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BM

further to anend the Abkari Act, lO77

P/eanrle WIGREAS, it is oxp€dient firiher to amend dI€ Abkati Acl 107?

(l of lO77) for drc purposes herehsner appeari4:

BE it enacl€d itr th€ Sixty-ninth Year of tbe Republic of India as follo\*'s:

l. Short titte and commencenent. (lr'fbis Act r ay be caled the Abkari

(Amedrnent) Act, 2018.

(2) lt shall bc d€emed to have come into fotc€ on the 213t dav of
December, 201?.

2. A,nendment of section ISA ln the Abkari Act, 1077 (1 of 107?)

(h€Ieinaf.er refen€d .o as the principal Act), in section l5A-
(a) irl lhe narginal h€adi4, for the figue "2l", the figute "23" shall

be substituted;

(b) in th€ s€ction, for the figure "2l", tle figrrre "23" sh'll be

substituted.

3. Amen tment ol section 1Jr. In section 15B of th€ principal Act,-
(a) h th€ narginal heading, for thc figur€ "21", the figure "23" shall

be 3ubsiitutedl

(b) in th€ scction, for the worals "tw€aty one", the words "twenty

three" shall be subslituted.

4. Anenhnent of section 57.-ln s€ction 5? of the principal Act,-

(a) ia clause (a), for the words "anv insredient", the words and

symbols "any ingcdi€nt, other than starch," shall be substitut€d:

O) after cfause (s), thc following clausc shal b€ i$er1ed, mmelv:

"(as) mixes or penniis to be mixed with starch in the liquor sold

or maNfrctured by him; oi';



(c) after clause (d), for the words ,,shall, on cotrviotion befor€ acomp€tent court, be pruished for each such offence with imprisonmenr for aterm_whrcfi may exrend 
_ro_ 

fiIe y"a,' or wirh fme *ht"h ."; "";;;; ;;;
rtrousaDd rupces. or wirh both", rhe folowing words. figures. symtols aod
brackcts shall be substituted, mmcly:_

"shall, otr convicrioD befor€ a.conpetent court, be puoishe4_

_ _ (i) for the offences, oth€r tha an ofelc. falling undd ctaule (aa),
with itrrprirolmenr for a temr which nay.xted to 6ve ilars'or with zu wiicii
may cxtend !o fifty thousand rupees or with both;

_ _ _ (ii) for an otr€oc€ hllitrg ud€r clruse (aa), wirt inprjjonment for a
lerm which may extend to sir montbs or vrith lme which shall not be less dua
twenty five thousand rupees,",

5. Arnendnent of section 67A.-In seclir,n 67A of the p.incipal Act, io rheTltblq-

^ 
(a) h colum! (l), for the figule..2l" occurring in both th€ placcs, the

figure '23" shall be substinrted;

(b) afr€r rhe €xisting e ries und€r cotumns (l), (2) and (3), the folowingc ries shall. respccrively. be itrsencd. nanety:*

"Mixilg starch !rit[ liquor 57(aa') 25,000."

^^.^.6: 
R:*! M dnt (l) Tb€ Abkari (Amendnenu Ordinafte. z0r8 (20 of

zul6, |s hereby rep€aled.

(2) Notwitht rding such rcpe{I, anythilg done or deem€d to have b€€n
done or any actiotr raken or de€Eed to hav€ bc€n takcn under rhc principal Act
a3 &nended by th€ said Ordinancr shall be deemed to have been done o! tak€n
under th€ pritrcipsl Act as am€nd€al by this Act.

S?fiEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

As pcr dic Ablcri policy of the covernment for 6€ ye6, 201?-2018 d€clated
as p€r c'O. (P) No. 43/201? dared l3th June, 201? rhe Corrmment have spccifiJ
thar coDsumpriotr of trquor by younger gco€rarioD In t_be Slar€ w;utd be
cunarred. AccordinSly, the Govemment have decided ro edance rhe mirimum
age. limit for consubption or usc of liquor fiom 2 I years to 23 years and abo !oprohibit the sale of liquor to p€rsons below 23 years.



