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Fourt€€nth IGrih l,egisladve A!'embty

BIll No. 90

THE KERALA STATE HIGHER EDUCATION COUNCIL
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2018

BILL

to amenit the Kerala State Higher Education Counci! Act 2007

Prcamble--WaEr|E s, it is expedient to amend the Kerala Stal€ Higher

Education Council Act, 2007, for the purposes hereinaft€r appearmg;

BE it enacteal in thc Sixtv-eighth Year of the Republic of India as

foUo\r€:-

L Short titte and conmenceme,t -].l) This A't may b€ called the Kerala

State Higher Education Council (Amendment) Act' 2018'

(2) It shall be deemeal to have come into force on the sth day of

tuly, 201?.

2. Anendnent of the prcanble -h the Kerala State Higher Educatioo

Council Act, 2007 (22 of 2OO7) (hercinafter refened to as the principal Act)' in

the oreamble, in the ftrst psragraph, for the word "experts"' the Nords atrd

"y-iot 
"e*pert6, stud€nts' shall be substituted'

3. Substitution of certain etprcssions b, cerlain other eqre$sions --lrr tlte

pritrcipal Act. for tb€ words 'Advisory Council 
" 

"Erecutive Council" aod

:co"irnitg Council', wbcrever thev occur' the words "Advisorv Bodv"'

"Exe.cutive-BorV' aad "Goveming Body'' shall, respectrvely' be substituted'

4. Amendme l of section 2.-!n scction 2 of the Principal Act' sfter

claus€ (s), $e followiog clause shall be inse(ed, !amely:-

"(sa) "RUSA" means the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan' a

centrally sponsored scheme for higlier educstion;"'
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5. Amendment of section l._[r s€ction 4 of the principa.l Act,_
(i) in sub-section (1), for clause (a), the following clause shall b€

substituied, nam€ly:-

"(a) to render advice to th€ covemmenq Universities, colleges and
other institutions of highcr €duc.tion in thc State in rnatters oficcesslequig
and academic qualiry:,,;

(ii) id sub-section (2), after cl.use (y), the following clauscs shslt be
insened, Ilamely:-

_ "(z) conduct loqinrdinal studi€s to underctand the inDact of sbrdent
rcammg;

(za) promotc atrd in@grate relevant indigenous knowledg€ syst€ms
in the State higher educarion system;

(zb) evolve programm€s to improve access of differetrtly obled
studenb to higher education;

(zc) collabomte with the Covenml€nt in the implementation of
RUSA and silltilar cenEally sponsorcd scherEes and oihd cental sector schcmes
within th€ State:

(zd) evolve common academic guidelines for Univercities in the
State for mutuaj recognitioq approval or cqualization of academic programtncs
or areas of studies and nomenclaturc thereof;

(ze) cvolv€ common acad€;ic guidelines for Universiti€s io th€
Statc for rccognitio4 approval or equalization of acadernic prcgmmmes or areasof studies and nomenclarure rhereof of vl
universities o, r'igr,". 

"a""uti." 
io;;#Jlj jfij1il-#J?T:1i,*:

(zD facilit:re the dissemination of knowledge on tigher €ducation
to target audience 6rough el€ctordc and print media.,,.

6. Anendment of section S._ta section 5 of rhe principal Act, after
sub-section (3) , lhc following sub.section shalt be inserted, namely:_

. . . - "(a) The Patlotr may ref€r any matrer relating to higher education
and high$ educational iNtitutions as he deems fit, fo. tl" 

"rp"n 
opirrioi

of th€ Coullcit.".
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'1. Anendnent of section 6. In section 6 of the principal Act, after

sub-section (3), lhe following sub-section shall be inserted, natrtely:-

"(4) Thc Visitor Inay r€fer sny natter rclating to higher cducation and

higher educational inslitutions, as he deems fit, for expert opinioa of the

Council.".

S.Anendnent ofsectior g.-In scction 9 of th€ principal Act, in

sub-section (3), aftcr the words "ss may bc prcscribed", thc words

"or delsgated ftom tillre to dme by th€ vice_ChairIrlall" shnll be inserled

9. Anendment of sectio, .lr'-In section l0 of the princip.l Act, in

sub-scction (4), after th€ words "as may be prescdb€d", the words

"o( delegatei ftom timc to time by th€ Vice_Chailrntn" shall be inserted

lO. Arnenilment of section 11. In section ll of the principsl Act' in

. sub-s€ction (2),

fi) alter the words "shall b€ r€constituted", the word

"simultaneously" shall be inscrtcd:

(ii) in tlle proviso, for drc words "shall continue !o be h ofiice for a

further p6iod ol six months or till their reconstitutio& whichever is c6dici" the

words "shall cotrtiru. to hold ofEce till theL reconstitution-' shall b€ substituted.

