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As f per the mstmctlon from H@n ble Mxmster for Rcvenue 1 visited Chembanoda'_ o

_ village, Koyilandi taluk, Kozhikkod district on 24.06 2017, in connection with the tragm_“_
. suicide ofSn KJ Thomas @ loy: on 22«6-201? . : o

= __j ofdoceased Shh K.J% Thomas @ Joy

o Detaﬂs of Visit: My first wsrt was to t,ho vnl}aga ofﬁce Chembanodu The Dmtnct Colle.ctor

o 'Kozhlkode, ADM Kozhikode and the Dby. Collector (ER) Kozhikode have also dccompanied

_me. Asthe Vlilage Ofﬁcer Sn Sunny PA was already suspenzded I could not meet'him: The .

V:llage Officer Sri Handasan K of Eravattoor vﬁlago who was put in additional. chatge of this - S
village and the Vlllage Assxstant, and the VFA wefe present. -As the ccmneected records were
. -3already seized by the PolnceJV:g:lance I could not: peruse the records _m- o'zigmal However' SR

o - copies of the village file deahhg with, the mattet,of payment of tax of Mrs. Molly Thomas; ‘
‘were seen by e, also had dlscussmn wnth present Vlllage Ofﬁcer Vlllage Asslstant and,
~ the ViHage F leld ASSlstant : ‘ : ‘ :

The electronlc media and news: papcrs have reported the hlgh handod b ehavxour by.' L

Sri. Slleesh Thomas who was a Vﬂlage Assistant in this office from 16~12-2@13 to 8-2-2@16 o
;Shn Sileesh ‘was workmg In another .Mi;llage.vizf(?hangar‘oth till 31-3-2017. on promotlon as_"'
.LID-_Clerk-he',was agam posmd back:to this v;llage as special village officer and worked- in -
 that capacity fromi 1-4-2017 0 31-5-2017 and he was transferred as SVO Koorachundu. The -
“ -Dlstnct Collector had suspended hun and th_e'Vlllage Officer Mr.: Sunny P'A. who was’
ﬁ workmg in. the otﬁce from 22- 1-2015 Hpto 2246:2617. 1 was:told by the Dlsﬁ:lct Colleotor' o
‘ i " d. b -thepubl&ccom;)laints RNt o

- . As part 6f coﬂectmg mote mfo;matlon
“village, 1 had aitended a people’s gaﬂmﬁng‘m
: Thxs meetmg was also atbendod '

a. The harassment from Vlllagc and Fo rest ofﬁcnals are rampant in the area cmng
excess land and forest land noa a;m_tssues ETRRRCCUMR PP =

unsurveyed fnresf lando moiudé}gg the-areas ired unds  Ecologically Frag
- Lands [EFL] i lscmatmg Iot ot’ confugion among the | eneral public as wel
the aﬁ'mals RIS R TR R A




c.  The lack of sensitisation on Kerala Land Reforms Act, 1963 and its irrelévance on -
Kerala Larid Tax Act, 1961, among the officials is causing lot of difficulty for the
. land holders, - A R T

 d. The land ‘taxes are not being collected from. land holders' who are issued with
' . Revenue Recovery notices, This is obviously an action with no Iegal sanction.’ S

e P:_i_blié also complained that the V_ill.age'zofﬁc'ialé have always behaved in ai_--h'ifgh-
o handed and authoritarian manner and were nof service oriented at all. - -

£ Alot of land holdings in the Village do not have correct titles as only very few
people have gbtained patta through the land tribunal |
- devolved from erstwhile jenmies, . This basically means that the Revenue officials
for decades failed to Send e '

suomoto reports to: the land. tribunals for issuing *
Purchase certificate, Instead ‘of doing so the officials have. dong a_mutation. .

- (Pokkuvaravu) based on the transfer docpments for fand which had no clear title,

~+ The present case of Smt, Molly Thorias is.a perfect example,

.' the aggrieved. . |
" Final round of meeting With'.za_l:l the connected officials was conducted at Collectorate,
_Kozhikkode th:e. Tahsildar Koyilandi and his concerned staffs were also present. I have . y

Issues connected: with the land in question: 8ri. KJ Thomas @ Joy Sho Joseph. Kavil

. Purayidathil devolved the following extents of:land from his fither in Chembanod village -

for the land they have =

- which i$ a bifurcated village of Perambra village, formed in the year 1978..

-5 No. | —_Extont in atres ERS

1 0.80

2 65171995 100

e a0 0w atother one acre oF and of which he purchased from his bt ad G-
family resides inthatland now, - 7. TR RS roferandthe

Since the resurvey of the village has not been finalised so far. Only a field durvey was.

