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THE KERALA MARINE FISHING REGULATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL' 2017

(RePort of th€ Subjed Committee)

Subject Committee I (Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries) to which

"The Kerala Marine Fishing Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2017" was refened'

considered the Bill (Bill No. 81) clause by clause and now submits its rePort with

the Bill as reponed by the Committee annexed thereto'

2. The Kerala Marine Fishing Regulation (Amendment) Bill' 2017 was

published as a Gazette Extraordinary dated August 6, 2017 The Bill was

in[oduced in the Assembly on August 10, 2017 and was refened to the subject

Committee on the same day.

3. The Committee held its meeting on August 16, 2017 tn the absence of

the Chairman Shri V S. Sunil Kumag Minister for Agdculture, the Committee

selected Smt. J. Mercykutty Amma, Ex-officio Member and Minister for Fisheries'

Harbou Engineering and Cashew Industy to preside over the meeting' The

Committee cdnsidered the Bill clause by clause and recommends to adopt the bill

with the following modificadons:-

Clause 4

In clause 4, in the proposed sub-clause (da) of sub-clause(2)' for the words

"a village having area abutting to sea shore"the words "a fishing village notified as

per section 3 of the Kerala Fishermen Welfare Societies Act, 1980 [Act 7 of 19811"

shall be substituted.

Clause 5

(i) In clause 5, the words "existing clause" shall be substitued

by the words "clause (d)" and in the proposed sub-clause (e) for the words "such

kind, type or size of fishing gear'' the words "such type of, or such size of' fishing

vessel or fishing geaf' shall be substituted;

(ii) In the proposed sub-clause (f) after the word "noxious" the

word "chemicals" shall be insenec.
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Clause 6

(i) The existing clauses (3) to (12) shall be renumbered as (5) to
(14) and the clauses (3) and (a) shall be inserted as follows:-

"(3) Notwithsranding anything contaiued in this Act, bul subject to
provisions contained in sub-section (4), every owner of a boat building yard
existing before the commencement of tiis Act may continue the same.

(4) Every boat building yard continued under sub-secrion (3) shall not
continue after the expiry of three months from the date of commencement of rhis

Act unless the unit is registered under section 9A:

Provided that the authorized officer may, for sufficient reasons to be recorded

in writing, ext€nd the time limit for registration lor a further period not exceeding

three months as he deems fit.";

(ii) In the sub-clause renumbered as (6), sub-clause(c) shall be

omitted and the sub-clauses (d) and (e) shall be relenered as (c) and (d);

(iii) In the sub-clause renumbered as (13), for the word ..navel,,,

the word "naval" shall be substituted:

(iv) In the sub-clause (1) of the new section 98 proposed under
clause (6), for the words "building yard,,, the words ..boat building yard,,shall be

substituted:

(v) In the sub-clause (7) of the ner{ section 9E proposed under
clause (6), for the words "boat building yard" the words ..fishing net production
unif'shall be substituted and sub-clause (12) shall be omitted; ,

(vi) In the new section gF proposed under tlause (6), for the
words "be permitted to function which is not registered', the words ,,function

without registration" shall be substituted.

(vii) After section gG, section gH shall be insefted as follows:_
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"9H. Appeal ogainst the order of refusal, cancellation, suspension or renewal

of registration.-(7) Any owner of the boat building yard or fishing net Production

unit aggrieved by an order of the authorized oflicer refusing, suspending or

cancelling the regisuation or refusing the r€newal of registratioo may, within thirty

days from the date of receipt of such order, prefer an appeal to the Joint Dir€ctor of

Fisheries, Govemment of Kerala of the zone concerned.

(2) On receipt of an appeal under sub-section (1), the Joint Director of

Fisheries, Govemment of Kerala of the zone concerned shall, after conducting

such enquiry as he deems fit and after giving the appellant and the authorized

officer concemed an opponunity of being heard, pass such orders thereon as he

deems fit.".

Clause 7

(i) In item (c) of subclause (2), the word "nearby" shall be omitted.

