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THE A, P J, ABDUL KAIAM TECHNOLOGICAL UNI1TRSITY

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2OI8

B]LL

to amend the A. P J. Abdul Kalan Technological Unbersity Act, 2015

Preanble.-WaERE^s, it is €xpedient to amend the A. P. J Abdul Kalam
' Terbnological Univenity Act, 2015 for the purposes hffeinafter appearing;

. BE it enacted in th€ Sixty-rdnth Year of the Republic ol l dia as

follors:

l. Short title and commencement. (l) This Act may be called the

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam Technologicat Udvenity (Amendrn€nl) Act' 2018.

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force on th€ 8th dav of
Dec€mber, 2017.

2. Substitution of rcfercnces to certain exprcssio6 bv other eryressions.-

In the A. P J Abdul Kalan Technological University Act' 2015 (17 of 2015)

(hereinafter referred to as ihe principal Act),

(a) for the words, "Academic Committee" wh€rever thev occur, the

words "Academic Council" shall b€ substituted;

(b) for the words "Executive Cohmittee" wh€revet thev occur, the

word "Syndicate" shall be sub$inrted

3. Anendme t of section 14 -ln section 14 of the princiPal Act, in

sub-section (5), for the words "as soon as may be, repon in writitrg" the words

"submit for approval in the next meeting" shall be substitut€d'
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4. Anendnent o1 section.ls. In rhe principal Act, for sub-secrion (3) of
section 15 and the proviso thereto, the following sub-section shall be
substituted, namely:-

"(3) The terrn of appointment of Pro-Vice-Chanc€llor shall be
four years.".

5. Anendment of section 22.-ln section 22 ofthe principalAct,the word
"and" occurins after item " (iv) The Research Council" shall be omitted and
after item (i9 so am€nded, the following items shall be inserted, namely:-

"(v) The Board of Studies;

(vi) The Finance Committee;

(vii) The Planning Coffnitteei

(viii) The Students Council, and"

6. Anendment of section 23.-ln section 23 of the principal Act, in
sub-s€ction (1),-

(a) under lhe heading -F\-officio Member. . for il€m (xv). rhe
following item shall be substinrted, namelyi-

"(xv) Trrc Chaiman of the University Union.";

(b) undef the headine "Elected Members", for item (ii), the following
item shall be substituted, namely:

"(ii) Six repr€sentatives of the students of the University, elect€d
by the students ftom anong thernselves as may be prcscribed by the Statutes,
of whom $ree shall b€ Fon cove.runent engineering colleges, one shall be fiom
aided engineering colleges, one shall be from covemment controlled self
financins ensineerins colleses and one shall be from private self financing
engineering colleges; of the said members, one shall be a post gmduate student,

one shall be a woman and one shall belong to the Scheduled Castes or
. Scheduled Tnbes;";

(c) under fie heading "Nominated Members",-

(i) for item (iv), the following item shall be substibted, namely:

"(iv) Two erninent academicians from any ofthe Universities in I

Kerala who has supervis€d Ph.D. Research and having post doctoral
publications.".
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(ii) for item (v), tle following item shall be substituted' mmelv:-

"(v) Heads or Managers of three engineering colleges' nominaied

by the oov€rurent, of whorn one shall b€ ftom aided college' one shall be *om

covenment controlleal self financing coll€ge and one shall be ftom private self

financing college: :

(iii) for item (vi)' the following items shatl be substituted' namely:- 
-

"(vi) Two teachers of Government engineering colleges' one

teacher of aided eogineering college' on€ teacher of Goverflment controlled self

financing engineering coll€ge' one teacher of privat€ self financing engin€ering

college, nominated by the Govemment from amoflg the ieachers' who shall be

having Ph.D. and ten years of teaching €xp€rience; of the said members' one

shall ie a woman, one shall belong to Scheduled Castes or Sch€duled Tribes

and one shall be a teacher of scienc€ subject other than engneenng;

(vii) One member, nominared bv the Covernment' from among

non{€aching staff ";

