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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract

Revenue Department- Protection of Public /Revenue Land-Orders
ssued.

5.0(MS) 280/2011/RD Bated, Thiruvananthapuram,27-07-2011
ORDER

The availability of public lands has been shrinking over
#~a years There has been no attempt to assess, manage and
- out the use of public lands. The first and only such
attempt happened with the settling up of {and Bank making the
~smmissioner, Land Revenue responsible to inventorise and
srotect all public lands and put them to optimal use.
2) Large extent of public lands have been assigned to
s iandiess based on the Kerala Land Assignment Act for
5 ential purpose and personal cultivation. in the present
imes when the availability of land is reduced considerably,
assignment is possible  only for residential purpose and to
~hose who are landiess. Unfortunately, Government programme
for land assignment to the landless ends with the assignment;
qrtie attempt is made to follow-up cases and to link them with
~~vernment housing and agro-based programme. Nor has any
‘~ilow-up taken place to ensure that the assigned lands are not
~vienated. For this reason, the assignees are rendered landless
-ametimes as early as within a few days of the assignment.
ket also is a matter of strong concern is that as part of the
~=#3ricus activites of land grabbers, tand is got assigned for
sepnami applicants, plots ~~nznlidated and activities such as
-crstryction  of resorts, hotels, commercial complexes, etc
~arried out which have no benefit for the landless and is a
niatant misuse of public lands.
3 Land Assignment for religious and political institutions
has alen been done by the Government exercising
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powers under Rule 24 and Rule 21 of the respective Kerala Land

Assignment Rules. Land is assigned to educational institutions

without always assessing whether the land is required as per

~orms and whether such land is required for other more
raportant public needs.

4) Land cost in Keraia being unusually high there is
more pressure on public lands through encroachments and using
warious tactics to get public lands assigned. There is also a
strong linkage between iand encroachment, land transaction
snrt criminal activities.

in order to ensure that there is a uniform, transparent
and rational policy for the use and assignment of public lands to
~urh the tendency to get lands assigned to the ineligible and to
ansure that public fands are assigned for public use, the
faltowing quidelines are issued :-

1) Land assignment on patta ( registry) will be only to the
tandless and for seif -housing.

2) Ali  assighment except those made to the landless as
aligible under KLA Act for personal housing will be on
iease basis.

2} Such lands will not be alienable for a minimum of 25

years. If not utilized for the purpose assigned the land
will be resumed bv Government. The power to assign
land for housing purpose will be exercised by District
Collectors alone regardless of the value of the land
until further orders.
Assignment of land for institutional purpose i.e., for
purpose other than personal housing witl continue to be
axarcised in Government in Revenue Department.
| ease orders issued in the past by any other authority
will stand cancelled and the lessee will need to apply
to Government which will be examined based on the
present guidelines.

5) For land leased for commercial purpose lease may
extend upto a maximum of 10 years. Land leased for
infrastructure reguirements viz. schools, hospitals etc
may extend upto a maximum of 30 years.
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Public land given on lease shall be utilized only for the
purpose(s) for which it is leased and cannot be
alienated. The land, if left unutilized for six months,
shall be resumed and returned to the State Land Bank.
Lease rent shall be as laid down in the regulations
under the KLA Rules. Lease will be payable in advance
by the 30"  of April, of each year.

The land may be leased on a nominal rent only in
exceptional cases where iand i5 put to a non
commercial use or for providing basic services to the
public. The nominal lease rent is fixed at Rs. 100/- per
Are per annum.

Where iand is transferred to any other Department, for
public use, the land will continue to be with
Government in Revenue Department; only the
possession will be transferred to the concerned
Department, for a specific use. Where the transferee
Department, does not utilize the land within a
maximum of one year, possession of the same will be
rransferred back to Revenue Department. While the
iand is in possession of a transferee Department, it will
be the responsibility of that Department to ensure
that the land is duly protected and utilized. In case of
any misuse or encroachment on the land during this
neriod, the transferee Department will be responsible
*o carry out eviction or meet the cost whereafter the
nossession of land will be resumed by Revenue
Department,

10) Regular inspection of all public lands on lease or

otherwise will be carried out according to the following
schedule and report submitted to State Land Bank in
*he attached proforma.

Village Officer . At least once every month
Tahsildar - At least once every quarter
(4 times a year)
Deputy Collector (LR} : At least once every 6
months (twice a year)
District Collector At least once a year
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7 addition, all such lands will be personally inspected by the
lamabandhi Officer before signing the Jamabandhi inspection
Certificate.

11} Special Officer, Land Bank will maintain updated data
on aill public lands and will submit monthly status
reports to Government on the first working day of the
month.

12) Each District will assess all cases of public lands on
lease and ensure that fhe lease rent is collected in
advance by 30" 4= a0 e month of April, each year.
The lease rent pa:d after 30th April will carry an interest
of 10 % . District Collectors will report all cases of non-
payment of lease by the lessees, to the Commissioner,
Land Revenue by 1% july every year. Commissioner,
Land Revenue will initiate action by sending notice to
the party. Where the party falls to pay lease even
after due notice, such cases will be reported to the
Government for cancellation of the lease.

13) Land Assigned on lease will always be for a specific
ourpose. Where the land is not utilized for the purpose
for which it is assigned and the work started within a
maximum of six months from the date of lease,
Commissioner, Land Revenue will hereby be
authorised to cancel the lease, bring the land into the
Land Bank and report compliance to Government.

Commissioner, Land Revenue will coilect leased

*and status report from ail District Collectors (preferably through

“mail) and submit a monthly report to Government by the 5™ of
-avery month {(through E-mait )

(By Order of the Governor)

Dr. Nivedita P. Haran,
Additional Chief Secretary

The Commissioner, Land Revenue, Thiruvanan’ghapu’ram
The Assistant Commissioner (LA) & Special Offlc_er, fand
Bank, Thiruvananthapuram, O/o, Commissioner
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Land Revenue, Thiruvananthapuram

The Secretary, Land Board, Thiruvananthapuram

The Director, Survey & Land Records, Survey & Land
Records Department, Vazhuthacaud,
Thiruvananthapuram

All District Coliectors

Stock File /Office Copy

Forwarded / By Order

Section Officer

Copy to : PS to Minister (Revenue)
PA to ACS (Revenue)
CA to DS
Revenue (A, L & P) Department
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