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Final Recommendations
Mdn fkdlnt' [p.!. 1]211

1. Ihe pres€nt amlysls clearly indlcates that there has been a poiltive ifipact on lishery ylelds

(wlthout oil sardine) In Kerala State due to the introductlon ofdE trawl ben ttom 1988

Howeve., the $polnt mdint average graph unmistakabh ihows that the positlve lmpact on

fi5hery yields $as prrsent only up to 1997 (9 yea|s), and th6eafter, the fishery yiel& are

decllnin& the n€'t decline belnS more than one lalh tonn6 afte. 2tm lhls lndlcates that

the beoetrt in te.m5 ot yield was noi 3t stained.

2. The economk analysls Indicet6 that In value terms the benefit of the taawl ban was present

ooly up to $e year 2@0, after whlch the.e ha5 b€en a decline In real vahre of the flshe.ies

and ultimatev Incomes to fishermen In spite of Increai€ lr nominel value'

!. The gowth .ate an.lysls also cleatly Indlcates that trowth rEte In the mechaahed tector ls

ncgatiE after th€ year 2(m, .nd the b€neit of tlE trawl ban wes not sustain€d after 2O0.

4. thcr.hre, a ha.d, but necesaary optlon wolrld be to increas€ the duratioi ofthe trawl ban

sudr that the beneft of the trawl ben In tenns of vl€ld and value is sustained.

Fl{Ery Mo.Jtaiq lplc a3l
5. Thls com|nlltee recommends that the ooF€O( ente. Into a Mou wlth CMFRI to 8et the

data on catch ard €6ort ftorn ClrFRl on an annuafrelula. b.sis .s a.d uhen thc yea/s data

becomes avalleble. lf necesrary, annu.l f€ca for the data mey also be pald to CMFRI as a

mattea of p.sfussio||al courtasy and to help tl€ drta colhcton procers. A5 pe. t||e

suggrstions of tt|e Fbhenn€n Coordlnation Subco.imlttee, rhls exerds€ may be iointly
untueken by the DoF€oK .nd CMFRI whhout dudlc.tlon of efiorl

6. Tfia st tirtks WfuE |n ttfocus d! coll€cdon ofInl.nd.nd aqr|aclrlture d.ta.

R.alrtr.tlo|r & Uclnthg lpir '16l7. Cunently blanket llcenslrg Ir done tor fishing; hox€ver, thls should change to llcc.r|sing for

8ea.5 following letrl dlrn€nslons and mesh shes. lhls may bc htroduced by maklnS

necessary amendmcnts in the (MFR Act. Ihe DOF4OK should hroduce a system by f,filch

all fuhing gea6 have a pem.nent OOF na* or stamp indkadng lt|s leg.l stau6 follovlng
XMfRA lbe llcenso should be valld for 2 years and should be 8lvefl only after Insp€ction of
geaB posrcssed by the MEW. Ourlng lmphmentatlon ad€quate consultedons wlth the
Flshcrmen Coordlnatlon Slbcommltt€e shoold b€ doi€.

8. A reglsitered f,shing vessel csn lf n€cesiary pors€ss up to 2 liceB€s, For e.9., one for
trawlhg and anotfier for gillnclting. How€\rer no veslel should pos5esr more th.n 9 llcen!€d
gears. Resource sp€cific gears should be encouraged.

9. At pres€nt proyiCons e{st for In I(MFR Act for entorclng fine .nd ffelthg the veis€b in

a8. of vlolatons. Prortslon for temporary c.ncellatlon oflk'n!e may also be induded In

$r KMFRA by maklng necessrry am€ndmeoti.

10. flo new fahitg vsr.b should be introduced withod th€ permlssion of the DOF€OK [page
4s1

11- Registadon and llcens€ for other states vessels should be regtricted, and if gtuen, should be

et hlgh colt {in order to discourage the practice) wilh the cordition that catch is l.nded only

in Xerala fiah landlng centres.

Fi.h.ri.5 M{lag.m.nt Atea & Gorraming Rdes lpi|3e 4At}
12. The coastal weters off Kerata, up to the leg.l iurisdlctlonal limit, should be d€clared at Ke.ela

Firheries Man.gement a.ea (KFMA). And, in the case of specific, ch.racteristic and unlque

':+
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fisheries, such as d6mfisheries in an estuarine system orthe artlsanal tisheries off

Thituvananthapuram coast, specific management areas need to be set' Once the area ls

specified, the speclfic rules can be(ome applicable to the mana3ement atea Thus fish€ries

management becomes more localand reglonalwhich is one ofthe baslc tenets of the FAO'S

ccRt.

