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TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH
National Centrc of te Govemment of Indiafor Nuclear Scict ce & Mathemstics

HOMI BHABHA ROAD. COLABA, MUMBAI- 4OO OO5

Prof. Naba K Mondal, FNA, FASc, FNASc' FTWAS
Project Director
India-Based Neutrino Obsenatory Project

To
Ex-Officio Principal Secretary
Science & Technologr (A) Department
Govt. of Kerala

Telephone '2278-2227

Fax :2280-4610

29.12.2014

Dear Sir,

Sub: India-based Neutrino observatory (INo); your letter No 167 /A4ll4lS&TD dated 04-06-

2014 and dated 18-11-2014

As stated in the letter cited, INO is amega science project of GOI with TIFR Mumbai as the host

institute. lt is jointly funded by Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Science &
Technology, Govt. oflndia. It is a collaborative effort of2l research institutes, universities and IITs
from all over the country with TIFR Mumbai acting as the host institute. While the reply is anticipated

from MOEF, we are happy to provide some inputs to put the project in perspective and elicit positive

response from the Govemment and people of Kerala for an ambitious scientific endevour that is INO

the benefits of which are huge for students in Kerala as well as Tamilnadu and rest of the country.

The proposed INO laboratory will be located in Pottiupuram village panchayat, about 2km from

T.Pudukottaivillage.Theentirelaboratorywiii-beto
Lele|n5oTdeilffi! underground laboratory will be located under the 1589 peak in Bodi West Hills at a

depth of 1289 metres from the top. The laboratory will be accessed by a tunnel of length 1 .9kms

starting from near T.Pudukottai village. The Environmental Impact Assessment for the project was

done by the Salim Ali centre (sACoN) in coimbatore. Based on this assessment and the project

documents submitted by INO the environmental clearance was given by MOEF in June 201 L The E{A

clearance document is available on the INO website (www.ino.tifr.res.in) for perusal.

The interstate border between Kerala and Tamilnadu lies beyond the location ofthe laboratory and at

an elevation of more than 1000 metres above the laboratory. No work is envisaged on the Kerala side

of the border and even on the Tamilnadu side the major work is deep underground. Therefore as such

there will be no environmentai impact either on the Kerala side of the border or even on the Tamilnadu

side ofthe border. The entire construction and material management will be done from the 66 acres of
land allotted by Tamilnadu govemment.

We have also a$ached a detailed FAQ on the project to give you a better idea ofwhat is involved. It is

reiterated that this is a basic sciences project which is benign from an envirorunental point of view.



l2l

On the other hand we do hope this project will have a positive impact from an educational and research

perspective on the students in Tamilnadu and Kerala, two states closest to the location ofthe
laboratory.

We hope the Kerala govemment, as with Tamilnadu govemment, will also support the project very

strongly in view of its benefits to the educational and R&D scene in this region.

Best regards,

---Blln*t-
Naba K Mondal