* done-and bigger parcels maps were propaccd generally containing many hectares, Individual |~ - -

holdings were not surveyed and' mapped.. Village officers have been depending on such .~

-+ NOT FINAL RECORDS [NFRY}, for accepting land tax as per Land Tax Act, 1961. As the
. land records:are not finalised as per Section 13 of Kerala Survey and Boundaries Act, 196]




. has filed a pefition before the Chief

. dated 24:3-2016. However, the disection was

the taxes on POSSESSED and ENJOYED. properties are collected only TEMPORARILY
which is legally eorragtas 'Well._--Sinc-e; there. are no OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED survey
* numbers most of the land tranSactiQns are ‘happgeni_:ng without mentioning the survey numbers
in Registration Documents which is against Section 21 [1] of Registration Act, 1908 and Rule
- 3[1] of Document Writer’s Licence Rules, 1960.. This ‘aggravates the: popular pressure on

' .__Vill_agc Oﬂ‘icerswhoare fqr_qg:d_;;i collect land tax for sirch ptoperties'sometimes more than

“one time in'a finaricial y‘ear,_j'which_ is-also unheard in the Iéga-,_!par_ianqg. .

+ aere of land through the document 70/2003 from his £s er, executed a gift desd bearing
- nunther 2641/2014 in favour of his wife Smt.Molly Thomas.  The Village Officer collected - -

TR fee of Rs.100/- from Smt. Molly Thomas on 29:5.2014. ‘A possession certificate was

- .given to this land on 30-5-2014. Obvicusly the land-was mutated on that day. “Then another -

R Iandtax for:tl.me‘same}and was c_;ollmté;d"ﬁ‘om‘smt.Mouy Thomas, - . S

+ . The Village officers later realised that, the actual. mutation was wrongly done from

1,00 acre property devolved through document mumber 651/1995 by Sri, K.J. Thomas'@ Joy.
from ‘his father. .Actually this should have been from 0.80 acres of property which was

devolved through document number 70/2002 from his father. There was a correction of.this -

. in the village record only.” R - o C

, b‘?‘-?ect the rmistakc’ and 10 accept the land tax for 0.80 acres of land after proper mutation.
. This wrong mutation’ has probably created a rift with the officials in the village. The
Tahsildar, based on the petition from :Smt. Molly ‘Thomas- has: sought ‘a report” from the -

- Snif.?:'Mblly-jThomas 'had'rrg'ivén a-repres‘e_,ntationjto the Tahsildar and Vi'_l-l_a‘ge‘Oi"ﬁCérftd o

o ‘Chembanadu Village Officer on 28-11-2014. .On receipt of the letter from the Tahsildar the .

 getting some loan. Around this time somebody lic viz:Mr. Vijayan Putharipara.
'8 Sutharya Keralam: alleging that Sri Ko,

* Thomes @ Joy and his brothers are ho
celing limit. The petition was

: " T T fedel A The p‘et
“ceiling surplis landshouldbe aken over and

In ,the‘.me_:anti_me, based on the repor.t of Survey Officials the Ta_h_sﬂ,dar,_ quilandl_';h_ad,
given a direction to the Village Officer to; agcept the landtaxt@mpermlywde proceedings
& Taluk flles that the Village Offficer iniste

 Chembanodu. 1t's seen fiom the Vilage

hout proper records and in excoss of .
itiotier furthe ther sought that'the




; Wlth thesuppon Of fhe‘ pllbhc Sri"K.gJ."Ihqma.s @ Joy had sat in ‘dharna’ m front ofthe .

, _VillagQ, Oﬁice : Howévsr__,- he continyed his '.eﬁbffby;g'oing__ to the T‘i.l,"!k_(_lﬂiéé and Vlllage . .
* offce again and agin. Probably this has resulted further rift with the Village officals, which - .
is said to.be the immediate cause of suicide, Which also warrants furthe T investigation by . -

Police or any other appropriatefagenby;‘ | | L
*_ The version o he revene offiials v sife there are 10 offcally ecognised
 Survey mumbers, finalised a5 per  Kerala Survey and Boundaries Act, 196)
. and as the records wi - ’

- risky to deal

I8 is the reason. why they kept delaying .

s are not legally dependable, itishighly =




.
“. " the Village Officers. The version that, the land tax'was not collected as there is & report for
initiating ceiling case, is not legally correct. There is no provision in Kerala Land Reforms
Act, 1963 to deny payment of land tax even if there is a ceiling case ori land, only thé sale of. _
land is banned as per Sc'c'ti_on_ 1_20A of the Act, .-Moﬁove_r,_ the ceiling case can be initiated by

~ the concerned Taluk Land Board only. after getting.pggniss_ign and/or intimation from State’ S