J

2. As pcr clause (s) of section 57 of the Abkari Act, I of 107?' any

licenE€€ who mircs c pernits to bc bixcd wilh tie liquor sold or manuftclll€d

by him any ing€dicnt likely to add to its actral or apparent htoxicsting qualitv

or strctrglh oth€r than mxious substance sllall be purbhed with ilnprbolment

which may extcnd to fiv€ yeals. So, lor mixing stsrch io the liquo! .bo thc

above punishment was imposed. Tlue caused much hsrdship to the licensees

and wo*ers in the toddy sector B€ing a tlnditiotral i(fustry, it ir rcccssary to

protect the interest of the wo*cn in the toddy scctor Itr the cirEunlstances, tho

Govemme hav. dccid€d to r€duce the punfuhm€nt for nixing starch, a l93s

harmful substance in the liquo! and also decided to make lhe offcdce

compoundable. For the above purpose it was dccial€d to amend tte Abkari Act,

I of 1077 suit8bly.

3. As the l,egislative Assembly of the Stat€ ol Kcrala was not ir s€ssio!

and the above proposak had to b€ given effec! to innediately, the Abkari
(Am€ndm€nt) Ordinance, 2017 was promulgatcd by ihe Govemor of Kedla on

the 2lst day of Dec€mb€r, 2017 and the same w.s published a$ Ordinancc

No. 38 of20l7 ir the Kerala Gazett€ Extraordinary No. 2791 datcd 21st

D€c€mb€r. 2017.

4. Though a Bill to rcplac€ lh€ said Ordina[ce by an Act of the State

Legislature was publisbed as Bill No. 96 of the Fourte€nth Kerala Lcgishtivc

Assernbly rh€ sam€ could not be i{roduced io, and passed by the L€gblative

Assembly of the Statc of Kcrala during its session which comderced on thc

22nd day of January, 2018 sdd edded otr the ?th day ofFebruary, 2018.

5. As thc provfuions of the said Ordmancc are to be k?t alivc ald the

Legislative As!.mbly of the statc of I(enla was not io sessiod, the AbLad

(Asendnent) dhance, 2018 (4 of 2018) wir pmnulgatad bv ttre Covedor of
Kcrila or ahc 12th day of February, 2018 and thc sase wa$ published ss

Odinance No. 4 of 2018 id th€ Korala Gazette Extrsordilarv No. 336 dat d
12th February, 2018.

6. Though a Bill to replace the said OrdiMnce by atr Act of the State

Ixgislature was publbhed as Bill No. 120 of the Fourteenth Kcrols lrgislativc

Asscmbly the same could not be htroduccd ia, and pass€d by ihe L€gislative

Assenbly ofthc Stat€ of K€rala durins its se6sion which cornmerced oo the

26th day of February, 2018 and end€d on tl€ 4tL dav ofApril, 2018.
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7. As lhe provisions of the said Ordinance are to be kept alive ard the
Legislative Assembly of the Stai€ of Kerala was not in s€ssion, the Abkari
(Amendnent) Ordinance, 2018 was l|Iomulgat€d by the covemo! of Kerata on
th€ 7th day ofApdl,2018 atrd the same was publisheal as Ordinadce No. 20 of
2018 h the Kenla Gazetle Extraordinary No. 91? dated 7ft April, 2018.

8. The Bill s€c16 to rrplace OrdiDanoe No. 20 of 2018 by aJl Act of the
State Irgislaurrc.

FINANCIAL MEMORANDIJM

The Bill, if enacted and brought into operation, would not involve any
additional exD€nditurc from the CoNolidatcd Fund of the State.

