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The Corunission had considered the suggestions made from all
sources. The Commission adopts all the recommendations made by

D o 1 A e A £ A

Justice K.T. Thomas Commission in its report on the “Kerala Police
Performance and Accountability”. Most of the suggeéﬁons made before
this Commission relate to police reforms. The implementation of the

recommendations of Justice .K.T.Thomas Conunission, on Police v

Performance and Accountability would improve the efficiency and i

integrity of the police force. Police force should always be efficient and

effective and free from corruption. The general public should have
confidence in police. The police will have to achieve the confidence of
the public by their own deeds and acts and their approach to the
 people. As most of the suggestions made before this Commission relate
to the reforms of police the Commission recomunends the
implementation of the recommendations in the report on police

performance and Accountability. ,

" When a person is remanded to the Sub Jail or District jail by the Court,
he is presumed to be in Judicial Custody. But due to the heavy pressure of
work, in courts, no J udicial officer gets time to visit the jail, or consider what
happens to the prisoner. Judicial officers cannot have control over the jail
authorities and there is chance of torture of prisoners in jail. Some check
should be made to the illegal activities in the jails. After considering all the
suggestions and ' aspects, the Commission makes the following few
recommendations: '

POLICE

1. Implementation of strict compliance of the guidelines issued by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the decision in D.K.Basu v. State of
West Bengal (1997 (1) S.C.C. 416) in all police station.

2. . Periodical in service training programs to all police officers and
police constables on the Constitution of India, Human Rights,
Human behaviour, laws which the police has to deal with
frequently and also about their responsibility to the citizens.
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Arranging programs of interaction with local public would be a

step to win the confidence of the public,

Avoid, as fer as possible, the arrest of persons in connection with
petty/trivial cases or minor offences like playing of cards in public
places (not gambiing). If persons are held in such cases, they wili
have to be released then and there after recording the name and
Jull address of such persons. The present procedure of chasing
and apprehending them has to be discouraged as far as possible.,

As far as possible arrest need be made only with respect to cases

of grave offences and arrested persons should be produced before
the Magistrate at the earliest possible.

Bifurcation of separate team of police officers and constabies Jor
investigation of cases and separate team for implementing law
and order.

Time of working hours of bolice personnel has to be limited to
eight hours in accordance with the availability of police
personnel. Strength of police force will have to be increased for
achmvmg the above aim.

In the case of death of a person while in police custody or while he
waschasedbythepohce, crime may not be registered at the
instance of the officer in charge of the police station or the officer
who chasedthepersonbuthastoberegistmdonlybyadzﬁmnt
officer preferably by a Circie Inspector of Police.

- When a person is arrested and produced before the court and

injuries are there on his body, the remand report shall also

disclose the injuries and how such injuries had been sustained by

the injured and the same has to be brought to the notice of the
Magistrate/Judicial Officer.

Justice K.T. Thomas Commission report on Police Performance and
Accountability at para 3.58 and 3.59 envisage the installation of
a complaint box in every office of the local body{Corporation,
Municipality and Panchayat) under the lock and key of the
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10.

president of the lock body and the complaint box has to be opened

once in a month by the president in the presence of the Principal
of the local coliege and the Principal or Headmaster of the Higher
Secondary School and to report to the Superintendent of Police, if
there is substances in the complaint.

The same body of persons may be authorized to make
periodical visits of the police stations and to meet the persons in
custody or in lockup and if any complaints are received, to report
to the Supeﬁntendent of Peolice.

The Advocates of Kozhikode Bar submitted that some of the
Judicial Officers refuse to record the grievances of the arrestees
and to record the injuries found on their body when produced
before them. In the light of the above submission the following

recommendation also is made,

When an arrestee is preduced before a magistrate/Judicial

Officer the arrestee has to be asked whether he has nay complaint
against the arrested officials and if he makes nay complaint
against such officials of any torture or harassment, the
Magistrate/Judicial Officer has to record the complaint of the

. arrestee and also torecord the injuries found on his body, if any,

and has to send him for medical treatment. {This recommendation
may be brought to the notice of the Hon’ble High Court).

{Sub/District Jail)

11.

12.

Advocates will have to be permitted to meet the prisoner in jail at
any time during day time on regquest for meeting the client,
without detaining them at the jail gate. Advocates will have to be
permitted to discuss the case with their clients confidentially, and
suitable arrangement has to be made in the juil

Orders issued from courts releasing the prisoner from the jail will
have to be strictly complied with by the jail authorities in its
spirit, irrespective of the time of production of the order,
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

The persons intending to meet the prisoners will have to be
permitted to meet the prisoners whenever such request is made,
during day time if ro visiting time had beern fixed and notified.
Such persosns should not be detained in froni of the jail gate
indefinitely.

The jail authorities should keep a register of visitors, and ail
applications filed for meeting the prisoners will have to be entered
in the register, and if permission is not granted, reasons should be

recorded in the application as well as in the register. Complaints

regarding refusal to receive the applications by jail authorities
should be dealt with seriousty.

Two persons{visitors) can be permitted for meeting a prisoner, on &
day and visitors can be allowed to meet the prisoner on all days
unless there is prohibition of law or from the court.

Whenever a prisoner falls ill or is hospitalized, the matter shall
immediately be reported to the concerned court as well as the
relatives of the prisoner. '

The relatives of prisoners will have to be permitted to meet the
prisoners in the hospital alse. Instruction has to be given to the
police personals in the prisoners’ cell in the hospitals to permit
the relatives to meet the prisoners in the cell

If any prisoner sustains any injury while in the jail, the matter
hastobereportedtothecourtremandedhimandtotherelaﬁws
oftheprisonerandhehastobegiwnmdicaltrwtmentalso.
Close circuit TVs will have to be installed in all sub jails and
district jails monitoring the movements in the jail.

A Vigil Committee has to be constituted by the Government under
the convenership of the Public Prosecutor of the District. The
Committee may consist of the Public Prosecutor of the District, two
Advocates practicing in the same District and Sessions Court, the
Principal of the nearby Colliege and the local Councilor of the
CorporatiOn/Municipality. The Committee should have the right to
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