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(i) Direct Recruitment

OR

(ii) Appointment from Assistant Tamil
'Translators and  Assistant  Kannada
' Translators

OR

(i) Appointment or promotion from any other
category in Kerala Secretariat Subordinate
Service

OR

(iv) Transfer from any category in any
Departments under the Government or in the
service of the High Court of Kerala.
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. The Kerala Secretariat Subordinate Service Rules 1967
governs recruitment to the post of Legal Assistant Grade Il. As per
Rule 7 of the Service Rules, there are four sources or items for this

recruitment. They are,

(i) Direct recruitment; or

(i) Appointment from Assistant Tamil Translators, and
Assistant Kannaua Translators; or

(1) Appbintment or. promotion from any other

‘category in Kerala Secretariat

Subordinate Service or
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(iv)Transfer from any category in any
Department under the Government of in the

service of the High Court of Kerala.

13. Notes {0 Rule 7 specifies ihat 50% of vacancies shall be
filed up by difect recruitment and appointment from Assistant

Tamil Translators and Assistant Knnnada Translators. Other 50%

of the vacancies shali'be filled up from items (iii) and (iv) in the '

ratio of 3:2. Mode of rotation from the sources shall be in a cycle

of ten vacancies as follows;

- 4styacancy - Bythe method specified in item (i) or (i) of the
method of appointment.

o yacancy - By the method specified in item (i) of the

method of appointment
3 yacancy - BY the method specified in item (i) or (ii) of the
method of app’ointment

A" vacancy - BY the method specified In item (iii) of the
| method of appointment
5h vacancy - By the method specified in item (i) or (i) of the
method of appointment.
6" vacancy - By the method specified in item (iit) of the
method of appointment.
7t yacancy - By the method specified in item (i) or (i) of the

method of appointment.

I
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g vacancy - By the method specified in item (iv) of the
method of appointment.

9" vacancy - By the method specified in item (i) or (i) of the
method of appointment.

10" vacancy- By the method specified in item (iv) of the

method of appointment

14. In the absence of quaified persons for appointment from

item (iii), 'such vacancies shai: be filled up from item (iv) and vice
versa. If qualified hands are not available in items (iiiy and (iv),
such vacancies shall be filled up by direct recruitment.

15.A Division Bench of the Hon'ble High Court in Neelakanda
Kufup and Another Vs State of Kerala and Others (1996 KHC 250)
had upheld the constitutionality of Rule 7 and held thus, “Ratio 3:2
fixed to appointment as Legal Assistant from items (iii) and
(iv) and the rotation cycle ihtroduced by R.4(a) is not arbitrary

or violative of Art.14 of the Constitution of India”.

16. The ranked list for recxgitment of Legal Assistant Grade Il 1s

valid and| active. When ranked list valid, the Hon'ble Supreme

| Court in Bevil Katti and Qihers Vs Karnataka Public Service
Commission and Others (1990 KHC 832) held thus, “Where

advertisement is issued inviting applications for direct
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recruitment to a category of '?bosts, and the advertisement
expressly states that selection shall be made in accordance
with the existing Rules or Government Orders, if it further
indicates the extent of reservations in favour of various
categories, the selection of cardidates in such a case must
be made in accordance with the then existing Rules or
Government Orders. Candicates who apply, and undergo
written or. viva voce test acquire vested right for being
considered |for selection in cccordance with the terms and
conditions contained in tha advertisement, unless the
advertisement itself indicates a contrary intention. A
candidate has right to be considered in accordance with the
terms and conditions set out in the advertisement as his right
crystalises on the date of publication of advertisement,

however he has no absolute right in the matter”.

17. In Maharashtra State Road Transport Corporation Vs
R.B.Mandve(2001 (10) SCC) &1) the Hon'ble Supreme Court held
thus, “The| Rules of the game, meaning thereby, that the

criteria fop selection cannc: be altered by the authorities

concerned in the middle or sfter the process of selection has
commenced”. A Division sench of the Hon'ble High Court In

Sajitha B Vs State of Kerala and Others (2012 (1) KHC 141) held
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thus, “No doubt, there cannot be any dispute with regard to
the settled position of law that the Rules of game cannot be

changed, once the game is :tarted”.

18. The Hon'ble the Kerala Administrative Tribunal in OA 915/2012

held that, YThe absence of a select list cannot be equated with

-absence of eligible candidates”. Tribunal went further and

directed the Government to report vacancies available to different

~ streams to the post of Legal Assistant Grade [l to the Kerala PSC.

The direction was given in the absence of a valid ranked list.

However the current scenario is different, as a valid rank list is
there for appointment. It's notification was issued as per Rule 7 of
the Kerala Secretariat Subordinate Service Rules, 1967. So long

as ranked list is valid, Rule 7 vl govern the mode of recruitment,

- including passing over of vacancies from one source to another

~ as per Notgs to Rule 7. No spzcial recruitment is permissible to fill

19.

up vacancjes earmarked for Secretariat Subordinate Service
Employees, because of passing over and recruitment shall be

from the existing ranked list as per the mode in Rule 7.
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