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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

The Principal Secretary to Government
To

Sri. P .NLAshiamoorty

Under secretary 1o Government of indic
Ministry of Rural Development
Department of Drinking Water Supply
8t Floor.Paryavaran Bhavan,
CGO-Complex,Lodhi Road

New Delhi 110003

Sub: - Kuttanad Package-Protection of drinking waier supply lines in Kuttanac-
Representation submitted by Shri Thomas Chandy M.LA before
Government of india-reg

Ref-  Yourletier No W/11042/46/2010/Water dated 24/11/2010

Please refer 1o the above. in this regard | would like 1o inform you that the major
infrastruciure works proposed under “Task 8 - provide infrastructure support 10 paddcy
culfivation” of the study report of M.S Swanminathan Research Foundation on " Measures
to mitigate agrarian distress in Alappuzha and Kuttanad Wetland ecosystem” are (1
splitting of bigger padasekharams by forming dividing bunds (2} repadir and renovation o
existing bunds (3} strengthening of cuter bunds. In the study repor no fask for repiacing
the existing drinking water pipelines in Kuttanad region is included. Hence no funds are

provided by the Central Government under the Kuttanad package for the above works.

The apprehension raised by the Hon'ble MLA is that, once the neigh
and widih of the bunds are increased it would be difficult Yor maintaning the wate
pipelines laid under the bunds and there is every possibility of domaging of pipes loic
years back. In this regard | would like to poinf out that, since clay and grovel are used a:
filing materials for the strengthening of bunds, it wili act only as an earthen cushion as fa
as buried pipelines are concerned. However, the field officers have been drected 1o b=

vigilant and 1o inform the Kerala Water Authority regarding construction activities thes

and there 1o ensure safety of the pipelines.




Lz

The work relating to 1rrigoﬂ;>r; depor’rmém under Kuttanad pdckoge LS
only started in this financial year. The WOrks Now in progress are KEL-1 and KEL-2 2 only. The
works under KEL—I are s‘frengfhemng,, of outer bunds of 14 padasekharams and Q far no,
incidents of domoge of pipelines have been reported while executing the works. Smce he
works linvolved in KEL-2 are piling and iaying of slabs in Kayal padasekharams, the
question of damage of pipelines doesn't arise. in future, when works are arranged under
Kuttanad package. specific condifion can be included in the agreement executed with
the contractors that, it would be the responsibiiity of the confractor to ensure water suppiy
pipelines lying undermeath are net damaged and in case of domdge it is theb
responsibility to repcnr/rechfy the dosnage and ob’rtm necessary cerhflcote from Kergic
Water Au’rhon’ry

i

In view of fhe above facts, laying of new pipelines along with the outer

bunds for supplying drinking water, for a huge -cost of ? 250 crores can be taken up later
under suitable schemes, if required. Also, only after substantial progress of irrigation works
under the Kutianad package are made, the necessity as to whether re-laying of water

supply pipelines is required, can be assessed.

This is for your kind information
hod >5

Yours faithfully

ArLs
Anitha Damodaran

Joint Secretary,
for Pnncxpczl Secretary to Government

Copy to

1) Chief Engineer (I1&A), Thiruvananthapuram:
2} Superintending Engineer  (Kuttanad Development , circle) Chengarinur
3) Project officer, Kuttanad package
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