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Environment (A) Department o
- - Thiruvananthapuram, -
- Dated 27.10.2015

No.3527/A2/14/Envt.

From -
Principal Secretary to Government

‘To .
Shri. Hem Pande,

_ Special Secretary, - L

. Ministry of Environiment, Forest & Climate Change,
Government of India, =~~~ o
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, Jor Bagh Road,

- 'New Delhi - 110 003. IR o

: Sub: - Environment Department ~ Need for preparing a revised MAP of
. ESArestricted areas of Kerala -reg. o e
Ref: (1) Government of 'Indiéfs' draft notification No.5.0.2543/(E)
dated 49.2015. . S
. (2) Your D.O. F. No. 1-4/. 2012-RE(Pt.) dated 21-.10.2015

* Please refer to the draft notiﬁcatidn referred above. I am to inform you .
that several representations were received in this Government regarding the
content in the notification dated 4.9.2015." Government have examined the

- —Tepresentation and complaints raised ‘members of public on the pros and cons -

of imposing restrictions on areas identified as ESA, in a State like Kerala were
density of population stands on high. S

| 2 After detailed discussions held by Honble Chief Minister with all
stakeholders the Government decided to submit the following. before the |
‘Ministry of Environment & Forest : IR S

- 1) Land is a subject under the State list, as per the Constitution of India
~ and all powers and authority to control, regulate and put it to use
should vest in the State Government only and it is the duty of the -
- State Government to. protect its rights. - So the State Government
cannot surrender its own authority and place the control,. regulation -
of more of our land area under the Central ‘Government. - State-
Government is of the view that some provisions of the notification
- dated 4.9.2015 are seen as encroachment in sovereign powers of the
State Government. In this regard State of Kerala prefers to point out
a similar stand taken by States like Tamil Nadu when dealing with
. restrictions imposed on ESA areas in Western Ghats falling within
their territories. . : - » ' '
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3 I may be noted that while having discussions with Hon'ble Chief

~ Minster of Kerala the Hon'ble Minister for Environment, Forest & Climate

Change held the view that the Government of India is putting effort on to
protect the reserved forest, protected areas the world heritage sites at any cost
and that these areas are to be included in the ESA for additional protectlon
Hence the State of Kerala like to pursue a reasonable stand on these issue of
ESA and the ESAs may be restricted to 1) Reserved Forests 2) Protected area
and 3) World Heritage sites. - Revised map may be prepared indicating these
-areas with the geo coordinates of the prominent boundary points duly marked -

4. 1t is further added that the State of Kerala may also-be allowed to
follow an approach adopted by other States in the matter of protecting Western
Ghats. The view held by Dr. Kasthurirangan in HLWG report (as quoted below)
may also be taken into con31derat10n '

- “It may be noted that PA's and WHS's Reserve Forest Areas (RFAs) are
included in ESA. These are regulated by the extant provisions of the India
- Forest Act 1927, Indian Wild Life Act 1972 and the Forest Conservation”
- Act 1980 and their amendments thereof. Inclusmn of these areas under
ESA prov1des addmonal protection to them”.

5. In con31deranon of the representatlon recelved in Govemment for B

- honouring sovereign right of the State Government regarding land in view of
the stand taken by other State Governments regarding the protection of
Western Ghats and taking into account the soulful view of Dr. Kasthurirangan
as noted above the State Governmernt request the Government of India that the

ESAs-as-netified-under draft notiﬁcatlon ‘dated 4.9.2015 may be restricted to
1) Reserved Forests 2) Protected area and 3) World Heritage sites. Revised
map may be prepared indicating these areas with the geo coordmates of the
promment boundary point duly marked -

6. State of Kerala is. lookmg forward to favourable cons1derat10n and
necessary action in this regard

Pnnc1pal Secretary to Government




