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~No. M4/34701/11/DPL \ Office of the Director of Public Instruction.

A

“along with the Driver.

Thiruvananthapuram, Dated:03/07/2011.
CIRCULAR

Sub:- Gl.Edn.-Safety of school children in vehicles--regarding--

Ref:- Govt.Lr.No.1847/D3/2010/Tran. Dated:10/05/2011.

L Fedekk kb Rk hhkdek .

It has come to the notice of the State Government that among other vehicles
Autorickshaws too are commonly used to convey students to and from schools.
Most of these Autorickshaws are inconceivably over loaded and the safety of the
students is at risk during each journey. Students are also seen accommodated

L

* There are special rules for Autorickshaws under the Kerala Motor Vehicles
Rules 1989. Rule 301 stipulates the seating capacity of autorickshaws. There are
also rules to check overloading of vehicles in a dangerous manner and to prevent

~ illegal, alterations to the vehicles, frequently resorted to, to increase passenger

capacity.

_ The Apex Court, shocked by the heart-rending Wazirabad accident in Delhi
in 1997, when 28 students died after their bus fell into Yamuna River, and the lack
of follow-up action by the authorities to rein in errant bus drivers, prescribed
elaborate guidelines to minimize the risk to school children while traveling in
private buses hired by schools.

Strict enforcement of law, creation of awareness and unbiased prosecution of
offenders are the only praetical solutions that can check such malpractices
effectively to ensure the safety of school children.

Necessary directions have been issued to the concerned authorities to take
immediate necessary action to enforce existing law and guidelines of the supreme
Court, strictly with respect to all vehicles, especially autorickshaws and vans, used
to convey s¢hool children and to take strict action as per law against the owners and
drivers of the offending vehicles in cases of violation of law.

The whole-hearted co-operation of the schools, students, and parents are
inevitable to enforce the Iaw in this respect.

Therefore all are directed to give necessary instructions to all
officers/ Headmasters under their control, to ensure that school children are carried
in vehicles only as per law and the mandatory guidelines issued by the Supreme
Court. : )

Yours faithfully,
1

ic Instruction.

All Deputy Directors of Education.
Copy to:- ' - :
Director of Public Instruction, A.D&T, and ].D.(through C.A))

5V.07/07 W ’
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