o

(o)

(enll)

()

(o)

alaflagmoc seg dloams

®pO00 GUEEBMO

med(® oflamdlsiem a.aioaie Mo. 56

10.12.2012 @ @Ot

noauuiin eodicl clagiobs

G203
GO 0. 21E0 B

acwal wowullad @odifl dleqiods
crooenirWiln]  quouodm  audenod
g3 mdencdlad agoied plowe
@nciell.g lgeenao;

ORI  af)mGo  &HIMIETE
826 @B MdEOIdMR Beclwlgf
SI88a@; alddqpatd aeINIHNEDD;

agyeflodiniowo BBM TBLOIG®R
madafleamaim; amioe]  gomy

roosnimifla] agem®siele  alOMo -

momnam  Mdendd mseriaiy
@6N=9;

e el e aleriav ajomo ms
@mmafio’’ msald) auledlaaend ?

(o)

Col)

(md)

(eull)

LRI
oo 01060

(ayeusosil)

alvafiaeaig @paim ayumod aflladw

mdlel (WGEEP) wjes dlegpdgles
(240 10BWED TVOOUNIMETEN] HTHA I
RETBOY. ag)laldsdvo (lailegeiacml enodd
Heam e mdsnodlem  aocdialla)
31.01.2012 e 3527/0@)2/11/0&61{71@(651
oM dee0d HEWOF aleda] MmO

©Sdajo QUGB

alvallaceiseamegqdl alomo mseDilwil
SIE8  VIMJ@-IEH@|:  (UOIAIMETBERINS
ualladlullantd deaes eumLeg)s agigdal
@IOsWIo AREINWo CMEIW EUAYAOET B
oemm  eeilaidialy] mdeeod afleinls
)@l o, @,

oMM MAdBeIGeN @RE 0w
@RCIET®  GUbado, SBHIMYETBD  atoelle
lagodgy Madelaeomow emias qudeed
ae) Homemel (iudemm qdle gjorieu’
Hofeud @O Y6 L PAIBoND
@Ay eumOad ajalled.gfigens. oo cudel
@QOUIEE:  MotNAm  Md6dd afltedow
omemoooenze uddqflafiges. Goe:@ind
roomunom@eesiidd Bysim@  alomo 7
@RCUMEEDIE GROIWE.

B anale

VD &3aslornd




GOVERNMENT OF KERALA _
st Environment (A) Department S

No.3527/A2/11/Envt. o ' Thiruvananthapuram,
S .. Dated:31-01-2012.

cretary to Government of India, -
+ - Paryavaran Bhavan, C.G.0.Complex, ~ *| .
- Lodhi Road, New Dethi-110 510

s b

Sub: - Western e n Ghats _._‘_E_._'c_;blogy ExPertPanel-Repon.cOmmems -Fumlshed-Reg

~ Ref: - (1) Letter No.1/1/2010-RE-ESZ dated 15.11:2010 from Dr.G.V.Subarmanyam,
. Advisor. Ministry of Environment & Foreste .~ . - o
(2) This Government letterof_even l!umwdatedZB.ll.ZOll | o
. Attention is invited o the reference cited. With regard to the report of the WGEEP
and the recommendations therein, 1 am directed: o' convey the following views. of - the
Government of Kerala: .~ - B

.. () The WGEEP has attempted to define the Western Ghats (WG) from an environmental
view point. 'Conven'tionally in Kerala, WG is considered in the ge_bgmphic point of view as
the castern most and elevated forest regions of the state. In the case of the eastern side of the'
- WG, the panel adopted SO0M as the cutoff elevation to determine the boundaries, while for
the western edge, the cut off is 150m. (This is an approximation). The panel has admitted that -
the proposed WGEA will have to take another look at the boundaries since: they have not

been able to find the time to examine and refine these with enough care. Therefo rethe

recommendations on the boundary are not objective and final. B

(1) The panel admits that a uniform set of regulations-cannot obviously be promulgated
under EPA for the entire region. Hence it adopted a graded or layered approach (ESZ-'.
ESZ-2, and ESZ-3) .i.e. region of highest sensitivity (1), high sensitivity (2), and moderatc
sensitivity (3). Protected Areas (PA) in forest are a separate category. When the boundarics




20 Assignmere; Actigyy

- Kerala (Restn'ction on Transfoar of lands and Restoration ofajiena_ted lands) Act 1975

12, Paddyand Wetlan_dAct’, 2008 S : L
WATER'_REsOURCEs o

13, Kerala Irrigatiog and Wate, Con'sawntion Act 2003

14. Pampg River Basip Authon'ty Alt, 2009,




- CENTRAL ACTS _
15. The Indian Forests Act- 1927
‘16. Forest (Conservation ) Act- 1980/1988

