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i i rtrtst & Wildlife Department-

.'t rvisad. Orders Issued.

GOVERNMENT OF KEMI.A

Abstract
Implementation oJ BiodiversitY

CtrG ozrnr rnu o

Programnle- Guidelines

FOREST & WILDLIFE (E) DEPARTMENT
(.j ().(y,t) NI.4B5/20L6/F&WLD Dared ,Thiruvananthapuram ,24.12.201'6

ttca.l'.. 1. G.O(Rt.) Not 402/2070/F&WLD dated 14.09.2010

2.G.O.(Rt.) 354/2073/F&WLD dated t2.0g.ZO't 3

3,Minutes of the Chief Conservator of Forests Council Meeting held on
29.06.201.6

. 4.Iftter No: BDC1.170O1/2}IS dated 29,07,2016 from the principal Chief
Conservaror of Foresrs (wildlife ) & Chief Wildlife Warden.

As per the Governm"n, o*T#ns l,t above, covelnment have issued
administrative sanction and Guidelines for impiementation of the following
schcmes under "Biodiversity Consewadon programme" .

1. protection of sacred grovu.

2. Conservation of mangrova.

3. Identification of oldat tree, raising platform and displaying information board.
These guidelines were later revised vide Government order read as 2'd above for

the implementation of the scheme "protection and conse.ation of sacred groves" for
exrending financial supporr ro llg 9*1".: of sacred groves, wirh a view tlo pr"r"_"
rhe Kavus, the rich repository of biological resources.

Now vide paper read as 4D above, the pdncipal chief conservator oF Fores*
oryildlife )& chief wildlife warden has requesred Government ,o ,"""rriir"r" ,"1r"srare Level Expert committees, with principal chief conservator of Forests (social
Foresrry) as the chairman, for serection of sacred groves for financi"r 

"rrr*ri"""#vanamirra awatd, in pla.ce of Ad_ditional principal chief conservaio;;ffi;;,
(Biodiyersiry Cell), and ro issue modified guideiinei accordingly.

Govemment have. examined the matter in_ d-etail and are pleased toreconsriftre the above ."o-Tlin.: *irh principal Chief Conservar", ;i;;;";(Social Foresrry) as the Chairman in place of Additional principal Ciri"iC"r.i.""?.of Forests (Biodiversify Cell) and the guidelines are modified ;;;;i;:^'il:revised gdidelines are appended herewith.

(By Order 01, rhe Govemor)

Additionar .n'.r,0"#*H 
P,fl 

3f*"",
Thc principal ChieF Conservator of Forests & Head of Foresr Force, Tttiruvananrhapuram.
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III: ^PTtcleal 
chief conservator of Foresrs p:::9LT:lllrffi"ill

Thc Additional nrin.iput chief conservator of Forests t"'"iirt"*u-,

Thc Director,Kerala Foresr Research Insdrute, 1."9i , - --,'fhe Director, Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden anu

l he President, Travencore Devaswam Board
The President , Malabar Devaswam Board,
The President, Awappaseva Sanqhom,'fhe Accountanr beneial (agVa-udir), Thiruvananthapuram'

--'T hc Finance Department (Agri-B wing)
I nc Planning and Economic Affairs (A) Deparrment.
Revenue Devaswam Departmenr.
LSG (Agri) Deparrmenr
The Web & New Media Division , I&PRD
Foresr & Wildlife (D) Department.
Stock file / Office Coov.

Forwarded ,/BY Order

9-^--,U^lv-_-4=-
Section Officer

i

l,
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S(',l li.\11..\ t'\t)t; !i l|lr rt)t It:,1(S! t \ / ( i ! '-,.1{ \,\ l {r )''

r. (;r.tl)r:Llr-l:S l()lt sl:l.lic' j\i(; ANt) t)li('t,lt,t{l;\(; (rl,l,ltsl ll{l.l: i \lAltA\ll rll'\\a"

'i-bc intcnt ol'this schenrc is to lltruct ptt$lic ll(crttiorr lttttl irlrlllcciirtir'tr tU rrlil lrr' i,'

Iocality. ln nllny locations acloss {hc st:i1c , csjrcuiirlly itt tttiritlt :trcitr ' 'uly ')ltl

sun'iving anridst growing pressure. Thcsc tlccs itave bccn prr;vidilrg ccohrgical \cr\'rr1' r';\ir

th-g yeTs to society. An oppodllnity is providcd to socicty lo apprucilltg arltl c):llrcss glillrl'rrl- lt)r
1 .. .'

