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File. No. 35-NT(4)/2012 7th March 2012

MS Notice No. 7 of 2012

Sub: Navigation off the Indian coast - transgressing of fishing nets -
mistaking fishing boats with pirate skiffs

1. Shipping traffic closer to western Indian coast has been observed to be
steadily increasing during recent times as merchant ships appear to prefer

planning their passage closer to Indian coast as against the straight courses
across the Arabian seas.

2. There are over 300,0C0 fishing boats in operations off the Indian coast.
Fishing off the coast of statz of Kerala and Karnataka is particularly intense
during post South West monsoon and extends up to 50 NM from the coastline.
Generally in these waters, FRP Fishing boats with 04-05 crew with outboard
motors operate and engage in fishing activity with long lines and purseine gear.

3. Increasing shipping traffic closer to the Indian coast causes the
merchant ships to, at times, transgress the fishing nets. On, observing ths
approaching merchant vessel onto their fishing nets/gear, it is common for the
fishing boats to raise alarm and to ‘sail towards’ the merchant ship to attract
attention so as to avoid damage to their nets. '

3. Reports are being received where merchant ships have mistaken the
fishing boats to be ‘pirate skiffs’ In one such recent incident off the coast of
West coast of India, Kerala, a merchant ship fired on the fishermen, killing two
of the fishermen. The ship’s security guards had assumed the innocent
fishermen to be the pirates. In addition, there has been report of another report
of firing of warning shots on Indian fishermen. '
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involved, In addition to these two instances, there have been. numerous
Feparting of near miss collisions of fishing vessels with merchant ships off the

regard to apprecmtmg'sufﬁcient grounds for Suspecting the fishing vessel to be
a Pirate Action Group {PAG). +

Guards on board to Indian Navy {email: ¥hcmoemb-navy@nic.in; fax: +91 22
22661702) / Indian Coast Guard (ernail: mrcc~wcst@indiancoastguard.nic.in or

indsar@vsn].nct, or jicgmrec mumbaig@menl. net ; Telephone: + 91 22 24388065,
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2431 6558, Fax;

¢ 191 99 24316558, +9]
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(Capt. Harisy, Khatjj
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