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Sut: Navigatlo! off ure Indiar coast -- tralsgressing of lishillg lreta _laistr&ing tishirg boats wittr pltate skiffs

2. There are over 3OO,oCO lishing boats in operations off the Indian coas..Fishing off the coast of stat! of Kerata and Kamataka is partilutarly rntenseduring post South W€st monsoon and extends up to SO NM from it. coasttir.re.Generally in these 'raters, FRp Fishing boats with O+-OS crew vnii outooara
motors operate and engage in lishing activity lvith loog lines and purseine gear.

3. ,lncreasing shipping trallic closer to the lndian coast causes themerchant ships to, at times, transgress the fishing .r.ts. Orr, tU"".urrrg tfr"approaching merchant vessel onto thcir lishing nets/-gear, it is common lor tirefishlng boats to raise alarm and io .sail towards' the"meich"nf 
"nip-.o 

.,ar."aattentron so as to avoid daroage to their nets.

4. Reports are being rectived where merchant ships have mistaken the
fishing boats to be ,pirate skiffs, ln one such recent incident off the coast of
West coast of India, Kerala, a merchant ship frred on the fishermen, killing twoof t}|e llshermen. The ship,s sccurity guards had assumed the Innocent
frshermen to be the pirates. In addition, there has been report of another report
of nring oI warning shots on Indian fishermen.

w.b: 9a*jisinptjDi.cd

7b Marcl. 2Ol2

l. Shipping traflic closer to .wesrern
steadily increasing during recent times
plannlnB thelr passage closer to Indian
across the Arabian seas.

lndian coast has been observed to De
as merchant ships appear to prefer
coast as against the straight courses
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