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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Elvimrunent (A) Departrnent

Thiruvrnanthapuram,
Dated:3141-2012.

Sub: - Wcrn€fin Ghats Emlogy Expert r{ommenb -Fumished-Reg,

nef: - (r) I.ngr No,t_{l/2010-RRESz drr€d l5.l1.20t0 fiom Dr.c.V.Subamunyam,
,^. Advisor. Mirdgty of Fnvironment & Forests -(2, r s Govcmoent letter of ev€Nr nmbcr daled 23:l 1.201 I

. (i) The WGEEP has attampred to defilc the Wcstem Ghats (WC) fiom rn e iromental
."J:y-ry"t colvcn$gaur in Keral., wc a;;d;l;;"'fo"ffiff"-po,o, or"i"* 

".uc/.caslcm most and clevaEd forest rcglons ot the sbtc. I[ the case ofthe castem side ofthe
.Y-Y: ]li p*"J adopred 500M as rhc cutoff elcvation io dctcrmini-rhc fiuiuieq white forlhe westem ed.ge, rhe cur offis t50m. (Thtu i, - "pp.*irJ"+ if," pi-Jti" 

"amitt 
a rn"rthe proposed WCEA wi have ro take anorher loot;rtb" b"i;d.il;;Jrhcy have norbeen ablc to find thc time to examinc and refine O"* *ti-**gh *i]n ercforr thcrccommcndatio!ton.ltcbouIdr1yrrc!otobj3ct|vGrrdrrErL

(ji) Ae egel admits tlrat I uniform sct of regulations carmot obviously be promulgared
:,.1*t^ 

EP4 for rhe cntire rcgion. Hence it adop-red a sr&-;;;t"J;pp-ac[ (Esz-!.tisz-2. and Esz-3) .i.e. rcgion of highesr sensiiivity 0; h,gh;;;itr;; lii _a ,oa.rur"sensilivily (3). Protected Arcas (pA) i-n ,o."r, -" a r.paore catcgory. WhcD ahc boundrrics
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GENTRAL ACTS
15. Thc lndi$ FolcsB Acr- l!}2?
16. For€8t (Conservatioh ) Act- 1980/1988
17. Eiodivcrsi9 AsL 2m2
t 8, l}e Environment Act, I 986
t9. Thc Scheduled Tribes and otb€r FoFst Dweltcrs.(R€cognitior of For6t Rights) act

2006.
20. Wild Life Pmtection Act. 1973

The above legislatioDs take good carc of the WG cons€nration as intclded under the
propoaed WGEA. Thc WGEA is prop$€d to be 8 r€gulatory body ||Nder the

Envirotrmsnt (Protection) Act. Bui all thc abovc legiglations authodzc appmpriEt€
authodti$ (not being thc WGEA) for impleiredbrion. Th. WGEA sould bc crtrr legd
to thrt cxt trt The cnrrimmcoirll'| scruitirr pcoplc of Krrila arc i|3'udch dogs' for
protecting its cnviromb Thetdorc m lddldonal authbrity wotld ber€dud8nt.lfat aU

some ltrot€ legislations arc rtquired to prot.xt rhc -covimDment, it shouu bc tcft to the
stale Crovcmm€oqrundbr the fcdrral sEuc'tutt ofour oou!try. Ifd all an adbonv is p b&
formed, Kedala should tri' tet. out ai it is geograpbiadl& ,chvircqcntally,
dernographicatly ad Cdftnily diftt€nt frqD othcr std€3 lhEbg fycstEm Ch& (!vG).

(v) Tbc ststr is tonvrntioDa[y divided b to 3. distimt gaogrqhic regiorg thc Higblands
above 250' (76.2m) ab6vr nil tha Mdlan& b€tir/Edd 250, and 2Ji (7,6qt) md Lowkutds
up to 25' (?.6m) msl, Ar€s wiss it is 18653.5, 16231.2, ald 3979.3 kn'rcspoctively fo1

each units. It may be lbinted out that the EFL arcas iD 984 bits rculd con€ to 1 32.5 kn'
and that Elso comes within" Widor of the stale ranges &om l, .14 kEs only. The
Highlads irclude the High R.dges (>60Om) tts foottils (30G60O. d |+latd teeions
(t0G300rn) rvhich are Esidcndal ot agriduliural lsndp. Atry ." i to si'rtah lhe
regulated areas beyond the eidstir! bouodailcg of lhe lwo (!ow I ,Qd aess or lands

classified as forctt / plr arioN ,idjoiriDg th! foresis) aod/or go :red b| rhc cxising
laws as is applicable to cach rtgion would bo corinteipr6ductive or,.i 'lDs.sary for the

solc of tbc WO. Thd cfiort inry bo to .ahlriltcr ihE atbtlDg 1.. 'tnc wort norc
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(vi) Total ar€a of the staie is 38.863 lm2. wG ts 2i:856 kma 
(56olo of oul lflrd area)

inland and cosstal wdfa!& cxtcnd3 ro 12?9.30 bn2. About 300 tms is undlr Coostsl

Zone Rcgutation. Paddy Lands ooming undcr the arnb qf thc Karata Prddy Lands and

wet laids (Con3ervatio!) Aq! comprise of 381t.3 km'. In all'the regulat€d gl€3s in
cxistenc€ comc to 26983.6km2 (69.47o).Bltance available for habitatiort cultivation and

development activities is just I l879.4kID' (30.6010), that too subJcct to zonal Estriction
under ii4unicipal lrs/s ard thi Kcrsl! Building Rulca. Thougb rhp statc is ooly l.l'./o of
the total land arca of the coutry, it supports 3.13/o of thc total populstion. A funher
rcgulatory regime on the efrcctive land arci for habitation and developmcnt would be

grossly unjustifiablc and unnoccssuy. Only 30 % of rhc lud i3 8t Dicscnr ouside rhe

purview of zoning rurdcr somc laws and introduction of filtltcr zoncs il/guld mrke lifc
imDoseiblc.
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