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The Kerala State Open School (KSOS) was established in Aprii 1999

against the background of the delinking of pre-degree Course (pDC)

from the universities of Kerala State and the introduction of the
Higher Secondary (Plus Two) Course under the Department of
Higher Secondary Education. Earlier, the universities provided
facilities for private registration to the PDC, giving opportunities to
the students, who could not get admission to the regular pDC, but
still wished to pursue higher studies.

The immediate objective of the KSOS was to provide opportunities
for these students to secure Higher Secondary School Certificate.
Within a short span of ten years, the KSOS could meet these ends in
the best manner possible. lt is now high time that the system be
revamped and expanded to make KSOS a futly open system by
ofiering facilities for life-long education, capable of meeting the ever-
changing challenges of Kerala Society.

The Government of Kerala set up this Committee of Experis to broad-
base KSOS and "suggest norms and regulations for converting
KSOS into an independent academic institution". The committee
held detailed discussions on the objectives, types of courses,
organisational structure and financial management of the proposed

Open School system in the state. The committee also held detailed

discussions with several stake-holders and expefrs to share their
views on the need and scope of Open Sehools.

The members of the committee recommend thatthe institution should

be called ' State Council for Open & Lifelong Education, Kerala'
(SCOLE- Kerala), so that it can function as an umbrella organization

co-ordinating the functions of all other organisations that work in
the field of open education'



Some of the major recommendations of the committee are:

The present Kerala State Open School should be revamped and

reorganized into an autonomous organization with the siatus of a'

University for offering facilities for open and life-long learning for

all without the constraints of space and time. The reorganized

institution shali be known as 'State Council for Open and Lifelong
Education - Kerala' (SCOLE-Kerala).

The Chairman of the Council will be the Hon. Minister fbr Education

of the State. The Council will have a full time Vice- Chairperson,

who in the rank of a Vice Chancellor will be the Executive Head of

ihe Council. SCOLE - Kerala shall have its own identity with its own

independent campus.

The Council will have the following bodies to regulate its functioning:

i) A General Council.

ii) An Executive Committee,

iii) An Academic Council,

iv) A Think Tank ian informal machan jsm to jnvolve out-of-the-box

thinkers).

The Council will be the authorised body f or accrediting and aifiliating,

academic and applied teaching and training insiitutions and

organizations, as well as the body for assigning, assessing and

granting credits to courses, and for evaluating and certifying ihe

eourses.

The Council shali implemeni the foliowing programmes:

Equivalence Programmes:. a) lVth Standarci, b) Vii" Standard,

Open Secondary School Programme,

iii) Open Higher Secondary School Programme,

iv) Open Applied (Vocationat) Education Programme,

v) Life Enrichme nt Programme,

vi) On-demand Short Term Courses.

i)

ii)
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The curriculum and syllabus should be suitable for open iearning.
For the Combination of both academic and applied (vocational)
courses, it is necessary to facilitate flexibility of choice in learninq
and employability.

All courses will have open entry without pre-qualif ication
requirements, except for Open Higher Secondary and open Applied
(Vocational) Education programmes.

For erTectrve functioning, the council should network verticaliy,
horizontally and ai decentralized levels with institutions and
organizations within and outside the state.

e

The academic functions would be governed by the Academic Council
and _s_eiection of personnel to key posts .ryg_Ul{ be.. F.eqe by an
inde pendent selection committee.

The administrative set-up shourd not be hierarchicar, but shourd be
officer-c e ntered with definite responsibilities for each officer.
Modern office practices should be adopted for speedy and effective
functioning.

In order to meet the requirements of backward areas of the state
and to have easy access from all parts ofthe state, the Gouncil may
have its Head euarters preferably in the South Malabar region.
The Council will have district centres in every district of the state. lt
will also have accredited study/training centres within and outside
the state for the implementation of its programmes.

Courses can be launched without waiting for the establishment of
the complete set-up and framlng of the new curricuta and syllabi.
Learning modules deveioped by NIOS could be used with appropriate
modiflcations, wherever necessary, ai the iniiiai siage.
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