(ii) In item (e) of sub-clause (2) of Clause 7, for the word "one", the

word "three" shall be substituted and the following explanation shall be insened

after sub-clause (e):-

"Explonotion.-ln the case of a fishing village shared by more than one

Grama Panchayath/Muncipality or more than one division of Muncipal

Corporation, th€ head of the Grama Panchayalh./Muncipality or Division Member

of Muncipal corporation where most of the fishermen of the respective fishing

village belong shall be the head of Fishing Village Management Council.";

(iii) In sub-clause (3), after item(b), the following shall be

inserted as itern(c), "(c) Mayor of the Muncipal Corporation (if the Muncipal

Corporation has a Marine Fishing VillageFMember;" and t}te rest of the items

shall be relettered as item (d) to (g).

r174t20r7.
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(iv) In sub-clause (4), for the words "State fisheries management

council", the words "State Fisheries Management Council" shall be substituted;

(v) In item @) of sub-clause(4), the word "each" shall be omitted

and for the word "Members" against it, the word "Member" shall be substituted;

(vi) After sub-clause(4), the following sub-clauses (5) to (8) shall

be inserted and the existing sub-clause(5) shall be renumbered as (9):-

"(5) The term of office of non-official members of the councils shall be

five years from the date of publication of the notification constituting the council

concerned,

(6) Any non-official member may resign his membership by giving notice

in writing to the Govemment but shall continue to hold office u[til his resignation

is accepted by the Government.

(7) A vacancy arising by reason of resignarion shall be filled up wirhin

three months and the member so appointed shall hold office only for the remaining

period of the tem.

(8) The Govemrnent may remove any member,-

(a) if he is of unsound mind;

(b) if he is adjudged as undischarged insolvenu

(c) becomes incapable of continuing as such, due to physical or

mental disability;

(d) has been convicted for an offence, which in the opinion of the

Govemment involves moral turpitude or financial irregularities.";

(vii) In the renumbered sub-clause (9), whereever the words

"State Fishedes Management Society" occus, substitute the words ,,State Fisheries

Resource Management Society" and substitute the words "State Fisheries

Management Councils" by the words "State Fisheries MaDagement Council,';
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(viii) In the proPosed new Section 13D, for the clause(i), the words

"and execute" shall be omitted;

(ix) In clause(ii), the words "to advice Director of Fisheries"

shall be omitted:

. (x) ln clause(iii), for the words "to provide technical and other

assistance to the Depanment of Fisheries for the creation of', the words "to create"

. shall be substituted;

(xi) clause(vii) shall be omitted and the clause (viii) shall be

renumbered as (vii) and in the newly renumbered clause(vii), the words "to the

State Government" shall be omitted;

(xii) Clauses(ix), (x), (xi), (xiii), (xiv) (xv), (xvi) shall be omitted

and the rest of the clauses shall be renumbered accordingly and in the newly

renumbered clause (ix), the words "the State Management Council" shall be

substituted with the words "the State Fisheries Management Council".

Clause 10

The section 17 of the princiPal Act Proposed to be amended by clause(1o)'

the following shall be substituted as Section 17 :-

. "10. Substitution of section lz-For section 17 of the principal Act' the

following section shall be substituted, namely:-

. " 17 . Penalry.-{1) Where the adjudicating officer, after enquiry under section

16, finds that any Person has used or caused or allowed to be used,-

(a) any fishing vessel fitted with 100 hp engine or above as single or

in toto or any mechanized fishing vessel in contravention of the provisions of

section 5 or 7 of this Act or ary rule made or order issued tlrereunder shall be

liable to Penalty of an amount of two lakh and fifty thousand rupees;
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(b) any non-mechanised fishing vessel fined with engine in between
10 hp and 100 hp as single or in toto, in contrayention of the provisions of section
5 or 7 of this Act or any rule made or order issued thereunder shall be liable to
penalty of an amount of one lakh rupees;

(c) any non-motorised fishing vessel or any motorised fishing vessel
fitted with 10 hp engine or below, in contravention of the provisions of section 5
or 7 of this Act or any rule made or order issued thereunder shall be liable to
penalty of an amount of ten thousand rupees;

(d) any boat building yard in conhavention of the provisions of
section 9C of this Act or any rule made or order issued thereunder or has violated
any of the conditions of the regishation ceftificate or licence, shall be liable to
penalty of an amount of two lakh and fifty thousand rupees;

(e) any fishing net production dnit in contravention of the provisions
of section 9F of this Act or the rules made or order issued thereunder or has
violated any of the conditions of the regisuation ceftificate or licence, shall be
liable to penalty of an amount of two lakh and fifty thousand rupees:

Provided that where lhe?€nalty under this sub-section is imposed on a person
for the second or subsequent time and for the same offence, such person shall be
punished with double the amount of the penalty anrl the registration and./or licence
shall be suspended or cancelled:

Provided further that if the pe$on has not remitted the penalty imposed under
this sub-section, the fishing vessel shall be seized and in the case of the boat
building yard and fishing net production unit, it shall be sealed and shall be
forfeited or attached and sold, as the case may be, to the Government aft€r giving
proper notice, in the manner as may be prescribed.

