prevailing in the State.

The Principal Secretary of I.T department said that the State of Kerala is
always a forerunner among the other states of India in the adoption and
applications of ICT (Information and Communication Technology). The State
Govl., had announced its first IT policy in 1998. He addcd that the vision of
the state's IT policy was to plan, develop and market the state as the most
preferred I'T/ITES investment/ business destination in India. The [T policies
have helped Kerala to achieve unique distinctions as a preferred IT/ITES
investment destination and also a leader in E- Governance. He also explained
about IT strategies, Kerala IT brand, objectives of IT policies, [T Park Special

Economic zones elc.

He added that the Akshaya e centers established by the state provided
career and entrepreneurship skill development programmes and Technology

Literacy to the tvral people. The government ensured that the IT parks
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established in the state is equipped with green, eco-friendly, energy cfficient
layouts and interiors to provide world class cost cffective work space to

various levels of IT/ITES companies 1o set up their operations within [T Park.

He explained briefly about the stepping stones and future plans of IT
field in Kerala.

He assured to give a brief note regarding the policy of IT sysicm

prevailing in Kerala to the visiling committee.

The Chairman of the visiling Commitice expressed sincere thanks to the
Chairman and members and other official of the Subject Committee VI for the

warm welcome and co-operation extended to them.

The Committee decided to conduct a study tour programme to the major

Universitics in India.

The meeting adjourned at 4.50 p.m.

815/2016.
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