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“Q. (if) Whether these reports may be treated as secret’ till they are actually
tabled? )

Ans: There is no concept of 'secrecy” as such under the Right to Information
Act other than under section 8. Further,"g;he Official Secrets Acts, 1923 may not
apply since what broadly could be described as an official secret is such as affects
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State or friendly relations
with foreign States (see section 3 of the O'SA,. 1923). However, it must be
acknowledged that the CAG has a very significant role to play under the
Constitution and the concern that the contents of drafts etc. should not be made
public till the final order report is tabled is justified. This is a larger issue whic
requires decper consideration at the level of the Legislative Department as to
whether a suitable amendment in this behalf should not be resorted to. *
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‘Aftic]es_- 151(2) says that f_he reports of th¢ Comptroller and Auditor General
of India relating to the Accounts of the State shall be submitted 1o the Governor of
the State who shali cause them to be laid before the Legislature of the State".
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‘Comptroller & Auditor General of India, under Article 151 of the
Constitution, discharges a constitutional obligation in the submission of Audit
Report to the President/Governor, that are tabled before the Parliament/State
Legislatures. As per the extant instruction, audit reports are treated as confidential
documents till they are tabled in the Parliament/State Legislature(s), Privilege is
also being claimed in respect of draft audit paras and bond copy of the Audit
Reports sent for signature of - the CAG. According to the well established
parliamentary practice, usage and convention, it is iImproper to give premature
publicity in the press for matters connected with the business of the House ie., in
respect of Audit Reports prior to its tabling in the House'.
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