13. lt i5 strongly recommended that the 6OK urge the MoA4Ol to t'ke nece$ary steps to

correct the lack of rules and regulatlons in the atea of sea from 12 to 2OO nmi and to stoP

the LOPS lssued bY tfie MoA€Ol'

14. According to the FAo4cRF, fisherles are best managed on a reSional and local basis' and

drerefore, lt i5 mor€ pertinent to have the st'lte manaSe and teSulate the flsheries in the 12_

2OO nml tone as well. The DOF€O( may communlc'te this concept to the MoA4Ol'

15.IbeDoF€oKm.ya|socommunic.tetotheMoA€o|thevehementoPposit|onofthe
State's fishermen to tl|€ oPeritioo of LOP ve95el5 in the 12_2m nmi zone'

Rrlul.don on o€cructh.. G.sE lFtG 2tf4
16. Cootldering the objections with re8'rd to stake net removal' thls commlttee recommpnos

that.||unlicens€dstakeneBberernor,edbytheooF6o(wllh|no|teyc.J..AcomPensatidr
package maybe worked out based o' the age ofthe g€ar' The inlnimum codend mesh gEe

reco;end by CIFT (24 mm) for all licensed stake nets should be sltictly implemented'

Ihis should be done by penodrc hrpectioE by th€ baclwatet pttrol ofth€ DOF€OK

17. As per the CIFT recommendatioh Inplement btnninS of stake net operations dudng hiSh

dde by r.15!r€ the net .bov€ f,'ater line durlng thii time'

r& |t i5 recomm;nded rhat the 9oi€o( prohibit the operatlons of minitr.wls in a ph.s€d

manne,. The DoF_GoK ihould fomulate a reSistratlon and lhrnse buy_b'ck scheme to help

mln|t'aw|fuhefmentekea|te'nateavoc,t|ons.1h|5frsh|nSPr.cticeshou|dbephaiedout
ufihin the next 5 years (ry December 2018) Eldidng llcens€s of minl_tr'wls ihould not be

19. aa5€d on CMFRI's advlce on the negadve lmp'cts' tie Govemment of xtm:"I1-nT *"n"0

FAD bas€d cuttlefish firhery in 2012' tt is thcrefore imp€rative thtt the ooF4oK also bans

Ofs rypc U Ae*ualve nsNng method urSe'tlY to conserve thlt valu'ble r€soutce

20. tte committee recommends that MPA' whidr is a very succe65ful paslive fofm of flsherie6

man.Ssmen! would become necessary in tlre ftture vears But-flrst' the fl:L":l":n*" to

be ma-de aware and educated with 
'egard 

to the advantege5 ol MPAr' Therefore' th€ oof-

GOK should Inlll.te awrreness campalgns In tll coattal distrtctt In d€ nert 5 Years gudr that

MPAi can be induced within:the ne)d 10 yea6'

zon l R.$tLdot|3 [P{r a9l

21.|mpl€mentatlonof!ona|'est.ictionsKpo6'|b|eon|y|ftheDoF4ox|mPlementsthesate||ite-- 
i"La urrs 

"to*'f"d 
inthe su.l,€ill'nce sectlon'

22.I'theoBMand|EMnnsseme6areU5itrmechanizedpowertodeplo'andhau|thenets,
then they will lose thek motorlzec statt'land witl come undei the status of mechanlzed' and

therefore, the 2O/3On zon'l 
'estrtctlon 

vJill apply to them as well'

FkHnf V€5.d SFdfiG.tloi3 [p't"95ol
23. Allmuhi{ay mechenlted flshin8 vessels wilh LoA l5|n and above should possess toilets'

khchen (Salley)and atleasts sleeping benhs'



?4. The under{eckfish hold capacity of these vessels should hot exceed 25% of the total

volume of the vessel Akeady registereo vesiels should 8et this modification done within

the next 2 Years, failing which their reSlstrations should be cancelled'

tt. ilf *" g"t"gnti"t 
"*sels 

should be fftted with aPptopriete llghts and fiags for sBnallng a5

per IntJmational marttme normt TheY should also possess LsA 
'nd 

Iire-fighdng apparatus

as per sea safety rules. These rul€s ihould be m'de efecttue immediately'