I P RAMAKRISHNAN,
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EXIRACT FROM TIIE ABKARI ACT O OF 1077)

l5A Consumption or use o.f liouor b' Dersons nder the ase o{ 21 vears

plphibire!!.-No person uder th€ ag€ of 21 years shall consume or use an]

lquor,

rsB. Sale of liouor to oerson under 2) wa8 of as' ptghibite.4 -N')
persoD licenscd to seil liquol and rc persod in thc employee of such lic€nsed

person or acting with the exPress or i$plied p€mission of sucb fcensed petuon

!n brs bchalf sirall sell or deliver ani l;quor !o aov persotr uDd€r tbe age of

57. For Adulteratiok, etc, bv tice sed venilot or manufrcturer'-\ahoe\el
beidg th. holder of a licenee for the sale or ma faoture of liquor or of dry

intoxicating drug under this Act,-
(a) mix€s or pemits to be mixed with the liquor or inloT icanng :lrug

sold or manufactured by him, any drug, other than a noxiotrs drug or anv

ineredrmt likely !o add !o its acEal or apPalenl intoxicating quality or' sFecPih

or-anv aniclc profriuired oth€r tha! ar article wbich the GovemseDi sharl J('n
to te noxioui by any rule made under s€ction 29, clause (k), when s'Jdl

'a;*to." "ttutl 
iot u-ouot to the off€nce of adul&ration un'ler se't1on ?'/2 of

the Indian Peoal Cod€l or

(d) se[s or kecPs or exposes for salc any country liquor in d blLLi(

case. Dackaee or orhet receptacle with any mark iher€otr or on lh( 'JIr (nerel-

wilh tire intertion of causios ii to be b€lieved that sucb botde ca5e D'r'kdsc 'r
otle. i""eotact" contuios foreign liquor, whcn such act shall noi lrturt ro lh'
oflence odse[ing goods to *hiih a falsc trde snrt or fals€ trad-'1":c:ir'tion i
-ofl"a *a". t"-"t-on 79 of rhe Trade and Mcrcbandise Mark / 't rq58:

Shatl. on cotrviction before a compecnt coufl bc punidr'c lr c5 h 'u' 5

otTencc witb imprisonm€nt for a tctm whjch mav extcnd lo l \" _rerF 'r$:rn
fine which may;xiedd to fifty tlrcusand ruFes. or with bort

61A. Porer to conpound ofenc':4rYff€ coffinissioret rl lllcis':i or the

o-uw Corn-i""lo*t oi rrcu of m pistrict concemed r' 
' 
i' 

"l 
Ka' olEccr

"-riJiirv "*-pi*.;J 
uy the Govcrnment in ttis behatf '\ n r' ''a"ou rn rhc

dur"t,", -uy accept, from any persotr reasonabll' -jsi't rici oi oavins

"o-iltti"a 
*v or ir," offences specified in colunr (l)' a s!r' c: tt:omv as
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sFecified i! column (3) of the Table below by way of composition for the
offencc which may have be€n committ€d a1ld wherc any prope.ty has becn
reized, the same shall bo confiscated 10 cov.rnment or disposed of in such
man]rer as may b€ prescrib€d.

T^rl!

Ofence
Sectlon in the Act

(3)(2)o)

TraBlrorting of liquor or intoxicathg
drw in exc€3! of lhe quantity prescribed
by the Covcrnmest by notification

Posse8sion of liquor or intoxicatilg
dluog ia erc€ss of ifte qruntity pEsc.ibed

Consumption or use of liqlror by
Pe$ons untler lhe age of 2l yea.s

Salc of liquor to pellon lmdff thc agc of
2l years

CoDsumption of liquor in public places

Taps or causes to be tappe-d any toddy
producing trce in contraventiotr of the
Act, Rules or any ord€r made ud€r 6e Act

Dmws or causes to b€ drawn toddy toor
aay trcc itr cotrtravcntion of the Act,
Rul$ or any order rDadc utrde! the Aot

Misconduct by licensee etc.

Consumptioa of prcpafttions conreiring
liquor or intoxicatiDg drug other th6n
bonafde fr.di.i''al ptcpl ations in the
business, manufacturitrg or stocking
pr€tlrses

l0

15A

5,0m

5,m

5,000

t0,m

2J,000

l3

ts

l5c

55(O

55(e)

x
56,C.(2)

5,00

5,0m

r0,0m

5,m0