.. 17. Biodiversity Act, 2002 _ |
" .- 18, The Environment Act, 1986 : ' ' -
19. The Sc_heduled Tribes and other Forest Dwellers- (Reoogmnon of Forest nghts) act

2006,
_' '_20 Wlld Life Protection Act. 1973

The above legislations take good care of the WG conservation as. mtended under the
proposed WGEA. The WGEA is proposed to be a regulatory body under the
Environment (Protection) Act. But all the above legislations authorize appropriate
authorities (not being the WGEA) for implementation. The WGEA would be extra legal
to that extent. The env:mnmemally sensitive people of Kerala-are its ‘watch dogs’ for

' protecting its environment. Therefore an additional authority would be redundant. If at all
some more leglslatlons are required to protect the environment, it should be' left to the -

state Government; under the federal structureofouroounu'y If at ali an authority is to be..
formed, Ketala should be' left’ out ™ as it is geographically, env:ronmemally,
' myaphcallyandwhwaﬂydﬁ'erentﬁmotherstﬂesshmngmGhah(WG)

'(v) ‘I‘he state is wnvenuonally dmded in to 3 d13tmect geographlc reglons, Ihe ngh]ands .
above 250° (76.2m) above mst the Mdlands between 250; and 25, @, 6m) and Lowlands.
. up to-25” (7.6m) msl. Area wise it is 18653.5, 16231.2, and 3979.3 km? rwpectwely for

each units.- ItmaybepomtedoutthattheEFLareasm984 bits would come 1o 132.5 km?

.. and that also comes within. Width of the state ranges from 1. >4 kms only. The . - -
" Highlands include thé High Ranges (>600m) its foothills (300-600r.  d upland regions ©.
(100-300m) which are residential or agncultm'al lands. Any a1 A 1o stretch the .. "
regulated areas beyond the existing boundaries of the WG (now t. ..ed arcas or lands
classified as forest / plantanons adjoining. the: forests) and/or go'.med b‘y the existing . = |
" laws as is apphcable to each region would be countet ' productive and * npecessary forthe - |
' sake of the WG. The effort may be to administer the existing Je-  -ame work more . = -
. effectively %0 as to achieve tl:e objeetlves ot the WGA under the enstingj{ R

_ dispensaﬁons.

..9

~ (vi) Total area of the statc 13 38,863 km2 WG is 2‘l ‘856 kmz‘ (56% of total land area) o
" Inland and Coastal Wetlands extends to 1279.30 km>. About 300 kms is under Coastal

Zone Regulation. Paddy Lands coming under the antbit of the Kerala Paddy Lands and

* Wet lands’ (Conservation) Act comprise of 3818.3 km®. In all‘ the regulated areas in -

existence come to 26983.6km? (69.4%). Balance available for habitation, cultivation and

- -development activities is just 11879 4km?® (30.6%), that too subject to zonal restriction -

- under Municipal Laws and thé Kerala Building Rules. Though the state is-only 1.1 of
the total land area of the country, it supports 3.13% of the total population. A further

regulatory regime on the effective-land area for habitation and development would be
_'grossly un]usuﬁable and unnecessary. Only 30 % of the land is at present outside the
~ purview of zoning undcr some laws and mtroducuon of ﬁmher zones would make life -

.
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@ w e imely actions .The proposed WGEA is almost in the lines of the EIA Authority. .
' . 'Proliferation of- the Authorities. (State Government proposes to form the Vembanad Eco - = =
" Development Authority there is provision to form the state River and wet land Authority, River
- Basin Boards etc;) having concurrent and overlapping jurisdiction might perhaps *spoil the
_ broth’. The existing laws, ‘statutory popular fora like the BMCs in all-the Grama "~
‘ Panchayats, and the hyper sensitive environmentalists.of the state would more than serve

- die purpose. At the same time the conventiona! WG should be protected and conserved at

all costs, for which the State Government is committed. : Coe

(ix) -Some. of . the proposals in WGEEP report aré. 'draOOnian‘.E_cxample, L

decomissioning of dams older than 50 years, would leave the State without power ina

- the Minisy of B4 iy sead the report to the state for approrrise.

Copytoi- . E
" Dt.G.V.Subramanyani,
Advisor, ..
Ministry of Environinent & Forests, .

C.G.0.Complex, Lodhi Road, _‘,;”,,“2’3’
NewDeli-110510. . TS0 -




