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CEHRNOGD YU o
F. No. 1/1/2019-M. VT |
* Government of India

Ministry of Mines ]

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi

Dated: I March, 2019
ORDER

Subject: Premature termination of all mineral concessions of Beach Sand Minerals found

in the teri or beach sand, held by private companies, under the provisions of
Section 4A(1) of the MMDR Act, 1957 -reg.

Whereas in excrcise of the powers conferred under Section [1B of the Mines and.
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, the Central Government has amended
the Atomic Minerals Concession Rules (AMCR), 2016 vide G.S.R. 126(1}3) dated 19™
February, 2019 called the Atomic Minerals Concession (Amendment) Rules, 2019.

2, Whereas in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 11B of the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and Rule 36 of the AM(EZR, 2016, the
Central Government has amended AMCR, 2016 vide G.S.R. 134(E) dated éOu‘ February,
2019 called the Atomic Minerals Concession (Second Amendment) Rules, 20:19.

3. Whereas the Schedule A of the AMCR, 2016 prescribing the particulars of
threshold value for atomic minerals has been substituted by the Second Aynendment to
AMCR, 2016 vide G.S.R. 134(E) dated 20" February, 2019, and the threshold values for:

1. Titanium bearing minerals and ores (IImenite, Rutile and Leucoxene):
ti.  Uraniferousallanite, monazite and other thorium minerals:
. Zirconium bearing minerals and ores including zircon:

iv.  Beach Sand Minerals i.e. economic heavy minerals found in the teri or beach sand,

which include [lmenite, Rutile, Leucoxene, Garnet, Monazite, | Zircon and
Silimanite:

occurring in Beach Sand Minerals and other placer deposits in asseciation with
monazite are notified as above threshold (i.e. the threshold is 0.00% monazite in Total
Heavy Minerals), rrespective of monazite grade.

5. llmenite, Rutile, Leucoxene, Monazite, Zircon, Silimanitc and @arnel occur
togetlier as a group of associated minerals with varying concentrations in beach sands and
other placer deposits. With the development of latest technologies, Monajte & Zircon
available in association with beach sand minerals are used for strategici and hi-tech
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applications. Zircon, the main mineral of zirconium, is the most important ore of the rare

element, Hafnium. Monazite is a mineral comprising rare earths and Thorium. Monazite

found in the country has a high percentage of rare carth, Neodymium. In addition to
various other industrial applications of Beach Sand Minerals,
Hafnium, Rare Earth alloys & com
Atomic Energy, Defe

Zirconium alloys &
pounds and Thorium have exiensive applications in
nce and Space sectors for various strategic purposes in the country.

!
6. Zirconium, Hafnium and Thorium are very impoftant strategic ele
going Nuclear power installations and 3" stage Nuclear P
Monazite being the primary source o

mehts for the on-
ower Programme in the Country.
f Thorium and Rare Earth, occurring in association
with Beach Sand Minerals, any loss or leakage of Monazite or Zircon due to mineral
processing or handling of Beach

Sand Minerals will be significant loss to the country
affecting the National Security.

) | ]

1. [imenite, Rutile and Leucoxene are Titaniferrous minerals. Titanillnm sponge is

known for its high strength and low weight, makirig it ideal matenal

for aircraft
manufactur

ing including fighter aircraft. The material is also used in nuclear’plants, engine
parts, ocean platforms, reactors and heat exchangers.

8. Whereas in the view of protecting and conserving the critical elements viz: Rare
Earths, Thorium, Zirconium and Hafnium occurring in Beach Sand Mingrals towards
meeting the {uture strategic needs, the Central Government is of the opigion that it is

expedient to regulate the mines & mineral developmentand conservation of Beach Sand
Mineral resources.

9. Whereas in the view of the amendment made to Schedule A of AMCR 2016 under
G.S.R. 134(E) dated 20" February, 2019, all the existing inineral concessions of the Beach
Sand Minerals are above threshold. Rule 5(1) of AMCR 2016, prescribes that where the
grade of atomic minerals is equal to or above the threshold value, the mining lease can

invariably be granted to a Government company of corporation owned by the Government
onty. \

10. Whereas in view of the facts and circumstances above, in exercise of the powers

conferred under Section 4A(1) of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Act, 1957, the Central Government, after consultatio

that it is expedient in the interest of regu
conservation of mineral res

n with the State Govcrnr!nents decides
lation of mines and minerals dev‘élopment and
ources to terminate all the existing mineral concessions of
Beach Sand Minerals held by private person / company jin the country. HeTce, the State
Governments are requested o take necessary action as per provisions of Sectllon 4A(1) and

4A(3) of the MMDR Act, 1957. 1
i
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'lhc Beach Sand Minerals ‘mineral concessions held by a Govcrnmcnt compdn\ A

corparation owned or controlled by the Government and which are nol in conllavcntlon of
any of the provisions of the Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, {1957 and the

rules ﬁamed thereunder shall continue,

12, Henceforth, any mineral concession of Beach Sand Minerals shall be

-3

i

granted to a

“Government company or corporation owned or controlled by the Government” under the
I y .

provisions of the Atomic Minerals Concession Rules, 2016.

{3, This Order issues with the approval of the competent authority. .

37"”?

- .(Dr. Niranjan I{umal Singh)
Joint Secretary to the Govemmem of India
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