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Minutes of the meeting on S siing wp ol g _LO00l0gicat i dvt g

YWavanad and Munnar Loaviied by the Chief Secretary on 20 5

The meeting on 'the setting up of a Zoeological / Botanical Park m Wi n
and Munnar’ was presided by the Additional Chief Secretary, Revenue al 1. i1 |y

on 26.04.2018. The list of participants is appended.

The Principal Secretary, Forest started the discussion with a brief accoun o
the setting up of a Zoological Park / Botanical Garden in Wayanad and Munnar. 1301,
these projects are priority projects. Shri. S.B. Yelaki, former Zoo Director has becn
entrusied with submitting a detailed project in respect of Zoological park in
Wayanad. It had been decided earlier that the District Collector, Idukki will locate 2
suitable place for setting up of a Botanical Park within Idukki District and the
Additional Chief Secretary, Revenue and Principal Secretary, Forest will jointly
finalise the matter. It is at this Juncture the Kerala State Biodiversity Board had
proposed a projeE:t for the establishment of a Nationa! Biodiversity Garden &
Traditional Knowledge Centre also came into consideration. in the same area. The
Principal Secretary, Forest added that the setting up of a Botanical Park and
Biodiversity Park in the same locality may not be necessary. The landscape of
Munnar has. many areas rich with biodiversity which includes 3 National Parks,
namely Pambadum Shola, Mathikettan Shola and Anamudi Shola. Setting up of an
artificial park in the area will not do any good in the biodiversity education of the
people. Instead of setting up of an artificial park, a practical option may be to
increase the facilities connected with the existing National Parks. [n this
circumstance the Principal Secretary, Forest suggested a discussion at Chief

Secretary's level to arrive at a decision in this matter.

The PCCF(F,L&R) said that in and around Munnar, there are six protected

areas at present. It includes Eravikulam National Park, Pambadum Shola, Matikettan

Shola, Anamudi Shola and Silent Valley in Munnar. Except Eravikulam which hosts

~ about 6 lakhs tourists, the other National Parks have only around 5000 visitors
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The Additional Chief Secrcuay, Revenue opined that peopie should he
educated regarding the importance o} tio-diversity in Munnar. The area of M unnar is

to be decongested. An eco tourism plan for Munnar including all these aspects should

be formulated.

The Chairman, Kerala State Biodiversity Board said that the approach to this
issue should be qualitative rather than quantitative and it should be a model of green
tourism. He added that he agree with the suggestion of dropping the project of
setting up of an artificial park in Munnar.

After detailed discussion, the meeting unanimously decided to recommend to
drop the project of Botanical Garden / National Biodiversity Garden & Traditional
Knowledge Centre in Munnar. The Forest Department will submit a comprehensive
plan to stréngthen and increase the existing facilities of National parks in and around

Munnar.

The meeting came to close at 1. 15.pm.
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List of Participants

. Shri. Venu. V, Principal Secretyary, F&WLD

Shri. Bennichan Thomas, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (F,L&R)
Shri. Rajan Sehgal, Addl Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (E & TW)
Dr. Amit Mallik, Addl Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Adm.)

Shri. S.C. Joshi, IFS (Rtd.), Chairman, Kerala State Biodiversity Board

Shri. Anil Kumar. V, Member Secretary (i/c), Kerala State Biodiversity Board