'trig for the ecosystem services and prorJucc givcn to socisly ovcr lhcsc ye rs ' 
'l his r' 'll irulp

a bond betrveen rntn and trscs ovcr tlrc lorrg tcntr.'l'lris rvill lcsult itt itttPror;tl |]r rr(1: 1)ll

trces by society.

n short, programrne will provide a,l opporlunity lbr cotnnrLrnity, cspucially lltc ul';[i'r:tt '

to honour,m revere and appreciate theso trccs for the selllcss servisc pfovidud lo st'cl'-'ii r'\'cr

the years,

The following guidelines are issued for selestion anfl dcclzlration of Maramuthassy in ca;it

District.

The Assistant conservator of Forcsts (Social Forcstry) in thc rcspcctivc l)'islr.ict shiril h! tlrc

Authorized officcr for inviting norninations , proccssiug lhc sarnc {br lioally rlcr[,r'rrr! tlrc

Maramuthassy of the district.

Aisistant conservator of Forests (social Forcstry) will add:-css all thc cr.irmr, prn(llnyirr,r. ri ihc
District conccmed to recomrnend oldcst tree with rcspcct to caelr local botly.

Any NGO/individuar/institution can subnrit noninalion rbr scrccting a pirr.ticLrlaL rr.ce ,r lrrcir.
locality to dcclare as maramuthassy to the respcctivc Gr.llnu panchayarlr.

Nomilations ror Maramuthassy sharl bc sclccte. f'onr arnongcst thosc tr"iis rocurccl rr; 

'rrirrie
land, premises ofsghoois , offices/public / govcmn)cnt institutions ctc. Sclccrion rhirll ,rc bl.ecl
on age followed by ratify and uniqueness.

Only one tree will bc sclcctccl and dcclarcd as Maranuthassy iu cach Distr.icr.
Widc publicity shall bc givcn by thc Assistant Conscrvirtor. of Finviting nonrinations for trces to bc idenriri".r ". ^r^--""","'-' 

ur rofcsts lSoeill For. .tlr ; irr

rhe nominarions,r,nri b.,.,..n,ldli'l'3:-T:':"'l'-:"." uy u utStl-lCI Lcvcl L,ontmiltuc cur]ll)ri\il)!.1 ol 1.\i\,.Ull
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Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) as Chairman and (1) Representative of Distrlct

Panchayath (2) . An elderly cultural leader of the District (3) Representative of a research

organization (4)v An environmental NGO/or an NGI of the District as members.

The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests / Chief Conservator of Forests (Social

Forestry ) having jurisdiction of the area shall constitute the District Level Committee for

screening the nominations.

The selected tree 4long with a proposal covering various aspects viz: vemacular name, scientific

name , cultural / biological significance , age , height , girth and other features , criteria for

selecting the tree etc. shall be submitted to the Principal Chicf Conservator of Forests (Social

Forestry) , who will submit proposal for all the districts to the Govemmenl for approval and

notification.

An information board covering its name , age , taxonomy , distribution , ecological culture ani

economic significance etc. may be displayed in fiont of the Maramuthassy notified so as to

provide basic information for the benefrt ofthe public.

Suitable platform around the tree may be provided for protection and aesthetic appearance . The

platform shall be made of Laterite stone and plastering shall be avoided.

The platform shali be made with adequate precaution against tampering with or damaging thc
roots of the tree.
A public programme for honouring and appreciating the the services provided by the tree cover

the years with the full participation of local school children and community shall be organized

for declaring the Maramuthassy. This can be developed as an annual event.

2 . REVISED GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMEMTATION OF THE SCHEME FOR PROTECTION AND
CONSERVATION OF SACRED GROVES.

Sacred groves are rich repositories of biological resources that have been preserved in their pristinc

conditions by religious belief of the community . These sacred groves are under severe preassure and

require supporl for their conservation. Most of these groves are preserved despite many preassures and

the owners need to be appreciated and recognized by society for their conservation efforts. It is proposed

to provide financial support to owners of sacred groves and initiate Awards for the best managed groves

by inviting applications /nominations after wide publicity where necessary support for activities such as

for documentation of flora and funa, awareness creation , protection activities , rebuilding lost / degraded

sacred groves . giving incentives and arvards etc.

l. The Scheme $'ill be taken up in accordance rvith the guidelines issued by the Govemment for

inplementarion of the Centralh Sponsored Scheme undcr thc "lntcnsificatiorl of Forest

I\4anagement Schemc" for protection and conscn'ation of Sacred Groves as and rvhen the funds



are received from the Govemment of India , as well as for implementing the schemes under

conservation of Biodiversity funds by State Govemment.

