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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract
Home Department — Kerala Medico-Legal Code - Amended - Night autopsies —
Sanction accorded - Orders issued.

HOME (K) DEPARTMENT
G.0O. (Ms) No. 51/2013/Home Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 23/02/2013

Read: (1) G.O(Ms)232/2011/Home dated 22/10/2011.
(2) G.O(Rt) 74/2013/Home dated 11/01/2013.

ORDER

Government had approved and published the Kerala Medico-Legal Code vide
G.O read as first paper above. Subsequently, a committee consisting of Principal
Secretary (Home & Vigilance) as Convener and Law Secretary and Principal Secretary
(Health & Family Welfare Department) as members was constituted vide G.O read as
second paper above to suggest amendments to the code for facilitating conduct of post-
mortem during night after ensuring necessary lightings and other facilities.

The committee held extensive discussions on the suggestions involving Forensic

experts and placed the following suggestions.

i) In cases of brain death of the patient to be so declared by the Committee
authorized for the purpose, wherever there is eligibility for organ harvesting,

post -mortem examination may be conducted at any time.

ii) Night autopsies may be conducted in Government Medical Colleges in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kottayam and Kozhikode on an experimental basis,
after installing the necessary infrastructure to match day light and ensuring

sufficient number of additional personnel.




Government examined the matter further in detail and are pleased to accept the
above suggestions. Sanction is accorded to conduct night autopsies in all the Government
Medical Colleges in the first stage which will be then extended to all General Hospitals
and further to the District Hospitals in the State in the final stage, by providing artificial
lighting to match the day light and necessary infrastructure. The service of sufficient
number of personnel would be ensured for the above purpose, by creating additional

posts, if found necessary.

(By order of the Governor),
SAJEN PETER
Additional Chief Secretary to Government

To
The State Police Chief, Thiruvananthapuram
The Director of Medical Education
The Director of Health Services
The Accountant General (A&E/Audit), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
The Health & Family Welfare (S) Department
The Law (E) Department
The General Administration (SC) Department
The Information & Public Relations (New Media Division) Department (for

publication in the website)
Stock File, Office copy.

Forwarded/By order,

W

Copy to: Private Secretary to Chief Minister
Private Secretary to Minister (Home & Vigilance)
Personal Assistant to Additional Chief Secretary (Home & Vigilance)
Personal Assistant to Law Secretary

Personal Assistant to Principal Secretary (Health & Family Welfare Department)
Personal Assistant to Additional Secretary (Home)
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