Il. Amendnent ol section 12.-ln section 12 of the principal Act'--

(i) for itcn (k), lh€ following itcm shall bc subctituted, namelv:-

"&) onc Vice_Chancellor of a University outsid€ the Slat€ of K€rala

established by an Act of arcthcr Stale, nominated by the Government;";

(ii) 6ftcr item (ab), the fotlowj!8 itcns sbal be inr€n€4 namely:-

"(ac) orc Chairman or Vice_Chairman of a Slate Highet Education

Council outside the State of kemla, nominated by the Government;

(ad) one Vice-Chancellor of a Central University outside the State,

dominateal by the Covertment."
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12. Amendment of section 14.-In section 14 of the principat Act, after
item (r), the folowing itemi sball be i$erted, namely:-

"(s) one rcmiDee of the Ministry of Human Resources Developm€nt,

Govemment of India, not b€low the rank of a Joint Secrctary;

(D Statc Proj€.t Dire.tor, RUSA;

(u) one Priflcipal of atr affiliat€d coll€ge, nominated by the Covenment;

(v) one non-teaching staff member of a Uoiversity o! College,

mminat€d by the Govemmeot.".

13. Anendnent of section 15,-Irr secrion 15 of th€ principal Act,
in clause (k),-

(i) afur lhe words "it shall meet", the words ..at least twice a yea!

and" shall be inserted;

(ii) tle words')rovid€d rhat ir shall D€et ar t€asl iwjce a yea?.sha

be omitted.

14. Amendment of section 17.-ln section 17 of the principal Act, for
clause (c), the following clause shall be dubstitut€4 Damely:-

"(c) it shall nominate one of its m€mbers to the Acaalemic Council of
each Univeniry".

15. Anendment of section 20.-In secrio! 20 of the principal Act, in
sub-section (l), in the first proviso, the words ..for a furrh€r pcrioal of
sfi montlE olt and the wordr ,,whichever is earliel' shall b€ omitted.

16. Anendnent oJ section 25.-11section 25 of.he principat Act, in
sub-section (1), aft€r the words'.the University Crant! Commission", rhc word

'RUSA" shall be insqt€d.
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11. Special prcrision relating to eristing Gol,erning Council.

Notwitbstanding any0ing contained in the principal Act, on and from thc date

of comm€ncclnert of the Kemla Stale Higher Education Council (Amendmedt)

Ordinance, 201? (13 of 2017), the existing Goveming Corlncil shall stand

diasolved and all the memb€rc of the said Govcrnirg council shall b€ de€m€d to

hav€ vacated their offices as such on such dissolution.

18. Repeal and saving.l1) The Kerala Stat€ Higler Fducation Council

(Anendment) Ordllanc€, 2017 (37 of 2017) is herebv r€pealed

(2) Notwilhstanding such !€peal, anythiog done or deemed to h6 e beetr

done or any actiod laken or deemed to have been taken under the Principal Acl

as arnended by the said Ordrance shall be deemed to have bees dofle or taken

u er the prircipal Act as amended by this Act.

STAIEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Government hlve alecided to amend the Kcrala State High€r Education

Council Act, 200? (22 of 2007) in accordaDce wit! lh€ guideliDes of dle Rashaiva

Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA).

2. In order io avoid lhe confusion that may ans€ due to the nomcnclatute

of the K€rrl6 State Higher Education Courcil, the Covemrent lnve decid€d to

substitute the words 'Advisory Council', 'Execuhve Council' and 'Goveming

Council' as 'Advisory Body', 'Executive Body' and'Govcrnidg Body',

respectivoly. lt is also decided td incorporate ccrtain provisions in th€ Acl for

the furtherance of the responsibilities and tunctions of the Council and for

promoting higler cducation system. It b decided to constitute all bodies of the

Council simultaneouly for thc prop€r anal continuous fundioning of lhe Council

without any br€ak.
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3. Covemment have also decided to include one Vice-Chadcellor of a

University outside the Statc and one Chairman or Vice-Chai.man of a Siate

Higher Education Council outside the State in the Advisory Body to strengthen

th€ sFergy of r€lations among the Stat€ Higher Education Councils. It is also
proposcd to includ€ the Stat€ Project Director, RUSA in rhe coveming Body
and to ensure representation of th€ cat€gories of principals and non-teaching
staff. As the students constitutc thc primary clie[tele of the Higher Education
Council, it is decided to include the term "students" also in the pr€amble to the

said Act.