,e. orrio-*u,v -Jrt.fahg fishetmen {both ttadltional and me'hanlzed) of tlte state should

under8p a 3iay cou6e on navtsadon and sea iafetY lhls cou6e Gan tt€ cooducted bY

CIFN; |o have the expertise and fadlitles to conduct sudr cou6es The OOF4OK should

enter Into a MOU wilh clFt{ET fo' conducting this 
'll_e)Q€nte 

p'ld cou6e Th€ endre.

exerd5r shouH be comPleted u'ithin the next 2 yetrs and S|e f"t that the flsherman has

compl€ted the coora€ thodd be indlctt€d in his^er identltY cel!'

2;. the idvert and serangp ofv6sels shoi'ld undergo 
' 

mcJe detalled lHay cours€ on

navlgatlon and othea mechanlcal sldlb' Thls too Gan be nade with a MOU wlti OFIET and

uJr cooditlons as given above The rule that me'hanhed fuhlng vessels should be d'iven

onlv by certiied serangy'drive6 shouH be made a Dand'tory rcquir€ment wfthin the next 5

yeaas.

28. The fishlr€ vesiels are aho laclin8 adequate communl, donfacllltier' All vesseh Gap'ble of

ana canyl_m out operalons outslde the 12 nml rone should poslest not only VHf but also RT

(raaiotelplone) communb.tion f'cilltl's3 lhe DOreoK shoul4enter into dltlogu€ $'nn

$€ Mlnlstry of Communlcatlons for enabllng all deePs€' goirg fishlng vesrels to be fltted

with iT facilides on subEldhed ratei. lfits b an uGeit sca srfev aequlrement ior Bfikh th€

. OOF€OX has to ptav an entbling offacilltating lole'
' 

29. Cre.tlon o{ a s.pa6te Flshing v65sh Act to addtess d|. tbove ihouu b€ Gonsideted by th€

DOf€OX in cdrsuh.tlon v,lth th' l€td cell

30. Ihis codnittlG ffir€ recomnends drtt dE OOreOK tak' permbslo'l ot d|e MMO to

register ffshlng v€asels |rp to 24m LoA wtth all iafety and n lsrtlon'l tcatures' The

prooo{ed Fishlig Vcasel Act can E|ke tlps€ into consideratbn'

l!t.l narh alr.3 .nd dkr€nalom of nets lp{' sll
-"ji. iit"l"""f i*ft.,res for dlfiercnt gears heve been 5€t olt elsdhere In this document Thls

should be strlctlY lmplemented by the DOf€O( by systeft of inspectlons use of ill4al nets

and mesh 5lze5 In nets leads to luu fishlnS'

32. getides, Sovernment agendes sopPMng nets to fishe6 should not manutacture nor supdY

lll€gal m€sh size neB to any partY. R6ea.dl instltutions tesdng experlmental flshlng nets

anJ gean can be exempted. The arlun€art tftat f gove'nmetrt agendei are not supply'n&

private net midf.ctutes woutd iupply does not hold, as dle syitem of decks and

olnl5hmenB set out In this doctrmed w-ot ld efieclively stoD the tllegll pracdce in course of

tim€.

33. optirnum norh alzas h.ve bc€n ddtemlned for $€d€5 taGct'd by 

'lllnets 
by c|Fr 

'nd 
ate

givu In Table In Pate 50. Mlnimum lne3h rire ls 33 mm and maxlmum mesh slze 152 mm'

34 Medl ske for satdlne/mackerel ring selnes fo' bott mechanired and OBM c'tegime5 may De

regulated at 22 mm or more in the bunt and matn bodY and maxlmum dimenslon of lhe geer

md b€ limlted to <6m m huag len$h and <5{t m hurE d€pth' for all new and rcplacement

dng seines.

o
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35. Meth size lor anchowrin! seines maY be re8ulated at 12 mm and ma(imum dimension of

the gear m.y be limited to <250 m hung length and <50 m hung depth'

,a. .aoaini t"O 
" 

tt rnm h.s been prescrlbed for trawl net In KMFRA It is recommended that

th|sb€ch.ngedto35mmsquaremesna'studiesbyc|FTshowsthatitprov|desbetter
opportunlw forlweniles to escape'

Flrhltg
fi:;;;i.;'.;'"""""1 trawl ban should be extended ftom 47 davsJo 59 da!-s (Yolp.sc 52'5.1

r*itii" *" *a*, -e durlf€ June''uv and the iecond7udng octob€r-ilovember

each of 30 daYs. The advantrges of such an extension pedod should be rcviewed after 3

years hV. scientif,c commlttee'

:s. Th" oil, 
"rrd 

f 
giil ,in8 s€ine6 should be btnn€d from o9€Jation for a 

"tl" i::l:
i,"rn-+.t. 