(d) under the h€ading "Orler M€rnbers", item (i) shall be omined'

1. Amendnent of section 27 -ln section 2? of the principal Act' in

sub-section (1), under ihe heading " Ex-oIficio Members 

"
(a) for iten (xi), the fotlowing item and proviso shall be substituted'

"(xi) One member nominated bv the Covemment from among the

representativ€s of the stud€nis in the Board of Govemors:

Provided that wheie the election of representatives of students has not

been completed as per the Statutes, the Govemment may' till the completion of

election nominate one stual€nt of a Govemment engineering college affiliated to

the Univ€rsity;"

(b) for item Qdii), 1he following iten shall b€ $rbstituted' namelv:-

"(xiii) One mernber norninated bv the Covemment from among the

Managers or Heads of Engineering colleges in the Board of Govemors;";
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8. Amendnenr of section JI.-tn section 3l of the principal Acr, in
sub-section (2),-

(a) for item (iii), the fonowing item shall be substituted, namely:

"(iii) One Principal each nomina.ed by the Board of Covemors from
each of the caiegoiy of Covernment engineering college, aided engineering
college, Covemm€nt controll€d self financing college and private self financing
engueering college afiiliated to rhe Univenity f.om the lists consisting of lhree
persons each given by lhe Vice-Chancellor; of whom one shall be a woman. tn
the absence of woman qualified to be included in the lisrs, lhose who belone to
other categones shall be considered.";

(b) for irEm (iv), th€ folowins irem shall b€ subsrituted, namely:_

"(iv) One teacher each, not b€low the rank of prof€ssors nominateat
by the Board of Governors, from each of the catego.y of covernm€nt
engineering college, aided engineering colleg€, Covemment controlled s€lf
financing college and private self financing enginee.ing college, affliared to
the University, from the lisas from each of the said categories given by the
Vice-Chancellor consisting of three persons €ach representing various
branch€s of €ngineering; of whom one shall be a woman and one shall belong
to the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Trib€s. In the absence of woman or
those belonging to Scheduled Cas.es or Scheduled Tribes qualifi€d to be
includ€d in the lists, for the places earmarked for those categories, those
belonging to other category or categories shall be considered .";

(c) in hem (v), for the word! "Two eminent industrialisrs" the words
"One eminent industrialist" shall be substituted;

. (d) after item (viii), the following items strall b€ inserted, namely:-

"(ix) Vioe-Chairman, Kerala State Higher Education Council or a
member of the Council aurhorized by him;

(x) Two student repesentatives of the Board of Govemors, nominated
by the Chancellor, of whom one shall be a graduate student ard one shaU be a
post graduate snrdent; of whom one shall be a woman.".
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9. lnsertion of new sections Jor section 37 
-Fot 

Eection 37 of the principal

Act, the followiog sections shall be substituted, namelyr-

"37. Boaftt oJ Studies.-(l) There shall b€ a Board of Studies for each

branch of studies, as decided by the Syndicate.

(2) The constitution and powers of Board of Studies shall be as

prescibed by lhe Statutes.

37A. Finance Con ittee.-(l)Therc shall be a Fi ance Committee, to

advice on any issues r€lated to financial matters ol the Universitv' with a

person having specific qualifications appointed bv the Svndicate, as its

Chairmao.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, th€ constitution, powers'

tuoctions and procedures for delegation of powers of Finance Conmiltee shall

be as prescribed by Statutes.

31 R. Ptanning Connittee-(l) There shall be a Plarming Committe€' to

advice the Syndicate and Academic Council on any matter which are

considered to be necessary for achieving the objectives of th€ UriveNity' wirh

a person appointed by the Syndicate as its Chairman

(2) The Pladning Committee shall have the following functions,

(i) to chalk out comprehensive plan for flve years with resp€ct to the

development of the University;

(ii) to pr€pare an outline of desirable methods for the progress of drc

University;

(iii) to render advice with regard to the implemertation of plans

approved by the Syndicate;

(iv) to evaluate the total exPertise shown bv the Uflivenitv in

achieving the target intended to be achiev€d during the plan period'

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the constitution, powers,

tunctions 3nd procedures for delegation of powerc of Planning Cotnmittee shall

be as prescrit'ed bY Statutes



37C. Students Council.-(l) There shall be a Students Council for the
University for dealing with the matters relating to welfare of students.