4. In order to get over thc dilEculty cr€ated by tecbnical continuance of
the Govcrning Council which was cotrstituted at a latcr p€riod afr€r the
comdnrtion of ils Executi!€ Comcil, it is decided to Eclude a special provision

to dissolve the existing Goveming Council.

5. As t[c Irgislarive Assembly of the State of Kerala was not in session

atrd the above proposals had to be givcn €ffeci to irmediately, th€ Kerala Srate

Higher Education Council (Amedment) Ordinanc€, 2017 was promulgatd by dle
Govemor of Keala on lhe 5th day of Jult 2017 and tbe same was published as

Ordinance No. 13 of 2017 in rhe K€nrla Cazette ExFaordinary No. 1,108 dated

lhe 5th day of Juln 201?.

6. A Bill to replace th€ said Ordinance by an Act of the State Lcgislature
could not b€ introduced in, and passed by, the Legislative Ass€mbly of thc
Statr of Kerala in its scssion **ich commenced on the 7th day ofAugust, 201?

and ended on the 24th day ofAugust, 2017.

7. In order to kcep alive the provisioDs of the said fuinanoc, the Kemla

State Highcr Education Couocil (Amendment) OrdiDatrcq 201? was promulgat€d

by the Governor of Kerala on thc 16th day of September, 2017 and the
same was published as Ordinance No. 20 of 2017 in the Kerala Gazette
Extaordirary No. 1975 datcd the l6th day of Septenber, 201?.

8. A Bill to replace the said Ordinance by an Act of the State Irgislature
could not be introduc€d in, and passed by, the L€gislative Assembly of the
Stqt. of Kcrala in its s€ssioo which coDmenced on the 9th dav of November.
2017 and cndcd on the same day itsen
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9. Itr order to ke€p alive the provbions of the said Ordir'oce' the K€rala

."" ;;;;';;;"'"ouncil (Amedmen0 ordnunce' 201? was promulsat'd

iiio"-i.'"-- t 
"".la 

on ihe 21st dav of December' 2017 and rht same

;;;;il ". ola*** No 37 of 2017 in the Kerala cazette

J*iato- 
"o. 

,ttu *"u the 21lh dav of De'€mber' 20u

lO. The Bi[ seeb to r€place Ordinnce No 3? of 2017 by an Act of the

State Legislai[e.

FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM

S€ctisns 12 strd 14 of rlrc Kerala Stat€ Highs Education Council Act' 2007'

-"r"."i ," i" ".*ue'l 
by clauses t t ani t z or ore Bill' provides for

i'lliti"" "i *" .".tcrs in the Advisory Bodv and lour mcmbe'" in th€^

;;;;;;;;;;" 
"*"ra 

statc Higher Fiucalion couacl An amouo. or

ir. i,tolooo i".o""" one lakh ten lhousand oolv) is expect€d to be the

lir.tu'** 
""i 

.t * incune'l ftom the consotidated Fund of thc state as

##;;;il ; meet the travcllins arlowo"ce' doamess allowencc atrd

"t*r? "i*" -..*rs proposed to be irclud€d as per this Bill There mav

be variations itr the alnounB to be spe under this item depending upon the

o,rrnt", of -".tings "ootetred 
and th€ v€nue of meetings'

Prof C. RAVEENDRAN{IT



Preanble.-W$wsAq it is expealient to cslablish a Srate Higher Education
CouDcil as a collective of the covemftent, Universities, academics e-\pert3 andpeopleh rcpresentatives i. order to forge a s}!€Igic r€lationship aDrongthem by
occup)4og ar operational space in betwe€n the Covemment and Univenities ani
befreen Udiversiti€s atrd apex tevel regulatory bodies, with the objeds of (j)
ensuring the autonomy and accountability of aI institurions of higher education
in dte State, (ii) promoting academic excelle!
academic input to the r.; o.""--;;;;i;#"#;i:f:.tt#:1l:
planniq, snd (iii) guiding th€ grofih of high€r education in accordance with
the socio-economic requirements of (he State;

8

EXTRACT FROM THE KERAIA STATE HIGHER
EDUCATION COUNCIL ACT, 2OO7

(22 OF 2007)

2. De|ihitions.__-IJit this Acf, unless.thc conrext otherwise requires,_

(a) 'ndvisory Councit" means the Advisory Council of the Council;

(g) "Executive Council,'mealls the Executive Councit of the Coucil;

(h) 'Govemine Cowcil,' means th€ coveming Council of rbe Council;

(s) 'regulations,' meaDs the regulations rnade by rhc cov€ning Coucil
und€r this Act;
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4. Responsibilities and functions of the Council -(l) The Council shall

heve the folowirlg gercral r€spodsibiliiies and functions, namely:

(a) to render advicc to the Govemment, Univemities and other

institutions of higher education in the State;

(2) For the furthemnce of ihe above responsibilities and functions, the

Council shal specifically undertake the folowidg, namelv:-

(y) €volve schemes to sensitise the students to environmental and

gender issues.

