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Bill No. 120

T}IE ABKARI (AMENDMENI) BILL, 2OI8

B]LL

lu her to anend the Abkari Act, 1077.

P'eamble.-W{E?sas, i is expcdient turther to amend rh€ Abkari Act, 1077
(l of 107?l for lhe purposes hereinaner appearing:

BE it enacied in the Sixry-ninth Year of dI€ Republic of India as follows:_

1. Sho title and conmencem"rr-(l) This Act may be called the Abkari
. (Amendment)Act,2018.

(2) It shall be deemed ro have come inro force on rhe 2tsr day of' December,2017.

,2. Anen.tment of section 15,4.-ln the Abkari Act, t07 t (1 of tl.tj)
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in s€ction l5A,

(a) in the marginal heading, for drc figu€..21,', the figure..23" shall
be substituted;

(b) in the section, for lhe figure,,2l", rhe figure..23,,shau be
substituted.

3. Anendnent oJ section .1J8. tn section l5B of the principal Act,-
(a) h th€ marsinal heading, for rhe figure..21',, the figure ,,21,, shall

be substitut€d;

(b) in ihe section, for the words ,'twenty one", the words ..twenty

thrce" shall be substituted.

4. /lnendment of section 57- In section 57 of the principal Act,-
(a) in clause (a), for the words "any ingredient", the words and

synbols "any ingredi€nt, other rhan srarch," shall be subsrirutedi
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(b) after clause (a), the following clause shall be inse(ed! namely:_
"(aa) mixes or permirs to be mixed with srarch in ttle tiquor sold or

manufachrred by him; or";

(c) after clause (d), foi the words..shall, on conviction before a
competent court, be punished for each such offence with imprisonmenr for a
term which may extend to five years or with fine vhich nat extend to fifty
thousand rupees, or with both',, lhe following words, figures, symbots ane
brackets shall be substituted, nam€ly:-

"shall, on conviction before a comp€tent court, be punished,

(i) for tlle offences, other than an off€nce falling under ctau.se (aa),
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to five yearJ or with 6ne which
may extend to fifty thousand rupees or with both;

(ii) for an ofence fallins under clause (aa), with imprisoment for a
term whioh may extend to si( months or with fme which shall nor be less than
tweaty five thousand rupees.".

5. Anendnent oI section 62,4.-In section 67A of the principal Act, in the
Table,-

_ (a) in column (l), for rhe figure..2t" occurring in both the ptaces, rhe
figure "23" shall be substitured;

(b) after the existing entsies under colurnns (l), (2) and (j) the following
enEi€s shall. rspe.flvely. be insened, namely:-

"Mixing starch with liquor 57(aa) 25,000."

6. Repeal and savins.lt) rhe Abkari (Amendrnent) Ordinance, 2018 (4 of
2018) is hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or deemed to have been
done or any action taken or deemed ro have been take. undef the princiDal Acr
as ammded by rhe said Ordinance shatt be deem€d to have been done oi raken
under the prircipal Acr as amended by rhis Act.

STAIEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

As p€r the Abkari Policy of ihe cov€rnmenr for tte year 2017-2otg d€clar€d
as per GO. (P) No. 4312017 dated 13th June, 2017 the covemment have sp€.ifled
that consumption of liquor by younger generation in th€ State w;uld be
cuftiled. Accordingll the covernrnent have decided ao enhance the mininum
age limil for consumption or use of liquor Fom 2t years !o 23 yeals and also to
prohibit ihe sale of liquor to persons below 23 years.
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2. As Der clause (a) of section 57 of the Abkari Act' I of l0?7' anv

fl""*"" *rtJ.it"" * pirmits to be m!(ed wirh the liquor sold or manufacnred

by him an) ingredrenl irkely Lo add to ,ls 
'ctual 

ot apparent intoxicaLing qualry

.i i".'n,ri ti.t tr'," noxious subsrance shalt be punished wiih imprisonrnent

*fri.n -1" "tt*a " 
five vears. This casued much hardship to the licensees and

workers in the toddy sector' Being a traditional industry, it is necessary lo
ororec! the inleresl otthe $orkerc in rhe toddy sector ln rhe circumshnces the

bovemmen' la"e dec'ded to reduce the punishmenr for miring sbrch a less

n"r.i"f *t"t"."" in the liquor and also decided to make the offence

compoundable. For the above purpose it was decided to amend the Abk'ari Act'

I of 1077 suitably.

3. As rh€ Legislative Assembly of the State of Kerala was not m sesston

and the above prJposals had to b€ given effect to immediatelv' th€ Abkari

fe*ena"reot O;di;ance, 2017 was promulgated bv the Govemor of-Kerala on

ihe 21st day of December, 2017 and lhe same was published as Ordinance

No. 18 ofi0l? in the Kerala Gazexe Extraorditrarv No 279l dated 21st

Decembea 2017.