(2) In addition to any penalty that may be imposed under sub-section (1),
the fish seized under section 14 shall be fofeited to the Government.
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(3) No person shall, on and from such date as may be notified by the

Governm€n! use such type of fishing vessel specified in such notification'-

(a) wihout holographic regisradon plate;

(b) without life saving appliances;

' (c) without certified syrang;

(d) without certified engine driver;

' (e) without signal flag and light;

(f) without colour coding.

(4) Any penon who violates any of the provisions of sub-section (3) and

found guiltY shall,-

(a) in the case of non-motorized fishing vessel fined with 10 hp engine

or below be liable to pay a penalty of two thousand and five hundred rupees;

O) in the case of fishing vessel fitted wift engin€ in between 10 and

100 hp, be liable to pay a penalty of ten thousand rupees;

(c) in the case of fishing vessel fitted with 100 hp engine or above' be

liable to pay a penalty of twenty five thousand rupees:

Provided that where the penalty under this sub-section is imposed on a person

' for the second or subsequent time and for tle sarne offence' such person shall be

punish€d with double the amount of the Penalty and the licence shall be suspended

. or cancelled:

Providedfurtherthatifthepersonhasnotremittedthepenaltyimposedunder

this sub-section, the fishing vessel shall be impounded

(5) Any amourt of penalty imposed under this Act sball be recovered as if

it were an a$ear of public rgvenue due on land"'
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Clause 11

For the clause(b) proposed to be amended, the following shall be substituted
as "(b) in clause O for the word, brackets and figure ,,sub_section (2),,, the words,
brackets and figures "sub-sections (2) and (3),, shall be substituted,,.

4. All other changes are eitrer verbal or consequential.

5. The minutes of dissent is appended.

Thiruvananthapuram,

16th August, 2017.

V S. SUNIL KUMAR,

Choirmon,

Subject Committee I.
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THE KERALA MARINE FISHING REGULATION
(AMENDMENT) BrLL,2017

(As reported by the Subject Committee)

[The words underlined/sidelined indicate the modilications suggesrd by the
Committee. Omissions are indicated by asterisksl

BILL

further to omend the Keralo Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1gg0

Preamble.-Wt{EREAs, it is €xpedient further to amend the Kerala Marine
Fishing Regulatior Act, 1980 for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

BE ir enacted in the Sixty-eighth year of the Republic of India, as follows:_

1. Shorr title and commencemenf.__-(1) This Act may be called the Kerala
Marine Fishing Regulation (Amendment) Act, 2017.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of long title.-h the long dtle of the Kerala Marine Fishing
Regulation Act, 1980 (10 of 19Bt), (hereinafter refeffed to as the principal Act),
after the words "the coasdine of the State,', th€ words ,.registration 

of boat building
yard and fishing net prcduction unit, constitution of fisheries management councils
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto,,shall be added.

3. Amendment of preamble,-ln the preamble of the principal Act, after the
words "the coasdine of the State,,, the words ..aegistration of boat building yard and
fishing net production unit, constitution of fisberies ma.Dagement councils and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto,, shdl be added.

4. Amendment of section 2.-In section 2 of the principal Act,_

(1) after ctause (c), the following clauses shall be inseded, namely:_

' "(ca) "boat building yard,' means any place where vessels intended to
be used for fishing purpose are constructed, repaired, or sold;

1174/20t7.
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(cb) "fishing net production unit,, means any place where net intended
to be used for fishing purprose are manufactured, fabricated or sold;,,;

(2) after clause (d), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-

"(da) "Marine Fishing Village,' means a fishing village notified as ger
section 3 of the Kerala Fishermen Welfare Socities Act. 19BO tAct 7 of 19811:',.

5. Amendmant of section 4.-In section 4 of tbe principal Act, after Cl4use-lkD,
the following clauses shall be inserted, namely:-

"(e) the production, keeping and transportation of such type of. or
such size of. fishing vessel or fishing gear. as may be prescribed;

(I) the use of any dynamite, other explosive substance, porson or
noxious chemicals. light or other destmctive materials to catch or destroy the fish
in the specified area as may be prescribed.,,.

6. Insertion of new sections 9A, 98, 9C, 9D, 9E, 9F cnd 9G.- In the
principal Act, after section 9, the following sections shall be insened, namely:-

"94- Registation of boat building yard.{1) The owner of every boat
building yard shall register the boat building yard under the provisions of this Acl
and the rules made thereunder

(2) Every application for regisuation of a boat building yard shall be
made by the owner to the authorised officer in such form, containing such
particulars and accompanied by such fees, as may be prescribed.

(3) Notwithstanding anlthing contained in this Act, but subject to
provisions contained in sub-section (4), every owner of a boat building yard
existing before the commencement of this Act may continue the same.