""t 
ti Ooth d.v5 Incluslve) to Prote" eit::::1'i:tj*;::H[trronr aPrn l I'Pr Je r--_ --'-

"oJ-; i" "*"-"" 
coordination erbcommltt€€ t* ryT^Tfl:i.":T::"'

##.il;;;;;;;;arenerscampalgnswtth theconcemedfishermen associatlons

Ho.e teting uF the mitter t8ain'

gg. ;ie.e ,ltp,lri n* ue any seesonal fishlng ban for non-motodzed tradjtional vesselt 
^

i. ,i" -rao*.*''o pro'lde adequate monetary relief (based on minimum wages) to

firhermen dudng the ban Periodg'

w.ltar. trctsu|. lFlF 5+5ltl .-" (- &J .l .^ ,^n.drrrre and--'li. ri. .rl id;f"if,,el for all fishlrts Grdfts in the 5t'te sh3ll be fued at an 
'pproprltte 

a

r€asonable Pe.cent offuel (diesel or kerosene) co

ot. no ,"ttiOt tta"fa * gfuen to onh tho6€ teg'lstered and licensed ve5*b which are

complYing with all rules of the KMFRA Shcalicense it to be renewed every 2 years' the

subidy allorance tholld 8Bo be review€d at d s 9olnt'

r|:}. Other welftre (housin& educauon' ration etc') subsldid to fishemen should be qlanttficd
*' 

i, *boiio* _ 
" 

Jatabase lor future revtewi ard fo. appMnS the abore menagement-

motivadon sd|eme'

Fl'et o'rctp'Glth'-[p":.5:11------*. ,- ,".e of d'e fislrlng fleets In (eralt, an immediate
44. In the light ofdt€ high o'etcapac[y In-- 

ao*tiua 
"n ""*vesgels 

has to be de'lated by the DoF€oK

ls. vJ,.i ofO". *"n zo years should have thelr 
'eglstration 

and llcense c'ncelled' and owners

'f thev al! fisheoen, !ho'u r'""" tn" ift to tl't'uct a new vessel with theltermission of

the DoF4Ox. ltls reptacemenr vessel illl be strlctlv In the least over capacltated fishlng

fieeL

46, New vess€l construction In boaty'rds should b€ begun only with pemlsiion ftom ooF_GOx;

oth€rwl5c reaist6tion 3hotild not be given'

or. i" "*. 
t i*" *rc'pacitv 'nd 

fishlng effor! the DoF€ox should fotmulate- a scheme

to buY+act ve3sel r€Sistation ana ticensJfrom owne6 with compensatloi at marlct prices'

The DOf4OX lhould eatmtrt aceqlate ffnan<e in its budget to buy{ad at least 20 vessels

ln a vear. On demand, alternaie avocauon tralning should also be provlded frce of coit by

DOF€OK.

Survelllanc€ lp.tp 57-591 _.,,! r.Li DoF€oxshould be strengltrened by the po6ting ofan
48. The Marine Entorcement wint or trx

additional Oirector under whose administrattue and technical control the whole wlng should

function.



49. The Inspecto6 and SuFinspecto6 oI fisheries in DoF€o(should be fullY deployed in

surveillance and enforcement mther tfian in routine department won'

50. lt is imperatfue th.t all staff in the MEW are seaworthy and should possess navigatlona

skllts. They rholtd have a monthlv schedule of p'trolt in the Alablan sea off Kerala' ou/lng

patrols thev should Inspect maximum number of ve$els in a dty and insection repofi In

forms should be reglltarlY filed. Inipecdons should not hinder fbhing activlty as f'r as

PO65ible.

51. The MEw staff should underuo raln'n8 by the DOF such ihat they ate lnowledgeable on all

asPectsofKMFRAruhsandregu|at|ons.Th€yshou|dbe€quippedwithnetgauges.ndtape
measutes to measu.e the alze and coden; of nets Tft€se insp€ctions should b€ cartle'l out

when the vessel ls in landlng cenfe'
52. A Central op€Edons Room (coR) shouu be forrned at vypin Flsheries Station which rhould

house the vMS base unlt and also ha'e RT 
'nd 

VHF base Statlons Tliig u'it should wo't

2417 wlth adequate dutY ,otetio{|s.