(2) Subject to the provisiotrs of this Act, the constitution, powers,
tunctions and procedures for delegation of powen of Students Council shall be
as prescribed by Statutes.".

10. Repeol an.l sains.-(l) The A.P.J. Abdul Kalain Technolosical
Univenity (Amerdmeno Ordinance, 2018 (18 of 2018) is hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or deemed to have been

done or any action taken or deemed 10 have beer taken under the principal Act
as amended by the said Ordinance shall be deemed to have been done or t*en
under the principal Act as amended by this Act.

STAIEMENT OF OBIECTS AND REASONS

Va ous issues relating to the A. P J. Abdul Kalam University hav€ come
to the notice of th€ Government. Taking into account the curr€nt situation in t}le
University, the Covernnent considers it necessary to bring certain amendments
in the A. P. J. Abdul Katam Technological Univenity Act, 2015 (1? of 2015). The
provisions of lhe Cochin University of Science ard Tecbnology Acr, 1986, is a
nodel to resolve certain p.oblems and practical issues beins faced by the
University. Hence, the Govemment have decided to amend the A. p J. Abdut
Kalarn Technolosical Univeftity Act, 2015.

2. In addilion to the existing Authorities of the Uoiversity, it h3s been
decided to cofftitute the Board of Studies, Financial Committee, planning
Committ€e and a Students Council in the Universiry. It is also decided ro brine
major changes in the constitution of rhe Board of covernors by including
representatives of students and teach€rs, representing vsrious categories of
colleges, having experience and higher qualifications. Changes have been
proposed in the Exeoutive Committee and in the Academic Committee.
Govemment have also decided to substitute the names .Acsdemic Council' and
'Syndicate' in the places of the authoriries. .Academic Commitree' and
'Executive Comrnit&e'. respectively.

3. As the Kerala State Legislative Assembly was not in session and the
above proposals had to b€ given ellecr ro immediatelt ihe A. p J. AMul Katam
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Technological UniverJity (Amendment) ordnance, 201? wa's promulgatedlv-1he

i"'"*"i.r r-"f" on 8th December' 201? ard the same was published as

Orain-"" lo. 28 of 2017 in the Kerata Gazett€ Extaordinarv No' 2700 dated

8& Dec€rnb€r, 2017

4. Though a Bill to replace the said Ordinance bv an Act of the State

Legislatue w;s published as Bill No' 101 of the Fourc€nth Kerala Legisbtive

a"-"".tty, tn" "u-" 
*"ld flot b€ introduced in, and passed bv' rhe Kerala Slate

i"giJ"i* r*""rntrv a*ing its session which commenced on the 22nd dav of

January, 2018 ard ended on the ?th day of February' 20lE

5. ln ord€r to keep alivc the provisions of the said Ordinance' the

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam Technological Univelsitv (Amendrneno Ordinance' 2018 was

or.IDulr","a t" ,ft" o"temor of Kenla on the 12th day of February 2018 and

ir'. 
""J" 

*""'p'Ul*r'"a as Ordinance No 18 of2018 in the Kerala Gazette

ExtraordiDary No. 342 dat€d the l2th dav of F€biuary' 2018'

6. The Bill seeks to replace the said Ordinance by an Act of the State

Legislature.

FINANCTAL MEMORANDUM

As per Sect'on 50 of the A P J Abdul Kalam T€chnological Universitv

,lct, Zori one consordated tund bv nam€ "The Technological Universiry Fund"

t * t 
"r, 

fo.rn"a fo. ttte ."search activities and other activities of $e Universrtv

ir i*"Jt *""*t **nditule ol about < 5'44'60'000 (Rup€€s five ffore forry

four lakhs and sixtv thousand Onlv) and noo-reourring expendlNre

.i i iopopo,ooo (Rupees ten crores onlv) from the consolidated Fund of

the State.