5. The Patrcn-<l) T\. Governo. of Kenla, by virtE of his o6ce shajl be

the Patrotr of th€ Corncil.

(3) Thc Patloo shall hav€ the dght to address any meetitrg of th€

Council, if he so deslres.

6, The l4sitor.-(\, The chiei Ministet of Kerala shall, bv vLtue of his

office, be lhe Visitor of the Council.

(3) Tbe \4silor, shaU preside over the neeting of the Advisory Coucll.

9. me Member-Sectetary.-(l) At academician, preferably $'ith

administrativ€ expcrience,6hall bc appointed by the Govermenl 6s

Membsr-s€cretary of the Council.

58/20r8.
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(l) The Memb€!-secrerary shal erercise such powers and perfomr such

other functions as may be prescribed.

lO. The RegbtraL-<t) Aa omce. lot below rhc rank ofa Joint Secretary
to CoverDrnent shall be appoided by the covemment as Regishar of the Council

(4) The RegisEar shall exercise such omer powers and perform such
other firnctions as may b€ prescribed.

-.. 
l.l. Composition of the Councit._(l) The Council shslt comprise of the

followirg bodies, namely:-

(a) the Advisory Council;

(b) th€ Cov€ming Couqcil;

(c) the Execurive Coullcil;

(2) The Bodies of the Councit shall b€ reconstiruted every four years
from the date of 6eir constiturion:

_ Provided that in the event of detay in the reconstituriotr of the Bodi€s,
they shal continu€ to bc in ofice for a further perod of six montbr or tilt tlrc;
r€€onst{uno4 whichever b earlier.

t2. The Advisory Corrcil._The Advisory Council shall consisr of the
fonowing mernb€rs, narnelyr-

(k) one Vica-Charcellor ofa Uniwrsity outside th€ Srate, nominared by
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(ab) one Mayor. nominated by the Covemmerl

14. The Goleming Counct-The Govemi4 CouDcil shall cotrsists of the

fouowing memberq nanely:-

(r) the Agricultural Pro<tuction Commissioner' rr-oltrcio.

15, Powers and Junctions of the Gowming Cau,ctl - The ooverning

Councit shall have the following powers and tunctions' nanelv:-

(k) it shall meet, as oftetr as may be necessary at 6uch tim€ and place

and observc such rules of procedute as may be provided in the regulations

provtded that it shall meet at least twice a year;

11. Powers and duties of the Executi)e Council'-fh€ Executive Council

shatl have the folowing powss and duties, tramclv:-

(c) it shall nominate one of its membcn to the Svndicat€/Executiv€

Committe€ of each Utriversitv and such n]€nber shall ensure €ffective

communication of the views of the Council aod co_ordinate the implem€ntatlon

of p.ogranrnes conrmon to all universiti$;



20. Tems and Conditiotls of nce_Chaimah, Member_Secretary and
Menben.--(t) Th. rfl,ce-ChaiIman, MeEber_Secr€tary and Membss orher thrn
the meober of the E{ecutive Courlcil nominated under clause (c) of s€ction 16,
unless rcmoved ftom ti€ otrrce in accordance with the proyisions of this Acr_
shall hold offic€ for rh€ etrtirc rerm of rhe Body of Councit ro which they are
appomled or trominated or elected ss the case may b€:

Provided tfiat they shall cotrtinue to hold office of Vice_Chainnan.
Member-Secr€tary and Members respeclivety for a fuiher period of six montbs
or till further appointrnent or nomination or election is made to the resD€caive
offices, !'hichever is earlierl

25. Funds of the Councit._(l) The funds of the Council shsll include
all sums which may, fiom timc to rim€, b€ paid to it by the covennEcnt and
aU other receipts inctuding any sum ftom the Central Covemmerq aay Srate
Govertrmest. the Utriversily Craots Commission or any orher authorilv.
i[stitutions or pcrson.