(4) Every boat building yard continued under sub-section (3) shall not
continue after the expiry of three months from the date of commencement of this
Act unless the unit is registered under section 9A:

Provided that the authorized officer may, for sufficient reasons to be
recorded in writing, extend the time limit for registration for a further pedod not
exceeding three months as he deems fit.
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(5) The authorised officer on receipt of an application for registration

may, after making such enquiry as he deems fit and having regard to the maters

referred to in sub-section (4), either grant or refuse to gtant the certificate of

registration, with.in such period, as may be prescribed.

(6) In $anting or refusing registration under sub-section (3), the

' authorised officer shall have regard to the following matte$, namely:-

(a) whether the boat building yard has the required specifications as

' may be prescribed;

@) declaration showing the purpose and use of the vessel in a form as

may be prescribed;

t----l
(c) whether the boat building yard is equipped with the fire safety

syst€m, first aid facility and such other facilities as may be prescribed; and

(d) any other matter as may be prescribed.

(7) Where the authorised officer decided to grant such regisuation to the

owner of the boat building yard, the cenificate of registratibn shall be issued in

such form, subject to such conditions, on payment of such fees and fumishing such

security as may be prescribed for the due Pe ormance of the conditions.

. (8) Registation once granted under this Act shall be valid for a period of

five years ftom the date of issue of the certificate of re$stration.

(9) Every boat building yard registered under this Act shall carry a
' re$stration marh assigned to it by the authorised officer and the registration mark

3o assigned shall be displayed in the prescribed manner'

(10) Where the authorised officer refuses to grant such regisuation,

the reasons for such refusal shall be recorded in w ting and an order of refusal

shall be communicated to the owner of the boat building yard together with the

reasons thereof,
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(11) The owner of every boat building yara, inatt fumish a cenificate io
the effect that the fishing vessels are built as per the approved type of design and
are seawonhy as prescribed by rules and such certificate shall be enclosed by the
fishermen at the time oI registration of such fishing vessels under this Acl

(12) The authorised officer shall conduct inspection in a boat building
yard at any time in the manner as may be prescribed.

(13) The construction of fishing vessel should be undergone in adherence
to approved plan in which n4y4l architect shall conduct various stages of inspection
in the manner as may be prescribed.

(14) The functioning of the boat building yard shall be in the manner as
may be prescribed.

98. Renewal of registration.-(7) The owner of a registercd boat building
yg4l shall renew the rcgistration in every five years-

(2) An application for renewal of registration of a boat building yard shall
be made by the owner to the authorised officer in such form, containing such
particulars, accompanied by such fees and within such period, as may be
prescribed.

(3) The authorised officer on rec€ipt of an application for renewal of
registration may, after making such enquiry as he deems fit, either renew or refuse
to renew the rEgisuation of the boat building yard within such period, as may be
prescribed.

Proyided that in any case where the application for the renewal of registration
is made after the expiry of the prescribed period, the authorised officer may allow
such application and dispose it subject to such other conditions and on payment of
such enhanced fees as may be prescribed:

Provided further that in any case where the application for renewal of
registration is made after the expiry of the prescribed period and the authorised
officer is satisfied that the applicant had sufficient cause for not making the
application within the time limit, he may entenain the application and dispose it
without levying the enhanced fees.



gC. Prohibition of using boat buildingyards tthich is not r€gistered -No
pe6or or authority shall be Permitted to oPerate or use any boat building yard

which is not registered under section 9A or 98 of this Act.

9D. Cancellotion and suspension of Registration.-If the authorised officer

is satisfied either on a reference made to him in this behalf or oth€rwise that,-

(a) a registration granted under section 9A or 98 has been obtained by

misrepresentation as to an essential facu or

(b) the holder of a rcgistration cenificate has without reasonable

cause, failed to comPly with the conditions subiect to which registration has been

granted or has contravened any of the provisions of this Act or any rule rnade or

order issued thereunder, without Prejudice to any oth€r Penalty to which the holder

of the registration certificate may be liable under this Act, the authorised officer

may, after giving the holder of the registration cenificate a reasonable oPportunity

of showing cause, cancel or suspend the registration,

gE. Registration of fishing net Production unit.-<1) The owner of every

fishing net production unit shall register such unit under this Act.

(2) Every application, for registration of such unit shall be made, by the

owner thereof to the authorised officer ln such form containing such paniculax and

shall be accompanied by such fees as may be prescribed.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act but subject to the

provisions of sub-section (4), every owner of the unit immediately before the

commencement of this Act may continue the unit.

