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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract
Revenue Department- Protection of Public iRevenue Land-Orders
ssuec.

Revenue (U) DePartment

.'l iri[4S) 280/201l/RD D-ie,i, I'iriruvananthapuram,2T -O7 -2OlL

ORDER

The availability of public lands has been shrinklng over
,'€ '/ears There has been no attempt to a-ssess, manage ano

.ird,, oui the use of public lands. The first and only such

i tl" n-rpt-f'" pp"ned with ihe settling up of Land Bank making the

l",i* "iittionet, 
Land Revenue responsible to.inventorise and

lrcrect all public lands and put them to optimal use'
2) Large extent of public lands have been assigned-to

-",. lairdiess baled on the Kerala Land Assignment Act for

,r,:eniial purpose and pcrslnal cultivation ln the present
.',-o.r inh"n ine availability of land is reduced considerably'

a.;siqnment is possible only for residential purpose and to

:rro.,e who are landless. Unfortunately, Government programme

ir,r IrnO issignment to the lanrlless ends with the assignment;
:iiiie- attenrni is macle to follow-up cases and to link them with

.,,,',ernrn.nt housing anci agro-based programme . 
Nor has any

',',roiru-up taken place to eniure that the assigned.lands are not

a ionateo. For this reason, the assignees are- rendered landless

,nr"ii*"t as early as r,viihin a few days of the assignment'

ri;,ri-;it; ii u *jtt"t of strong concern is.that.as part of the

':.iiiiout activites of lanJ gr."6h"tt, Iand.is got..assigned for

';.',u*i "ppflfants, 
p!at: :-l'::rlld;rted and activities such as

-.;i1ltlJction of resofts, hotels, commercial complexes' . 
etc

.-.,],u,t Jit *ni.n have no benefit for the landless and is a

tlatant misuse of Public lands.- - 
3i-Land Asslgnme;t ior religious and political institutions

.1.; also been done b1r the Government exerclslng
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oowers under Rule 24 and Rule 21 of the respective Kerala Land
,Assignment Rules. Land is assigned to educational institutions
'r,rtirout al\^Jays assessing whether the land is required as per
't:lrrns and whether such land is required for other more
r:r norta nt public needs.

4) Land cost in Kerala being unusually high there is
,Tc!-e pressure on public lands through encroachments and using
,,,.trioue tactics to get public lands assigned. There is also a
siionq linkage between iand encroachment, land transaction
-i n.r criminal activities.

in order to ensure ihat there is a uniform, transparent

"ti1d 
rational policy for the use and assignment of public lands to

,:r!rb the tendency to get lanqs assigned to the ineligible and to
.lnsure that public lands are assigned for public use, the
iclr'iwlng guidelines are issued :-

ri [and assignment on patta ( registry) will be only to the
landless and for selr -hct-lsing.

2 ) Ali assignment except those made to the landless as

eligible under KLA Act for personal housing will be on
!ease basis.

-i) Such lands will not be alienable for a minimum of 25
years. lf not utilized for the purpose assigned the land
will be resurned bir Government. The power to assign
l3nd for housing pul'pose will be exercised by District
Collectors alone regardless of the value of the land

until further orders.
4) Assignment of land for institutional purpose ie', for

ourp;se other than personal housing will continue to be

exercised in Government in Revenue Department'
l-.ease orders issued in the past by any other authority
will stand cancelled and the lessee will need to apply
to Government which will be examined based on the
present guidelines.

5) For land leased for commercial purpose lease may

extend upto a maximum of 10 years Land leased for
infrastructure requirements viz schools, hospitals etc

may extend upto a maximum of 30 years'
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6) Public land given on lease shall be utilized only for the
puroose(s) for which it is leased and cannot be
alienated. The land, if left unutilized for six months,
shall be resumed and returned to the State Land Bank.

7) Lease rent shall be as laid down in the regulations
under the KLA Rules. Lease will be payable in advance
by the 30th of April, of each year.

E) The land may be leased on a nominal rent only in
exceptional cases v'ihere iand is put to a non
ccmmercial use or for providing basic services to the
public. The nominal lease rent is fixed at Rs. 100/- per
Are per annum.

9) Where iand is transferred to any other Department, for
f,r.;blrc use, the land will continue to be with
Liovernment in Revenue Department; only the
oossession will be transferred to the concerned
Department, for a specific use. Where the transferee
Department, does not utilize the land within a

nraximum of one year, possession of the same will be
lransferred back to Revenue Department. While the
iarid is in possession of a transferee Department, it will
be the responsibility of that Department to ensure
ihat the land is duly protected and utilized. In case of
any misuse or encroachment on the land during this
oeriod, the transferee Department will be responsible
io carry out eviction or meet the cost whereafter the
cossession of !and will be resumed by Revenue
Department.

L0) Regular inspection of all public lands on lease or
otherwise will be carried out according to the following
schedule and report submitted to State Land Bank in
the attached Proforma.

Village Officer
Tahsildar

: At least
: At least

At least
months

I At least

once every month
once every q ua rter
(4 times a Year)

once every 6
(twice a year)
once a year

DeDUty Collector (LR) :

Lr istrict Collector



f. adciition, all such lands will be personally inspected by the
Jamabandhi Officer before signing the Jamabandhi inspection
Certificate.

11)Special Officer, Land Bank will maintain updated data
on all public lands and will submit monthly status
reports to Government on the first working day of the
month.

i2) Each District will assess all cases of public lands on
lease and ensu!"e that the lease rent is collected in
advance by 30r' {,.., .ri .ri..: fnonth of April, each year.
The lease rent paid after 30'n April will carry an interest
of l0 o/o. District Collectors will reDort all cases of non-
payment of lease by the lessees, to the Commissioner,
L.and Revenue by l:tJuly every year. Commissioner,
[.and Revenue will initiate action by sending notice to
ihe party. Where the party fails to pay lease even
after due notice, such cases will be reported to the
Government for cancellation of the lease.

13) Land Assigned on lease will always be for a specific
Du!'pose. Where the land is not utilized for the purpose
for v;hich it is assigned and the work started within a
maximum of six mcntls from the date of lease,
Commissioner, l-and Revenue will hereby be
authorised to cancel the lease, bring the land into the
Land Bank and report compliance to Government.

Commissioner, Land Revenue will collect leased
land status reDort from all District Collectors (preferably through
.: maii) and submit a monthly report to Government by the 5'n of
avery month (through E-mail )

(By Order of the Governor)

Dr. Nivedita P. Haran,
Additional Chief Secretary

The Commissioner, Land Revenue, Thiruva nantha pura m
Tfie Assistant Commissioner (LA) & Special Officer, Land

Bank. Thiruvananthapuram, O/o, Commissioner
(........s)



l'he
The

f

Land Revenue, Thiruvananthapuram
Secretary, Land Board, Th iruvana nthapura m
Director, Survey & Land Records, Survey & Land

Records Department, Vazhuthacaud,
Thiruvananthapuram

Al! District Collectors
Stock File iOff ice Copy

aoDy to : PS to Minister (Revenue)
PA to ACS (Revenue)
CA io DS-l
Revenue (A, L & P) Department

V/ "ua-:",,+"t /

Forwarded / By Order

Section Officer

6g;" or,.-3"r+