2. No cardinal changes have been made in the constitution of the

University aft€r establishine the same The Bill proposes to include two more

"t"tt"* ft ,tt" 
""*a "f 

Covemors' the apex bodv of the Universiry Clause 5

"i*" "iff 
o-oo*" . "r"*d 

section 22 bv including Board of Shrdies' Financ€

C".-l*", f'U."ing C.--itrce and Stu'lents Councit also as tne Authorities of

th€ Udversrty.

3. ln lieu of the Board of Studies to be newlv introduced' the Cutriculum

Commiltee is futrctioning at present The expenditure of the Curiculum
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Commiltee is mel from the Plan firnd of the University. Hence no additional
expenditure will be incurred for drc same. The Finance Comnitt€e and Planning
Committee may function as the committees consisting of the officers of th€
Univenity itself Hence expenditure from the Plan Fund is not expected for their
activities. The tund for the activities of the Students Council may be met ftom
the Students Administration Fund being realized from the stxdents by the
Universiry

4. In the above circumstances no additional expenditure, other than those
from the PIan Fund of the University, would b€ involved from the Consolidated
Fund of the State.

MEMORANDIJM REGARDING DELEGAIID LEGISI-AIION

Sub-section (2) of section 37, propos€d to b€ iNerted newly as per clausc
9 of tlle Bill, seeks to empower the Government and University to make statules

by prescribing the constitution and powerc of Board of Studies.

2. Sub-section (2) of section 37A, proposed to be inserted newly ss per
clause 9 of lhe Bill, seeks to empow€r the Covemrnent and Univenity to make
statutes by prescdbing the constitution, powers, ilrtctions and procedures for
delegarion of powen of Finance Committ€€.

3. Sub-section (3) of section 37B, proposed to be inserted newly as per
clause 9 of the Bill, seeks to empower the Govenunent and University to nate
statutes by prescribing the constitution, powers, functions aod procedures for
del€gation of powers of Plaruing Committee.

4- Sub-section (2) of s€ction 37C, seeks to empower th€ Govemment and

University to make statutes by prescribing the constitution, powers, functions
and procedures for delegation of powers of Shrdents Council.

5. The matters in respect ofwhich statutes may be made are matters of
procedure arld are of routine or administrative in nature. Further, the statutes
after they are made are sub.ject to scrutiny by the Legislative Assembl, The
delegation of legislative power is, therefore, of a normal charact€r.

Pmfl C. RAVEENDRANATH
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EXTRACT FROM TIIE A. P J. ABDUL KALAM TECHNOLOGICAI

UNN'ERSITV ACf, 2015

(1? of 2015)

2. Dqli itions.-k this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(b) "Academic Committee" means the Academic Committee oi th€

University constituted under section 3l;

(q) "Executiv€ Committee" means the Executive Committee of
the Udivercity;

14. Powers of the nce-Chancellor' (l) The Vice-Chancellor shall be the

principal academic and executive officer of the university. He shall be

responsible for the d€v€lopment of academic proglammes of th€ Unive$itv. H€

shall oversee and monitor the adminislmtion of the acadernic programmes and

g€nerat administsation of th€ Universily to ensure efnci€ncy and good order of
the Universiry

(5) If th€re are reasonable grounds for the Vice-Charcellor to beli€ve

that there is an emergency which r€quircs itnmediate action to be taken' he shall,

take such action as he thinks necessary, and shall, as soon as may b€' repon in

writing, the grouds for lhe emergency and tbe action laken by him' to such

authority or body which, in the ordinary course' would have dealt with the

matter. In the event of a difference arising betwe€n the Vice-Chancellor and the

authority, on the issue of €xistence of such atr emergqrcy, or on the action takeir

or on both, the matt€r shall be refened to the Chancellor whose decision shall

be final.

