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Figure 5: Present and cstimated optimum fleet size for marine Bsherics of India
Source: Optimun: flect size - GOI (2018); Current fleet size - CMFRI (2012)

Therefore, effort should be made to curb the entry of more craft in the fishedes. This could be done
by setting conditions on boat design and manpower requirement of new fishing vessels and which
over time can be extended to existing fishing vessels.

Based on above analysis, the following recommendations are proposed to cnable the Government
of India to devise suitable policics and programmes towards full exploitation of the catch potential in
the Indian FEZ and from international waters:

+ Sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources in the Indian EEZ should be the primary condition
for any utilizaton plan of Indian EEZ. Restoration of resources not only cust but often
impaossible. :

« Requirements of coastal States should be taken into consideration and a holistic plan should be
developed incorporatng production taggets of the coastal States. At the same ume, coastal States
also need to appreciate that while the larger EEZ (bevond 12 nautical miles) 1s a common resource
for them, cxpansionary production strategies and isolated production decisions will lead o
destruction of this common resource. Therefore, the Union Government and the State
Governments must act together to agree upon management policics and measare for sustainable
explojtation of the resources.

o Waters up to 200 meters depth are optimally exploited and in case of some species also over
exploited. Thus, there is no scope for expansion of fishig effort in this zone Lixplonation ot
resources in waters between 200 1o 300 meters ix now begimning, as small fishing boats (mamly
the 15 - 20 meter size tanges) are targeting the resources n this arca. B recs stvnended that thas
depth zone may fech be kept as s Luffer zose o anpment the esources i both the near shore
waters as well as i the oftshore areas Subscguontiy, This 2one couii aise be uibizea wr dversi
exixtiy, ftshing tleer For rargeting, resourees suel squids eteand veducing pressure on near-shore

waters my the futare

o W adeds Trevond 300 mwrer deptls e aor apimadh t\]ﬂcmnl and there s conssderable scope ot

eNprIISte i s 200, prandy Tt and tna Bke peocies Resonnce speciti fidhmy vensels gan

P miordtsced pe this ared Baeasd on the sesur e poteniai o totd and rune Bhe sesonrces and




other commerctal species such as sqquids, 1 s recommended that a fleer size of 1178 DSEVs may
be considered for deployment the Indian IS/ This includes the exisiing DSEVs and the
additional numbers of 270 vessels (240 tana long hiners, 15 purse seiners and 15 squid ppyers)

+ As India 15 presenmly lacking m adequatc eXpertise Of resources o exploit water beyond M
meters, hence technology transfer through acquisition of forcign fishing vessels and, or, o
ventures/leasing, etc. may be considered for this area till the domestic capacity is fully developed

» In the technologies proposed for introduction, squuid jigging has been considered as a means of
diversification and exploitation of the squid fisheries for increasing production from the offshore
waters. In this regard, technology infusion 1s necessary to locate the major squid fishery grounds as
also demonstration of technology for which test fishing may be considered.

« Keeping in view the developments in exploitation of the resources i waters beyond 12-nautical

tmles, there 18 an urgent need to enact a comprehensive legislauon fos wegulation of Indian fishing
fleet in the BIEZ

» Tramed manpower on board DSV
crew

s 1s a critical requirement. In the absence of tained domestic
that can work on such DSITVs, engagement of forcign crew onboard DSITVs s inevitable ull
the requisite skill 1s developed in the country. However, such engagements are becoming almost
impossible due to the strngent conditions imposed by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). In
this regard, conditions such as minimum salary of USD 25 000 per annum, fixed percentage of
foreign crew onboard DSFVs and their phasing out norms; grant of security clearance, ctc. need to
be reconsidered and liberalized to make fishing operations attractive and feasible.

« Besides the above mentioned conditions, considerable ume 1s also being taken in grant of sceurity
clearance to foreign crew, which not only results in loss of fishing days during peak fishing seasons
and consequent econvmic loss to the sector, but also creates uncertainty for the operators n
planning their fishing operations. This aspect also needs re-consideration by MIA and secunty

clearances should be granted in a time bound manner so that the operators could plan their
aperauons for the fishing season

o Capacity building of the Indian crew has been one of the important requirements of fishing  the
deep sea. Therefore, to create level-playing ficld, the domestic fleet of DSEFVs may also be allowed

to engage one or two foreign crew so that they can provide the guidance and build the capacity of
the Indidn operators wherever skall / eraining 15 required.

s On the issue of human resource dcv('](_.)pnu.‘nl for the dccp sea ﬁshi!‘lg sector and n\'aﬂabt!ny of
certified personnel to man LISIVs, 1t 15 also highly recommended that the Central Insttute of
{iasheries Nautical and Engincering Traning (CIFNET), Kochi design approptiate courses for
different category of operators and conduct such training programmes. Such programmes may be
subsidized to provide ncentives to the fishers 1o particpate

o The present Gudeline regulating the fishing arcas of LOP vessels have designated certan arcas as
prohibited for fishmg, These areas were carmatked during the 1781 Therefore. the Government

mav consider assessing the umpact of these prohibited areas in conservaton of fish stocks and take
decisioms on thetr continuity as probibnted areas ot otherwise
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implemented by the Government of India every year The industry has requested for a review of

this ban peniod for the DSEFVs and suggested that such vesscls may be exempted from the purview
of the ban

The Government should consider setting up of Tish Aggregating Devices {(IFADs) selected
places to make tuna (skipjack) fishing more remuncrative.

Following the submission of Coast Guard 1o this Expernt Committee, reporung mechamsms and
compliance matiers such as regular reporting of position during operation, submission of voyage
tepott, crew compliance etc. should be improved and MCS measures including VMS should be
put in place for better monitonng of the DSEVs. Repornng mechanisms of mid-sea transshupment
of catch should be reviewed further in order to plug the loopholes, if any, on alleged under-
reporting of catches. The Industry has also suggested that the requirements of dady reporting
should not be insisted upon when the vessel is not fishing,

Presently, multiple agencies are involved m tegulating the activities of the DSFVs These include
the DAHD&!: & 1:S1 (Ministry of Agnculture), DG Shipping, MMDs, Port Authorines (Minsstry
of Shipping), MPEDA and DGFY (Ministry of Commerce), Coast Guard (Ministry of Defense);
RBI, Customs (Ministey of Finance): Department of Telecommunication and Ministry of Hlome
Affaus. ntreprencurs often face difficulties in following the procedures of multiple agencies.
There is a need to stmplify the procedures and if need be a single window clearance procedure

should be adopted.

Based on the available resoutce potential and the price that tuna fisherics commands, 1t 1is
estimated that the tuna and wna like resources in the Indian EEZ are valued at approximately
INR 3000 crores or US § 500 million. In the absence of the Indian fleet unable o harvest this
resource, the migratory stocks of tuna and tuna like species are being caught by the fishing flcet of
the neighborting tuna fishing nations such as Maldives, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Indonesta This in
other words could be termed as a net loss of revenue to the Indian fisheries sector.

Exploiration of the off-shore resources in the LEZ will have to be reconsidered in terms of not
only the resources available in the LXI¥Z but also in terms of infrastructure, a comprehensive and
implementable set of rules and regulations, availability of scienuafic and technical information on
the commercial fisheries resources and the best fishing methods with which to target them, etc.
Such requirements may be considered by the Government.
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