(4) Every unit continued under sub-section (3) shall not continue after the

expiry of a period of three months from the date of commencement of this Act,

unless the unit is registered under this section:

Provided that the authorised officer may for sufficient reasons to be recorded

in writing extend the time limit for registation for such period not exceeding tlue€

months as he deems fit.
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(5) The authorised officer on receipt of an application for registration
may, after making such enquiry as he deems fit and having regard to the matters as
may be prescribed, either grant or refuse to grant the certificate of regishation,
within such period as may be prescribed.

(6) Where the authorised officer decided to grant such regisuation to the
fishing net production unit, the certificate of registration shall be issued in such
form, subject to such conditions, on payment of such fees and fumishing such
security as may be prescribed for the due performance of rhe conditions.

(7) Where the authorised officer refuses to grant such registration, the
reasons for such refusal shall be recorded in writing and an order of refusal shall be
communicated to the owner of the fishing net production unit togeth€r with the
reasons thereof.

(8) The aurhorised officer shall conduct inspection at any time in the
manner as may be prescribed.

(9) The Iishing uet production unit registered under this Act shall carry a
regisfiation mark, assigned by the authorised officer and the registration mark so
assigned shall be displayed in the manner as may be prcscribed.

(10) A certificate of regiskation issued under this secrion shall be valid for
a period of five years.

(11) The owner of fishing net production unit shall renew the regrstration
in every five yea$ and an application for renewal of registration shall be rnade by
the owner to the authorised officer in such form containing such particulars
accompanied by such fees and within such period as rnay be prescribed.

[**{.:r]

9F. Prchibition of using fishing net production unit which is not
r"9iste.?d.-No fishing net production unit shall function without registration
under section 9E of this Act.



9C. Cancellation and suspension of Registration.-lf the authorised officer

is satisfied either on a reference made to him in this regard or otherwise that,-

(a) a regishation granted under section 9E has been obtained by

misrepresentation as to an essential facu or

@) the holder of a r€gisEatiol certificate has without reasonable cause,

failed to comply with the conditions subject to which regisuation has been granted

or has contravened any of the provisions of this Act or any rule made or order

issued thereunder, without prejudice to any other penalty to which the holder of the

regisuation certificate may be liable under this Act, the authorised officer may, after

giving the holder of the registration cenificate a reasonable opportunity of showing

cause, cancel or suspend the registration.

9H. Appeal against the order of refusol, cancellotion, suspension or renerial

of registrotion.lD Any owner of the boar building yard or fishing net production

unit aggrieved by an order of ihe authorized officer refusing, suspending or

cancelling the registration or refusing the renewal of registration may, within thirty

days from thb date of receipt of such order, prefer an appeal to the Joint Director ol

Fisheries, Govemment of Kerala of the zone concerned.

(2) On receipt of an appeal under sub-section (1.), the Joint Director of

Fishedes, Govemment of Kerala of the zone concemed shall, after conducting such

enquiry as he deems fit and after giving the appellant and the authorized officer

concemed an opponunity of being heard, pass such orders thereon as he

deems fit.".

7. Insertion of new sections 13A, 13B, 13C and 13D.-h the principal Act,

after section 13, the following sections shall be inserted, namely:-
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"134. Constittttion of Fisheries Management Corncils.-{1) The

Govemment may, for the effective managem€nt and surv€illance of marine

{isheries and for effectively carrying out the provisions of this Act, by noilfication

in the Gazette, constitute a three tier system of Fisheries Management Councils,

namely:-

(a) Fishing Village Management Council,

O) Distdct Fishedes Management Council; and

(c) State Fish€ries Management Council;

(2) The Fishing Village Management Council shall consist of the

followingmembers, namely:-

(a) Head of the Grama PanchayatMunicipality or Division - Chairman
Memb€r of Municipal Corporation

@) Head of Matsya Bhavan having jurisdiction over the area - Jvlember

Jecretary

(c) Tlvo elected members of Grama PanchayaVMunicipality as - Member
nominated by its head from [***] coastal wards

(d) T\{o eleaed Presidents of Fisheries Co-operative Societies - Member
having jurisdictionin the area, nominated by the Govemment

(e) Ibfee fishermen from the same fishing Mllage, - Member
nominated bv the Govemment

Explanadon.-In tre case of a fishing village shared by more than one

Grama Panchayalh/Muncipality or more than one divi6ion of Muncipal

Corporation, the head of the Grama Panchayath/Muncipality or Division Member

of Muncipal Corporation where most of the fisherrnen of the respective fishing

village belong shall be the head of Fishing Village Management Council.;
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(3) The District Fisheries Management Council shall

following rnemben, namely:-

(a) Disuict Collector

O) Deputy Director of Fisheries

(c) Mayor of the Municipal Corporation (if the MurfciPal -
Corporation has a Marine Fishing Village)