4 Thoush a Brll lo replace the sa'd Ord'nance by an Act of the Slale

LeersLarure *i" publisbed a" B'tl No 96 of th€ Founeenth Kenla Legislalive

eri.'nsrv ,f'. same could not be introduced m and passed bv the Legislative

,fssenbly of the State of Kerala during its session which commenced on the

22nd dav of Januarv, 2018 and ended on lhe ?th dav of Febflary' 2018'

t As the provisioff of lhe said Ordbance are to be kept alive th€ Abkari

fe-"ratr""O Oiai"*"", 2018 (4 of 2018) was promulgated bv the C€Yemor of

ii;; ;; ,i" l2th dav of Februarv' 2018 and the same was published as

ijJi"-"" N.. ,l 
"r 

uord in the Kerat Gazette Extraordinary No 336 dated l2th

Feb.uary,20l8.

6 The Bill seeks to replace Ordinance No' 4 of 20 I 8 bv an Act of the

State Legislature.

FINANCIAL MEMORANDIJM

The Bill, if enaoted and bmught into operation, would not involve anv

additional exp€nditure from the ConsolidBted Fund of the State'

T. P RAMAKRISHNAN
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EXTRACT FROM TI{E ABKARI ACT (I OF 1077)

l5A
prctlh&4-No person *;;ll;;s;;it

No
l1t^1' I'j.:l:Sd,o .e r r. |,quor 

" "d;; p. """ r "ft ;frift;r *-ffi;;;::*:::f:i111:i'l *'express or mpriea penniss'o' or:"ch ri..il;;;;
il":):::1":,::1,, se' or der,ver anl 

'quJr 
ro e'r 

-;;";;;.;;;;;i

tf,*,"*#iji{'ff::,#i ?:,::,(:.::;,.: r:{"i:"ff :.{{ ", {:: ;iiir&
. .,, . (u) .i:"" or permirs ro be mixed w h rhe liquor or rnro\icaring drug

[rr#rrd#*i{;Tn#if ;fr:t* #:i#ilt:;i,#
i}j*# *rli!##,ra.r.",H:: :Ti'f.'i,31r,1"rtr"f*:ii1i,",.""1

years shall consurne or usiarry-

(d) sells or keeps or exposes for sak

r'n er:ri:'r*:":'ii:lit'y;''-:l*'rJ:i*# ll'tfJ "I-"'n:h
**ri.,'".ru:mffi lf ';i;ft lhlTfl d::i.','ill'^i:*ffi Ii:'f :
appried unae. .eirion ?e 

"r 
;;;';#;;Ji;:,.lTj.i:'i*-:'i:,1ilii*" "

^-^_^lh{-. 
o" corvrcrron b-efore a compeGnr coun. be punished for each such

;l':H#i:lXT:ff iJ.nfi i,:T:JitI::.'*'"ao'"nri* v'"^ oi 
" 

r,r,

?",'iti'J,3::"".rci:i;'f1tri;{11fl".:#*:1".'fi ;lft :f t?*:specially empow€red by rbe covemment i" ,h" t"nuri Uy ,"ir,*,i"" ir'ii"
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Gazette, may accept, from any person reasonably suspected of having committed
any of the offences specified in column (l), a sum of money as specified in
colurnn (3) of the Table below by way of composition for the ofence which may
have been committed and where any property has been seized, the same shall
be conf'scated ro Covernmen' or disposed of iri such manner as may by

TABLE

ofence Corrresponding Conpounding
Section in the Act fee in Rupees

(l) (t)Q\

Transponing of liquor or intoxicating dmg l0 5,m0

in excess of the quantily prescribed by
dre Govemm€nt by notificalion

Possessior of liquor or intoxicating drug 13 5,000

, ir excess of the quantity prescribed

Consumption or use of liquor by pe.sons l5A 5,m0
. unde. th€ age of21 yars

Sale of liquor ro person under the age of l5B 5,0m
2l yeaN

Consumption of liquor in public places l5c 5'000

Taps or causes to be tapped any toddy 55(d) 10,000

producing tree in contravention of the
Act. Rules or any ord€r made under the Act

Draws or causes to be dram toddy from 55(e) 10,000

any tree in contravention of the Act,
R'rles or any order nade under the Act

Misconduot by license€ etc. 56 25,000

Consumption of preparations co taining 56,4(2) 5,000

liquor or intoxicating drug other than
bonalide medicinal preparations in the
business, manufacruring or stockrng