2. The Scherne will be co-ordinated and monitored by the Social Forestry Wing of the Kerala

Forest Department.

3. The Scherne will bc implemented tluough the respective Assistant Conservator of Forcsts

(Social Forestry) of each district.

4. The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) of each District will give wide publicity

about ihe scheme so as to invite maximurn applications.

5. The interested Devaswam /Owners/ternple trusts shall apply to tlie Assistant Conservalor of

Forests(Social Forestry) ofthe concemed District in prescribed format. Those who were selected

for frnancial support during the previous years will not be considered under this scheme.

6. The Assistant Conservator ofForests (Social Forestry) will shortlist 5 applicants in each District

based on extent in area and biodiversity value for long term consewation.

7. The owners/trusts of 5 short listed sacred groves will prepare a proposalA4icro plan for

protection and conservation of the concerned sacred grove in consultation with the Assistant

Conservator of Forests.

8. In the case when any District failed in submitting 5 proposals before the expert committee ; the

sacred groves having maximum extent among the applications received in other Districts will be

considered for financial support.

9. A State Level Expert Committee will be set up comprising the following :

i. Principal Chief Conservator ofForests (Social Forestry) - Chair Person.

ii. Director, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi or his nominee.

iii. Director, JNTBGRI, Palodc or his nominee.

iv. Deputy Conservator of Forests (Wild Life)

v. Prof. Sobheendran,Environmentalist.

vi. Prof. E. Kunhikrishnan, Subject Expert.

vii. The President, Travencore Devaswam Board or his nominee.

Viii. The President, Malabar Devaswam Board or his nominee.

ix. The President , Alyappaseva Sanghom or his nominee.

The State Level Committee Shall:

i. Scrutinize , evaluate and reconrmend in order ofpriori4, , sacred groves in eaclt

Dislt'ict for long tenn and one tinte supporl under the Schenrc.

ii. Approw the prol:osal/Micro Plan/l\,Ianagentenr Plan.for each sacred grove.

iii. Render anr otltct' advisc soughl./or by Principal Chicf Conscrvttor of Forcsts
(Social Forestry).



10. Proposal along with detaiied estimate (Sanctioned by competent authority ofthe Social Forestry

Wing) will be prepared with technical support of the Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social

Forestry).

I I . The owners / Trusts of the Sacred Groves selected for support under the Scheme rvill enter into

an Agreement with the First Parry (Copy of the Agreement enclosed) prior to th€ commencement

of the programme.

12. Prior to signing of agreement the owner /trust ,/Devaswams shall produce relevant docunents to

prove ownership ofthe sacred groves.

13. The fund requirement will be made available through the respective Assistant Conservator of

Forests (Social Forestra).

14. On signing the Agreement , 10% of the total project cost subject to a maximunr ofRs. 25,000/-

will be released as 1" installment for arranging the works. Subsequent installment shall be made

as when required by the beneficiary on production of vouchers and records for the completed

works subject to a minimum of25% ofthe total project cost. First installment shall be adjusted

in the final claim. In case ofproposals requiring Rs.25000/- or below , the entire amount shall be

released on production ofproper vouchers.

15' The Devaswam /trusts/owner managing the sacred groves shall maintain proper accounts and

vouchers with respect to the expenditure incurred under the scheme and shall produce the same

for inspection , as and when required by the First Party , the Assistant Conservator of Forests

(Social Forestry) . The Owner /Trustee/ Devaswam signing the Agreement shall be liable for

this.

16. In case ofbreach of conditions ofAgreement , the agreement shall be terminated after giving an

opporhrnity to be heard and the amount released to the owner /Trustee,Devas*'am in so far has

not been utilized as per approved proposal shall be refunded to the Govemment fort|u'ith as

determined by the Assistant Conservator ofForests (Social Forestry).

17. The Schen.re will be monitored by the social Forestry wing and evaluated by the vigilance

wing of the Kerala Forest Deparrmenr.