(d) District Panchayat President

(e) One representative of Central Marine Fisheries -
Research Institute

(0 One representative each from five recognized fishermen -
trade unions, nominated by the Govemment

(g) One repmsentative from the Non{ovemmental Organisations -

involved in Marine fisheries/conservation, nominated by
the Government

(4) The State Fisheries Management Council shall
following members, namely:-

(a) Director of Fisheries

O) Additional Director of Fisheries

(c) Dircctor, Central Marin€ Fisheries Research Institute

(d) Director, Central Institute of Fisheries Technology

(e) Zoual Director, Fisheries Survey of India

(0 One Fisheries Expert nom.inated by the Govemment

consist of the

Chahman

Member
Secretary

Member

Member

Member

Members

Member

consist of the

ChaAman

Vice Chairman

Member

Member

Member

Member

(g) Five representatives from the fishermen trade unions, - Members

nominated by the Gov€mment

(h) 'One representative [***] from recognised mechanised - Member

boat oPerators unions, nominated by the Government

1174t2017.
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(i) One rcpresentative from Non-Govemmental Organizations _ M€mber
involved in Marine fisheries/Conservation, ;ominated
by the Govemment

O One representative of Seafood Exporters Association _ Member
(SEAL-Local Chapter) nominated by the Govemment

(k) One representative of Coast Guard _ Member
(l) One representative lrom Marine products Expon - Member :

Development Authority, nominated by the Government

(m) Joint Director of Fisheries 
S:fifi ,

(n) Deputy Director of Fisheries _ Member
(Co-ordination):

Provided that the officers coming under the Central instinrtes or authorities
may be nominated in consultation with such institute or authority, as the casemay be.

(5) The term of office of non-official members of the councils shall be
five years from the date of publication of the notification constituting the council
concem€d,

(6) Any non-official member may resign his membership by giving notice
in writing to the Govemment but shall continue to hold office until his resignation
is accepted by the Government.

(7) A vacancy aising by reason of resignation shall be filled up within
three months and the member so appointed shall hold office only for the remaining
period of the term.

(8) The Government may remove any member,-

(a) if he is of unsound mind;

@) if he is adjudged as undischarged insolvent;

(c) becom€s incapable of continuing as such, due to physical or
mental disability;

(d) has been convicted for an offence, which in the opinion of the
Govemment involves moral turpitude or financial ineguladties.
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(9) The present assets, liabilities and posts of th€ State Fisheries Resource

Management Society (FIRMA) shall be vested in, and transfened to, ihe Slale

Fisheries Management Council constituted under sub-section (4) of section 13A

with effect from such date as the Govemment may, by notification in the Gazette,

appoint. The officers holding such post shall be entitled for the same salary and

allowances and other conditions of sewice as if they were eligible if the Act were

not in force. The deployed post in the cadre of Joint Director of Fisheries ftom

State Fisheries Resouce Manag€ment Societv (FIRMA) will function as the

Member Secretary of the council. The deployed post in th€ cadre of Deputy

Dircctor of Fisheries ftom State Fisheries Resouce Management Societl' (FIRMA)

will function as the Member (Co-ordination) of the council.

138. Powers, Duties and functions of Fishing VIIage Management

Council.-The Fishing Village Management Council shall exercise the following

powers and perform the following duties and functions, namely:-

(i) to prepare village level Marine Fishery Management Plan

considering the local needs and get apprcval from the District Fisheries

Management Council;

(ii) creation of awareness among marine fisherfolk and coastal

inhabitants about resPonsible fishing and fish resource conservatiou

(iii) to resolve issues and social conflicts arnong fisherfolk and

coastal inhabitants at fishing village level;

(iv) to help the effective implementation of the provisions of this

Act in fishing village;

(v) to help the District Fisheries Management Council for carrying

out its functions and provide information called for by that Council;

(vi) to execute and discharge the duties assigngd by the District

Management Council ;

(vii) to provide information to the District Fisheries Management

Council on matters of consewation of marine fish resources;

(viii) such other powers, duties and functions as rnay be prescribed;



72

13C. Powers, duties and functions of Distriqt Fisheries Management
Council.-The Disaict Fisheries Management Council shall exercise the

following powers and perform the following duties and functions namely:-

(i) to prepare Marine Fishery Manag€ment Plan for the district and g€t

approval from the State Fishedes Management Council;

(ii) to take appropriate decisions on Village Level Fishery Management

Plan prepared by Fisheries Village Management Councils;

(iii) to discharge the duties and powers assigned by rhe State Fisheries

Management Council fmm dme to time;

(iv) to conduct district level awareness camps among marine fisherfolk
and coastal inhabitants:

(v) to resolve issues and conflicts between Fishing Village Management
Councils and those which are referued by such councils;

(vi) to help effective implementation of the provisions of this Act in
the Disnict ;

(vii) to help the State Fisheries Management Council for canying out its
functions and provide information called for by that Council;

(viii) to provide information to the State Fisheries Management Council
on matters of conservation of ma ne fish resources;

(ix) such other powen, duties and functions as may be prescribed.

l3D. Powers, duties and functions of Stat€ Fisheries Monogement
Council.-The State Fisheries Management Council shall exercise the following J

powers and perform the following duties and functions, namely:-

(i) to prepare [***] Marine Fishery Management plan for the State

or part there of;

(ii) 1***1 to identify suirable sites/locations for mariculture and
conservaUon activities;
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(iii) to create awareness among the marine fisherfolk and coastal

inhabitants;

(iv) to conduct training programmes, seminars' workhops etc' in

the field of rnariculture, conservation of marine fish resources and post+arvest

operations;

(v) to resolve issues and conflicts between Disuict councils and

those which are refened by the District councils;

(vi) to publish scientific papers, books, audio-video cassenes' joumals

etc. on madculture and conservation and management of marine fish resources;

['**]
(vii) to provide information [tt*] on management and conservation

of marine fish resources;

[***]

[***]

[***]

(viii) to do/get done all such other lawful things' that are conducive

orincidentaltotheadministrationofStateFisheriesManagementcouncilandthe
attainment of the above objectives;

Irrr]
[***]

[***]

[*r.*]

(ix) if the decision taken by the District Fisheries Management

Councils on any issue are found to be against the Provisions of this Act' the SlaE

Fishedes Management Council may examine the same and take fresh decisions on

such issue.

(x) Such o$el powers, duties and functions as may be prescribed""



1.4

& Amendment of section 14.-In sectio[ 14 of the principal Act,-

(a) in the maryinal heading, after the words "fishing vessel", the

words "boat building yard and fishing net production unit" shall be added;

(b) the existing section shall be re-numbered as sub-section (1.)

thereof and after sub-section (1) so re-numbered, the following sub-section shall

be insened, namely:-

"(2) The authorised officer may, if he has reason to believe that any

boat building yard or fishing net production unit is used in contravention of any of
the provisions of this Act or of any rule made or order issued thereunder or any of
the conditions of registration, enter and search the boat building yard or fishing net
production unit and send a rcpon to the adjudicating officer regarding the search,,.

9. Anendment of section -16.-In section 16 of the principal Act, after
sub-section (2), the following sub.section shall be inserted, namely:-

"(3) The adjudicating officer shall after receipt of repon from the

authorised officer regarding the search conducted in the boat building yard and

fishing net production unit has reason to believe that any boat building yard is

being or has been used in contravention of any of the provisions of this Act or any

rule made or order issued thereunder or any of the conditions of regisnation, hold
an enquiry into the man€rs mentioned in the repon in the prescribed manner after
giving all the parties concerned a reasonable opportunity of being heard.,,.

10. Substitution of section lz-For section 17 of the principal Act, the
following section shall be substituted, namely:-

"17. Penalty,-4[) Where the adjudicating officer, after enquiry under section 16,

finds that any person has used or caused or allowed to be used,-

(a) any fishing vessel fined with 100 hp €ngine or above as single or
in toto or any mechanized fishing vessel in contravention of the provisions of
section 5 or 7 of this Act or any rule made or order issued thereunder shall be
liable to penalty of an amount of two lakh and fifty thousand rupees;



15

@) any non-mechanised fishing vessel fitted with engine in between

10 hp and 100 hp as single or in toto, in contavention oI the Provisions of section

5 or 7 of this Act or any rule made or otder issued thereunder shall be liable to

penalty of an amount of one lakh rupees;

(c) any non-motorised fishing vessel or any motorised fishing vessel

fitted with 10 hP engine or below, in conuav€ntion of the provisions of section 5

or 7 of this Ad or any nie made or order issued thereunder shall be liable to

penalty of an amount of ten thousand rupees;

(d) any boat building yard in contravention of the provisions of

section 9C of this Act or any rule made or order issued thereunder or has violated

any of the conditions of th€ registration certificate or licence' shall be liable to

penalty of an amount ol two lakh and fifty thousand rupees;

(e) any fishing net production unit in contravention of the provisions

of section 9-F of this Act or the rules made or order issued thereunder or iras

violated any of the conditions of the regista on certificate or licence' shall be

liable to penalty of an amount of n'r'o lakh and fifty thousand rupees:

Provided that where the penalty under this sub-section is imposed on a person

forthesecondolsubsequenttimeandforthesameoffence,suchpersonshallbe

punished with double the amount of the penalty and the registration and/or licence

shall be susPended or cancelled:

ProvidedfurtherrhatiftheP€Isonhasnotremittedthepenaltyimposedunder

this sub-section, the tishing vessel shall be seized and in the case of the boat

building yard and fishing net production unit' it shall be sealed and shall be

forfeited or attached and sold, as the case may be, to the Government aft€r giving

proper nodce, in the manner as may be prescribed'

(2) In addition to any penalty that may be imPosed under sub-section (1)'

rhe fish seized under section 14 shall b€ forfeited to the Govemment'
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(3) No pe6on shall, on and from such date as may be nodfied by the

Government, use such t)?e of fishing vessel specified in such notification,-

(a) without holographic registation plale;

(b) without life saving appliances;

(c) without certified syrang;

(d) without certified engine driver;

(e) without signal flag and light;

(D without colou coding.

(4) Any person who violates any of the provisions of sub-section (3) and

found guilty shall,-

(a) in the case of non-motorized fishing vessel fitted with
10 hp engine or below, be liable to pay a penalty of two thousand and five hundred

rupees;

@) in the case of fishing vessel fitted with engine in between 10 and

100 hp, be liable to pay a penalty of ten thousand rupees;

(c) in the case of fishing v€ssel fitted with 100 hp engine or above be

liable to pay a penalty of twenty five thousand rupees:

hovided that where the penalty under this sub-section is imposed on a person

for the second or subsequent time and for the same offence, such person shall be

punished with double the amount oI the penalty and the licence shall be suspended

or cancelled:

Provided funher that if the pe6on has not remitted the penalty imposed ulder
this sub-section, the fishing vessel shall be impounded.



(5) Any amount of penalty imposed under this Act shall be recovered as if
it were an anear of public revenue due on land."

17. Anendment of section 24.-In sub-section (2) of section 24 of the

principal Act,-
(a) after clause (e), the following clauses shall be inserted, narnely:-

"(ea) the manner in which the Production, keeping and

tTanspoftation of fishing gear under clause (e) of sub-section (1) of section 4 shall

be prescribed;

(eb) the form of application and the particulan to be contained

therein and the fee for registration of a boat building yard and fishing net

production unit under sub-section (2) of section 9A and sub-section (2) of

section 9E, rcspectively;

(ec) the period within which an aPplication for rcgistration shall be

granted or refused under sub-section (3) of section 9A;

(ed) the required specification of the boat building yard under

clause (a) of sub-section (4) of section 9A;

(ee) the form of declaration under clause @), the other facilities

to be equipped under clause (d) of sub-section (4) of section 9A;

(e0 other facilities to be equipped under clause (d) of sub-section

(4) of section 9A;

(eg) the manner in which the regisuation mark assigned

under sub-section (7) of section 9A and sub-section (9) of section 9E

shall be displayed;

(eh) the form of certificate of registration, the conditions of

regisbation, the fee payable and the securities for the due performance

of the conditions under sub-section (5) of section 9A and sub-section (6)

of section 9E:

(ei) the type of design and seaworthiness of the boat under

sub-section (9) of section 9A;

t174t2017.
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(ej) the form of application for renewal of registration of a
boat bullding yard under sub-secrion (2) of section 98, the particulan which it
shall contain and the fee which shall accompany it;

(ek). the period within which an applicarion for renewal of
registation shall be granted or refused and the conditions and amount of
enhanced fee for acceptance of application made after the prescdbed period
under sub-sedion (3) of section 98;

(el) the manner in which the inspection has to be conducted as Der
sub-section (10) of section 9.q, and sub_section (B) of 9E;

(em) the manner in which the functioning of the boat building yard
are to b€ caried out shall be specified under sub-section (11) of section 9A;

(en) the quality of the fishing net material and regulation of mesh
size specified under sub-section (12) of sectioo 9E;

(eo) the manner in which the powers and duties of the State Fisheries
Management Council are to be canied out shall be specified under section 138;

(ep) the manner in which the powers aad duties of the District
Fisheries Management Council are to be carried out shall be prescribed under
section l3C;

(eq) the manner in which rhe powers and duties of the Fishing
villag€ Management council are to be canied out shall be specified under section 13D:

(er) the manner in which the enquiry has to be conducted as per
sub-section (3) of secdonl6;

@) in clause O for the word, brackets and figure ,.sub-section 
(2),,, the

words, brackets and figures ,.sub-sections (2) and (3),, sh;il be substituted,,.

Secretariat of the Kerala Legislature,
Ttiruvananthapuram,

16th August, 2017.
V. K. BAI}U PRAKASH,

Secretory,


