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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Revenue (H) Department

No. 42989/H3/2015/RD. L
Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 215 July, 2015.

- CIRCULAR

Sub:—RR—Possession, Utilization and disposal of bought-in-land—
Instructions—Reg. -

Ref—1. G.O. (Ms.) No. 578/65/Rev. dated 30-6-1965.
2. G.O. (Ms.) No. 88/68/RD. dated 9-2-1968.
3. G.O. (Ms.) No. 196/96/RD. dated 22-3-1996.
4. Circular No. 58158/H2/08/RD. dated 19-8-2010.

As per section 54 of the KRR Act, it has been provided that “on
expiry of thirty days from the date of the sale, if no application to have
the sale set aside is made under section 52 or section 53 or if any such
application has been made and rejected, the Collector shall make an order
confirming the sale”. It has come to the notice of the Government that
confirmation of auction sale has been delayed in many cases. In a particular
instance, the sale is seen confirmed after 10 years. In other cases, it was
seen that the authorised officers are setting aside auction sale after many
years of the auction date. In both the cases, the Revenue Recovery
proceedings are delayed considerably-and the proceedings have not been
taken to a logical conclusion within a reasonable time. This has been
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causing revenue loss to Government exchequer and also hardship to the
auctioners, who had bought there lands in public auction.

As per Government circular referred to (4) above Government have
1ssued strict direction regarding possession, utilisation and disposal of
bought-in-land for strict compliance by the Revenue officials. From the
experience, it is seen that the circular instructions are not been followed
in its letter and spirit. Government have been receiving requests for
reconveyance of bought-in-land even after lapse of more than 20 years
since confirmation. In almost all cases when a bought-in-land is taken over
by Government it is not being put into Government possession within a
reasonable time nor put into public auction again to recover the dues.
Currently no bought-in-land need to be reconveyed after a lapse of 5
years, as per existing rules in force.

In the above circumstances Government issue the following
instructions for strict compliance by the Revenue Department Officers.

1. Section 50(1) of the Kerala Recovery Act 1968 provides that
when an immovable property is put up for sale at the time and
place specified in the notice under clause(2) of Section 49 for the
recovery of arrears of public revenue due on land, if there be no

bid or if the highest bid be insufficient to cover the said arrears |

and other charges thereon, the officer conducting the sale shall
postpone the sale to another date and shall conduct the auction
on the postponed date, fulfilling the conditions laid down under the
clause. It has come to the notice of the Government that the
auctioning officers are postponding the sale number of times,
thereby delaying the whole procedures under the revenue
recovery to a considerable extent. Government therefore direct.
that auction under section 50(1) of the Act will not be postponed
more than thrice. Even on conducting the auction third tinie, if
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there be no bid or if the highest bid be insufficient to cover the
said arrears and other charges thereon, the auctioning officer
may bid the property on behalf of the Government under Section
50(2) of the Act and finalise the proceedings accordingly to take
over the land as bought-in-land.

When an immovable property is put up for auction sale, if the
successful bidder fulfills, the conditions laid down under the
KRR Act or the property is bid by the Government as bought-in-
land, the officer conducting the sale shall move for the
confirmation of the sale forthwith.

If no application under section 52 or 53 of KRR Act seen filed
within 30 days of the auction sale, the Officer who is
empowered to confirm the auction, shall issue the order of
confirmation under section 54 of the KRR immediately.

If the Officer confirming the sale has reason to think that the
sale ought to be set aside he shall do the same without delay, in
any case within one week of auction conducted.

In any case, the confirmation/setting aside the auction sale shall
be completed within least possible time; which shall not exceed 6
months from the date of sale.

If statufory revision petition U/s 83(1) or 83(2)is pending before

the appropriate authority or if there is any case relating to the
Revenue Recovery is pending with any court of law,
confirmation shall be done only in accordance with the final
decision of the Revision petition or the case filed before the court
of law as the case may be.

In cases where the tand is brought for sale for recovery of
Government dues, and is purchased by the Government under
section 50(2) of the RR Act, the property, should be taken

Ve
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Possession of within a period of one month from the date of
confirmation of the sale. The Officer concerned (Village
Officer), taking pbysical possession of the land should make
changes in the Revenue Records and the Requisition Authorities
should be informed immediately.

After taking possession of the property, the village officer should
ensure that the property purchased on behalf of the Government,
is not encroached or trespassed by anyone. The Village Officer,
personally will be held responsible for the safe custody. of the
bought-in-land.

Afier taking possession of the property as purambokku land steps
should be taken to ensure that the usufructs in the property are
properly taken into account and accounted for, either by auction
or by other arrangements and the returns deposited in to the
Government Account. |

The Village Officer, while taking the physical possession of the
property shall put a board in the conspicous part of the
property, indicating that the property belongs to the Government.
Details  of the property such as the Survey Number and extent
should be pomptly displayed on the board.

n

The Village Officers concerned shall be personally liable for any
loss occured to the Government on account of not taking the
possession of the property or not accounting the usufracts
standing in the property. Disciplinary action will also be taken
against the errering officers.

Immediately after taking possession of the property, the land
should be brought under the Land Bank and steps should be
taken to utilise the said property for Government purpose. If this
is not a viable option, immediate steps should be taken to place
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the property in public auction for sale once again as provided
under the KRR Act. In addition to the above, all Revenue
Recovery cases that have in the past resulted in bought-in-land
should be reconciled with the Requisitioning Authority/Department.

13. The land value of each bought-in-land should be determined and
the same conveyed to the Requisition authority m order to settle
the Revenue Recovery case after taking it to its logical end.

14. The District Collectors will make a separate list of all
bought-in-land sale of which was confirmed before 5 years or
more and shall explore the scope of utilising the same for
Government Purposes/schemes or assigning such land to eligible

- landless people.

The above instructions will be followed scrupulously. by all the
concerned; breach of which will be viewed seriously by the
Government.

The Commissioner of Land Revenue will make periodical checks to
see that the instructions are followed in its letter and spirit and shall report
non compliance to the Government without fail.

DRr. VisHwas MEHTA,
Principal Secretary to Government,

To

The Commissioner of Land Revenue.

All District Collectors.

All Tahsildar/Village Officer (through the District Collectos

Concerned). .

All Sections in the Revenue Department.

Web & Media (for publishing in Website).

The Stock File/Office Copy. . P
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