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Memorandum submitted
to
- Shri Narendra Modi
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India

- Oommen Chandy
- Chief Minister of Kerala |

16/10/2014
~New Delhi




1.  Issuance of final Notification as per the Kasthurlrangan
Committee Report

Kerala is a State with more than average density of p0pu1ati6n and yet more
than average fonesf coverage in the country. This itself shows that the people of the
State have grown for centuries while respecting the nature and keepmg the
ecological balance intact. The Gadgil report, followed by Kasturirangan report has
caused a lot of apprehensmn in the minds of the people, especially those living in
the areas shown as Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESA). The issuance of final
Notification based on the draft Notification No. $.0 733(E) dated 10/03/2014 on
ESAs in the Western Ghats as per the report of the HLWG (Kasthurirangan
Committee). Now that the NGT (NB) by its Order/Judgement dated 25/09/2014 in
O/A No. 26 of 2012 filed by ‘Goa Foundation’ and other have observed that ‘it
wés stated on behalf Vof‘ the Ministry of Environment & Forests that it does not
wish to process Dr. Gadgil Report and would take subsequent action only in
relation to Dr. K. Kasthurirangan Report’ (para 7); and that the State Government
- of Kerala has a]ready complied with the requirements of physical verification for

exclusion of cultural areas happened to be included in the natural areas identified
by Kasthurirangan Committee and more importantly the Tribunal has categorically
observed that the case of Kerala ‘should be dealt with by the Ministry of
Environment & Forests with utmost expeditiousness.” The NGT Judgemenf in
which MoEF affidavit cited states that “The Ecologically sensitive area as stated |
in the draft notification S.0 No.733(E) dated 10/03/2014 forms the basis for
- demarcation ESA by physical verification by the State Governments of Western
Ghats region. The State Governments of Western Ghats region, may after
undertaking demarcation of ESA by physical verification, propose the exclusion/
inclusion of certain areas foW in the Ecolbgically Sensitive Area as stated in the
draft notification S.0 No. 733(E) dated 10.03.2014”. 1 request that the Ministry
- may consider the case of the State of Kerala for issuance of the final notification




with the ESAs as demarcated by the Panchayat Level Verification Committee and
uploaded in the website of Kerala State Biodiversity Board. '

- 1 may also bring to your special attention that, the people of the cultural

areas to be excluded from the ESA villages as proposed by the HLWG are

subjected to undue hardships owing to apphcatlon of the Office Memorandum
‘dated 13/11/2013 for enforcement of the restrictions imposed in the entire ESAs.
Early notification of the areas fit to be regulated as ESAs as uploaded in the
website of Kerala State Biodiversity Board would not only relieve the inhabitants
of the trouble and apprehenswns of unwarranted restrictions and regulations
including on land use in the land starved and tluckly populated areas, but also
facilitate conservation of the real ESAs of Western Ghats as it should be. .

I would request the Hon’ble Prime Minister to kindly look into this

‘matter for an early decision.

e

e e o o T et e e %t

. ¥

i giinh Gl