523/2014.
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15. Appoinhent, potlers and duties of the pro_nce_Chance or. (t)
The Chancellor shall appoiDt a person reconmerded by the Covemarent, who is
wofking in the field of engineering, technology and having the quatificatioN
presc.ibcd in the Sratutes, to be the pro-Vice,Chancelor, who shall be a tu[rime
salaried officer of the University.

(3) The term of appointn€nt of the pm-Vice-Chanc€llor shall be for a
period of four years and if found eligible for reappointment, he may be
appointed for the next four years also:

Provided that no person who is more than sixty years of age shall be
eligible for reappoinrnent.

(xv) Chairman of the Studenb Council.

Elect€d Members

22. Authorities of the Urive rljr.-The following shall be tlrc Authoriries of
the Univercity. namely:

(t The Board of covemors;

(n) Ihe Executive Committee;

(iii) The Acsdemic Colnlllitte€;

(i, The Research Council; and

Such other bodies of the Universiry as may be designared by Srarutes to
be the aulhoriti€s of ih€ University.

23. The Board of Goveno^. 11) The Board of covemors shall consist
of the following membqs, namety:-

Ex-olncio Members
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(ii) Four representatives of the srudents etecred from among the

students as may be prescribed in the Srarutes, of whom one shall be a post
graduate student and one shall be a female sruqetrL

Nominat€d Members

(iv) Two €minent academicians of lh€ scienc€ branch workin! in rhe
Science educalion depanrnenrs Ln the Universnies in Kearla who has suoervised
Ph.D. Research aDd ha!ing posr docro.al pubticaljons;

(v) Four Managers of Engineering Colleges, rominated by rhe
Govemment, of whom three shall be persons from the unaided private sector and
one person shall be from the Oovemmenr controll€d unaided privac sector;

(vi) One teacher each from Government College, Aided Colleg€,
Govemment controlled Unaided college and Unaided couege, nominated by rhe
Govemment. They shall be Ph.D. holdeN and having reaching experience ofnor
Iess than t€n years.

Other Members

(i) One rDenber representing .he AICTE;

27. Ihe Ex.r:uttue Conniuee. (1) The Execurive Comminee shalt b€ the
chief executive body of the University and shall consisr of the following
members, namely:-

Ex-olficio Members

(xi) One member noninared by rhe covemm€nt from arrong the
represeotatives of th€ studenrs elecred to the Board of Govemors in the manner
as may be prescribed in the Statutes;

(xiii) One rnember nominated by the Covemment from among the
Managers of Pivate Colleges in rhe Board of covemors.
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31. Constitlttion of the Acadenic Connittee.-(1, The Academic

Conrnitt€e shall be the principal academic body of the Univenity responsible for

the maintenance of stardards of instruction, education, training, research and

examinations and shall be constinrted by the Board of Govemors for every two

acadmic Yea .

(2) The Academic Committ€e shall consisi of the following In€mbers,

nemely:

(iii) Four Principals of affiliated colleges, out of which one shall be

fro'n Govemmenl colleges. one from Covemment conrrolled self financiie

colleges, one ftom unaided colleses and one ftom aided colleges, nominated bv

the Board of Govemon on tho recommendation of the Vice-Cbancellor;

(iv) Four teach€rs not below the rank of Prof€ssors, representing

various bnnches of engideering, from the affiliated colleges nominated bv lhe

Board of Govemon on the r€commendation of the Vice-Chancellor of which one

each shall represent th€ Govemment colleges, Covernment contrclled self
financing cotleges, unaided colleges and aided colleges, respectivelv, and one

amotrg ihem shall b€long to the Scheduted Castes or Scheduled Tnbes;

(v) Two eminent industrialists with graduation in EDgineering,

nominated by the Charcellor on tne recommendation of the Govemment;

(viii) Dean Eesearch).

3'7. Other Committees.--The Vice-Chancellor shall have the power to

appoini committees like Board of Srudi€s, Board of Examinations, Planning

Committee, StudenG Council etc. for the purposes of achieving th€ objects of
this Act, and in that committee. unless otherwise provided in this Act or the

Statutes. the memb€rs of the authorities and such other nembers as he may

think fit may be included.