53. rhe DOreO( nrv eplo.e tt|e po6sibillty of drawint up an MOU wlth the Cotst Guard 0olnt

operadons) to helP in 5urrerllance and enfor'ement offlihery re$rlatlons' lhis wouH help

in stdct€r enforcernefi .

54.v|v6basestat|onsGanb€estad|shedfrom..ound|NR30|.lhrupyard'rndonbo'rdunhs
run tom ll{R X lakhs/unit FundlrB tor tt|e latter should be subqldi'led by tne DOF€O|(

end th€ endre fundir€ rhould be soutced thro!3h €entrdlly sponsored stheme3 ofthe Moa-

GOt.

55. To aid better enforqenent, the DOF4OK ihould Provld' at rub6ldhed tate6 RT unlts to all

medranlred end motoriled fbhing unlb. Ihls would roughly cost INR 2-3 lalhs/unit Thls

*ordd also helP In s€a safety also

cov!. n .-@n t|{rnerttlt t 60631

56. This commlttec .€comm€nds that d|e OOF€OI emb"ce th€ con5ultttive mode ot co-

manageoent immadiaHy and ther In later yerrs move on to the @opet'tlve mode of co_

m.naSenent as coanmunlties and Sovemnents take tine to adjurt and understand tt€se

ner , 8o\remance sY$ems.

57. lJnder the coosuhatlve mode of ccoanag.ment 3_ti€r f6heries counclls should be fotm€d

lmmediat€ly. At th€ lowest levet ihould be the FlshinS Vlllage Council (FVC) end ne* should

b€ tll€ Dlstrict Flrheries Councit (DFc) and f,nallv the Strte Fi.herles Councll (StC) The

counillTOR5 should b€ very cleady set. The counclls should ha!€ tep(es€ntation ftom

panchayatt dlstricvsttte, Departneot of Fisheries, CMFRI, CIFT, 
'lc(/s 

worllng In the area

and i$ennen as6odaticxls and socletles. Th€v should meet once In 
' 

quarier' The counEil

shootd halre pgwe6 to debate and reaommend rules as necessaty for elTectlve mantgement

offisherles. The salenttfla inpuE fol nanag6nent oftrshlfi's should be ttkeu fum t4searcb

lnsthutes and univel.|des.

5& The rules and r€Sulttlons recommended by the FVC or DFC ahould uldmat€h be passed by

the sfc whhln a peflod of one year and transmltted to ooF4o( for Inplementation The

rule m.ldng Power ls vested v,ith the Govemment'

59. At th€ FVC level s€parate coundls can tte formcd for specific fshery commoditi€s, $rch as

for exampl€ cla|n fithedes. a vlll.ae level clam fhheries Gouncll can exlst teparately ancl

thev should pas.! on thelr recommendatlons to the DFC'

c\I
@
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60. Ihe DOf€OX should urEentty pfomote the wide di$emination of KMFRA rules and

regulalions among flshermen, boat owners and othet related sta*eholders

61. This booklet should also be compuEorily Slven to filhermen and boat owners when th€y are

glven identity cards, licenses and regitlration car'ls'

ar. ii" *"i* -o * -les should be placed In the website ofooF-Gox'

63, The DOF_GOK should ensurc that luture evaluatlon and expert committees should have

adequate repre5entetion ftom stakeholdeE'

tmoLfi.nt tloi P|.n lp{p 651 , , ---, ----ha/.^anittees to"'%H;;*;;;;'riheries, Go( should constitute an Intem'l colnmmee/ committeei

exantne dre recommend.$ons and tuggest which of the tecommendadon5-T"]:.::"t '
amendments to the KMFn Act and whii can be accommodated by changlng the rules This

f ,o.",,,t',o,rau""o"nr*":T-Tiff ;:tl$:,:i$n5iilTff ,".
65. The DoF<oK should be strenglhene(

Uacfgrouna ana rmuld b€ made iito a t€lchnlcal departmen!

56.Th€recommendedadmin|strattvechangeswtth|ntheDoF.GoK,suchassrengtheninsofthe--' 

""ri""i"t"""."", 
wing should be completed wlthln 3 months'
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