3. GUIDELINES FOR TIIE IMPLEMEMTATION OF TIIE SCHEME FOR PROTECTION AND
CONSERVATION OF SACRED GROVES.

A scheme has been prepered for conservation ofmangroves with the following components:

1. Providing incentives to lhe owners -for ntaintaining ntongtoves.

2. Financial Supporl for regeneration activities.

3i. Eitn'v point actit)ities.



4. Extension and awareness.

Mangroves are rich repositories of biological resources having structural adaptations and

physiological characteristics, enabling them to thrive in the estuarine habitats. Kerala coast once

supported a large tract ofmangrove vegetation. Kerala once had 700 sq.km ofmangrove forests,

which noe has dwindled, to a great extent.

It is proposed to support the owners of mangrove areas by awarding monetary incentlves at

flte rate of Rs.4000 per acre for their noble gesture of maintaining the existing mangroves and

protecting them from destruction and making available the ecosystem services from these

mangroves to society.

1. The scheme will be co-ordinated and monitored by Social Forestry wing of the Kerala Forest

Department.

2. The Scheme will be implemented though the respective Assistant Conservator of Forests

(Social Forestry) of each District.

6.

5.

The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) of each District will ininvite application

by giving wide publicity about the scheme through the madia.

The interested owners shall apply to the Assistant Conservator ofForests (Social Forestry) of the

concemed District in the prescribed format along with the proof of original ownership ( title
deed, tax receipt and a certificate from the village of,ficer stating ownership of land) and a sketch

ofthe area.

The owners of selected mangroves with the assistance of the Assistant Conservator of Forests

(Social Forestry) will prepare a detailed sketch of the area indicating the details of the

mangroves present and activities proposed to ensure their conservation.

A District Cornrnittee will be set up comprising the follor,".ing :

i. Assistot,tt Conser"vator of Forests (Social Forestt))) - Chainnan

ii. Representative of Dish.ict Panclnyath - Mernber

iii. Representative of Research Institution _ Member

iv. Representative of Reputed NGO - Member

The Additional Principal chief consen'ator of Forests (social Forestry) / consen ator of Forests

(Social Forestry) having jurisdiction over the area rx,ill approve the composition ofthe District

Committee.

The District committee shall scrutinize , evaluate and select the mangroves to be supported in

eaclr District under the schemc. The District commitlce u'ill decidc on the cxtcnl of thc

7.

J.



mangroves and the amount ofincentive to be payed to the owner of the mangrove'

9'TheownersofmangrovesselectedforsupportundertheschemewillenterintoanMoUwiththe

Assistant Conservator ofForests (Social Forestry) prior to the commencement ofthe

prograrnrn e.

l0.ThePrincipalChiefConservatorofForests(SocialForests)willmakeavailablenecessaryfund

to owners through the respective Assistant Conservator ofForests (Social Forestry)

11. The owners shall sign an MoU with the Assistant Cons€rvator ofForests (Social Forestry) at rlie

time of giving the seedlings for planting in their land to the effect that the seedlings planted u'ill

be protected for one year before the incentive for surviving seedlings can be given'

GUIDELINESFoRTHESELECTIONoFVANAMITIIRAAWARDFoRBESTPRACTICESIN
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION.

a. The Assistant conservator of Forests (Social Foresny) shall give wide publicity in this

regard.

b. Application for consideration shall be submitted to the Assistant Conservator of Forests

(Social Forestry) ofthe concerned District.

c. Individuals . Educational lnstitutions , NGOs , farmers etc. will be considered for the

award . They are required to fumish a note justifoing the claim for the award including

photographs.

d. The Assistant conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) shall scrutinize the applications

received and reconmend two nominations after field verification before the state levei

comrnittee along with his recommendations.

e. There will be only one award in each district.

f. Selection will be done by a state Level Expert committee comprising the follox'ing

mentbers viz., Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Social Forestn')

(Chairman).one representative each from Kerala Forest Research institute (KFRI),

Kerala Agricultural university and Jau'aharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic

Garden(JNTBGRI), Deputy Conservator of Forests (wildlife) and an environmentalist

as members. The decision of the Expert Committee will be final.

g. Activities which contributed to the conservation of the biodiversity values ofthe localitl'

viz., conservation of sacred groves , mangroves , medicinal plants, agro-biodiversity etc.

will be considered for a*'ards.

,w
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