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GO-VERNMENT OF KERAIA
Environment (A) Deparment

No.3527/lf|t[fntut. Ttriruvananthapuram,
Dated 27.T,:3.ZO1,S

From

Principal Secretary to Crovemment

Shri. Hem Pande,
Special Secretary,
ll{inisty of Enviroommt, Forest & Ctimate Ghange,
Government of India,
Indir,a Paqpnaran Bhavan, Jor Bagh_Road,
New Delhi - 110 0O3.

sir,
' Sub: - Environment Departr-n€nt - Need for preparing a revised IVAp of. j ESA restricted areas of Kerala - reg.

._t-
Ref : (f) 

'yo^ve.11e^nt o_f India's draftnotificarion No.S.O.25 4g/(E)
dated 4.9.2OI5.

(2) your D.O. F. No. !-4/2012-RE(pt.) dated 2L10.2015

Please refer to the draft notification referred above. I am to inform you

Hlt'fJ 'ffffi.Tfffl.ffi:";;_:Tig T#.*:L.T;# ffi5 $:
- represeuration and 

.complainn iais"a *.*t." ;i;ui. ; ,h;;;;JJ;' 
9l T_posing restrictions on areas identified as EsC iir a state tilie r"rata were
denslty of population stands on high.

2. After detailed discussions held by Honble Chief Minister with all
staf,eholders the Government decided to submit .the following b"f;;;- tlr"
Mrmstry of Environment & Forest - --c'

1) Land is a subjea under the State list, as per the Constitution of India
and all powers and authority to control, regulate and put it to use
should. vest in the State Crovemment only 

"na 
it is the duty of the

State Government to. protect its rights. :So the State Govirnment
cannot surrender its own authority and place the Control,:regufatign

Government is of the view that some provisions 
"f 

dt;;;dfi;;;
dated 4.9.2015 are seen as encroachrnent in sovereign powers of the
State Government. In tttis regard State of Kerala pref"tt to point out
a similar stand taken bv States like Tamil Nadu when 6saii;g wittl
restrictions imposed on ESA areas in Western Ghats faling iniftin
their territories..
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may also be taken into consideration:

'It may be noted that PA's and WIIS's Reserve Forest Areas (RFAs) are
included in ESA. These are regulated by the extant provisions of the India
Fprest Act lgz7,lndian Wild Life Act 1972 and the Forest Conservation
ict fgSO and their amendments thereof. Inclusion of these areas under

5. In consideration of the reprebentation received in Government, for
honouring soverergn right of ttre State Govcrnment reg4rding land, in view of
ttre stand 

- 
taken by other State Governments regarding the protection of

Western Ghats and t4king into account dre soulftrl view of Dr, Kaqthurirangan
as qoted above ttre State Government request the Government of India that the

. --**:-----*..---*- *.,: -- ESA,s=as-.notilied-under draft' nstification dated 49.2OLS may be restricted to
1) Reserved Forests 2) hotected area and 3) World Heritage sites. Revised
map may be prepared indicating these areas with the geo ioordinates of the
prominent boundary point duly marked.

' 6. State of Kerala is looking forward to favourable consideration and
necessary action in this regard.

-2-

3. It may be noted tfrat while having discussions with Honble Chief
Minster of lGrala tlre tlonble Minister for Environment, Forest & Climate
Ctrange held the view that the Government of India is putting effort on to
p{gJect the reserved forest, piotected areas ttre wodd heritage sites at any cost
and ttrat these areas are to be included in the ESA for additi.onal protection.
Hence the State of lG'rala .like to puniue a rea$onable stand on'these issue of
ESA and the ESAs may be restricted.to 1) Reserved Forests 2) Protected area
and 3) World Heritage sites. Revised map nay be prepared indicating these
areas with the geo coordinates of the prominent boundary points duly marked.

1,, 4. It is further added that the State of lGrala may also be allowed to
follow an approach adopted by other States in the matter of protecting Western
Ghats. The view held by Dr. IGsttrurirangan in HLWG report (as quoted below)

Principat Secretary to Government
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