I conclude that the Villagé Officer, Chembanode Shri Sunny P'A who __dist_»_bejreq the order of

 the Tahasildar dated 24-5-2016 to collect tax from " Smt. Molly Thomas is primarily

proceedings against them should be logically "c;pﬁéluded_ by the District: Collector at the

- Lalso hold the Tahasildar Koyilardi during the period of June 2016 to June 2017 also

responsible for inactien on her part,. While Shi K J Thomas/Smt. Molly Thomas s said to S

. have approached Tahasildar during this-ﬁetibd_éhé. could not take any decision on the request
of them to pay tax by giving proper directiont to-the Viliage Officer to rédress the grievance

- _by collecting tax as ordered by her ﬁr¢deces_sbr'6n_‘24=5-2016._ : o I

The L_and R_eﬁnﬁ@' ‘Commissioner shall initiate action- against. Smt. Ramla N, Tahasjiiﬂérif o

* Genersl Recommendations: Based on the inputs from my field visit and ‘perusal of
connected files, the following inferventions of the level of Government and"the Land.

Revenue Commissioner/Survey Director are ‘ggesied for nonrepetifion of similar -

 incidents: _ _ Lo c . L
8 Lack ofsciénﬁﬁc_Land‘=Re.éééégs is the fnajﬁf problems faced by.the Reveﬂue field

 officials in dealing with all matters with fand in the State. Murky Land Recordsis -

b The matier of issuiig ‘possessivn certificate’ and “location sketches to land o

' owners for securing loans from Banks/Financial institutions needs a relook as I
.believe that it is not_compulsory. for creation of mortgage. The possession and




enjoymenit of the land and its location sketch can be sourced by the Barik by their -

.own mechanism, The Village Officer shail be raquired to give only an Ownership o

" Level Bankers Committee(SLBC)/Reserve Bask of India. SR
e 'Si.milai-ly'the, need forPossessmn Cemﬁcate &Qxﬁ the Viﬂage_,bfﬁce:‘hy other -

Certificate based on Tecords. This aspect needs to be taken up with' the State

departments. of Government for h&usin_g scheme needs to be dispensed with, The
. Officers of such depammmtsanyway visit the fand of beneficiary who ‘could -

themselves certify the possession and enjoyment. Only ownership and non- -

attachment- certificate ‘shall be issued by the Village Officer, A decision ‘on this . | |

- may be taken by the Government on this matter at the earliest,

rn-. .‘

.. Government shall issue a c}earcut circular that collecting Iandtax from the laad IR
owner recorded as-such in the revenue. record is the duty o’f-_ﬂie lela_gé Officer, As .

it is a.tax __ihjpo'seqi;;by-_the.'-fh,-egis'lamte-fno officer has the nghtnottocelicctlandtax o

on flimisy grounds. Such behaviour by Village Officials is rampant in the State
nowand has no sanction under Law, - re e

- canbe 'd'qi‘ic_‘ by the conicerned department officials himiself,

- Insisteénce on cértific_ate by the Villgge foiéer;wés_a?plfactiéex established in

“Government in the 1950/60s when many departmenits didn’t have any field staff atthe

‘village/Taiuk - level. :

age officer is.a duplication, : Land Revenue i
gertificate and a decision has fo be takenat .
them. - e

- Village and Taluk level often bshave s if they ape ‘Lord of Land" under their
jurisdication. The land related-laws are quiet complicated and their numbers are
very high.- Thg'ofﬁ_cials--ﬂle;mse}v_es are ignorant on the consequences of many

Dept. Taluk and Village level needs t6 be iire closer with the citizens, PostRTI =~

Actandmght ;o-.g:séﬁviée's. '-Act':pé;ﬁcid public are m fact mere empowered and a -
high handedness ofofficials are not tolerated, - . o




o .~ To improve' the relations with the: citizens 1 suggest that ‘Bhoo Sakshratha’
e campaign shall be organised at the village level as a dialogue between the public -
- and the village officials. It shall be held outside the village office and ail the staff
of the village office and one senior officer in the rank of Tahasildar and above '
upto District Collector needs to attend. It will not be an’Adalat’ to settle their -
issues “but to make: them aware the ‘issues involved in Jand matters and the
. .remedies available under Law. - This  will also bring the public closer to ‘the
 Village office and will have a better relations with them, This will also reduce the
‘headweight’ feeling of the revenue officials, : - :

. . The revenue officials must be .given adequate and compulsory training on “Citizen
 Tax Act, 1961, Transfer of Registry Rules, 1966 & Land Conservancy Act 1957
efc. . S - R T EUE

. g Adetailed '=circﬁlar'cléarfy mentioning the provigions undei' Section 7-of theK,erala
- Land Tax Act, 1961 may be issued. L S :

~Additional Chief Secretary to Govt,
0 RevenueDept.

- cﬂ 0 #"&a‘}; Bas noc{) |




