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DArEo...........-..........-.. ..
AI\IOOP JACOB

MrNlsl[R ]olr ]ooD, clvll strPtl-lus.
aoNst'[rER PRoTICTl()N & RlClslRAl lO\

lil]R^l, \

Dear Sir,

I take this opportunity to aPprise your office of certain serious concerns of the Stat€

Govertrment ielatitrg to the implementation of the Nationrl Food Securit'v

Ordinance, 2013 in the Statc of Kerala' As you are aware' under tbe Targeted

Public Distribution SysteE in Kerala' there are the followiDg crtegories of rstion

card holders:

A8 is evideut, uliversal rationitrg is beilg implemelted in the enti'e Ststc'

SubsequeDt to the relevant provisious of the National Food Security Orditratrce'

2013 ii i$ anticipated that oDly 140.?7 lakh of the population (Rural +Urbao) shall

be eovercd under tbe TPDS leaving a population of 193'10 Lakh outside the rmbit

Category
of Ration
Csrd

Total
number of
Cards

Approrimate
Populatiotr
(headcount)

Entitlement
per card
(quantity)

Present
allocation
per card
(quantitv)

Rate of food
grains for
etrtitlement

APL (State
Subsidy)

4212796 16278000 17 kg rice
and 8 kg
wbeat

9 Kg of rice
2Kgof
Wheat

Rt 2 per Kg
of rice and
Rs 2 p€r Kg
of Wbeat

APL
(Normal)

1822948 ?044000 17 kg rice
lnd 8 kg
wheat

10 Kg of
rice
3Kg of
wheat

Rs 8.90/- per
Kg of rice
and Rs 6.70
per Xg of
Whe.t

BPL r460631 7308000 25 Kg of rice
10fuof
wheat

25fuof
rice
10 Kg of
wheat

Re l/- per
kg for rice
&Rs2for
wherl

AAY 595800 2757000 35 Kg of rice 35 Kg of
rice

Re l/- per
Ks

Total 8092175 33387000



of the TPDS. This elfectively implies that in r consumer state like Kerale where

only 157o of consumptioD treed of food grain tu produced in the state' there would be

no merns to €nsure food security to this s€gment of the populalion and furtheri the

etrtiilements being received till date under the TPDS too shall h've to be

discoutinued wbich would have serious ramifications'

Presently the llloc{tioD of food grains utrder the Ccntral Pool ofthe TPDS is as

follows:

Naturc of
allocation

Annual
Allocatio! (itr
MT$)

Rrt€ of
food
grain
per KG
(in RS)

APL SS RICE 443556 8.9

APL Normal
Rice 174612 8.9

BPL Rice 536495 62
AAY Rice 250260

APL Normal
Wheat 96433 6.7

APL SS Wheat t05479

BPL wheat 17t957 4.7

Totd Rice 1404923

Totsl Wheat 373869

Civen the above sccnano, it mry kindly be trot€d thst once the Nttionel Food

security Ordhance is implemented' there sill be a drastic reduction itr the quaDtity

of food grains distributed through the PDS i! Kerrla {trd the food siiuation in the

Stste which i! lottlly depeldant on the rationing system will turtr precarious' You

will dso kindly recrll that whetr the Public DistributioD System here wos reviewed

by you roBe time back .n assurance was given that tbe APL quota in the state will

be increased lo 17 kg rice strd 8 kg whcat per faDily and that in the pr€sert cotrteat

of the Ordinance they wi|| be totally kept out of the system' It is of utBost n€cessity
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that not otrly th€ pr€sent sllocatiotr of food grrins (Rice and Wheat) to Kerala

under PDS i! retained but suitably revised also without any pcrspective

disadvantagc in terms of revision of prices to make the Ordinance a meanligful

one.

More importatrtly, the APL (SS) cat€gory comprising alnost 162.78 Lakh

population of which only about 40.12 lakh shall be cdvered nnder the priority

population as per the prcs€trt stip[lation under the Ordioance shall be a highly

discriminttory approach. This needs to be remedied by exteDding the b€Defits for

the priority household to the entire APL (SS) population in Kerala. AIso the

additional requireEent of food gr{itr allocatiotr should be provisioned for as

troccssitated for the cxpanded priority household coverage as itrdicated her€in

above.

I am separst€ly submittitrg a brief analyris of the situation as it pertains to thc state

of Kerala and I would requ€st yon to kiDdly provision for the requests llade herein

ibove &s a sp€cial dispensation for the State of Kerala to €nqble us launch the

National Food Security Ordinance in lhc Stlte.

Further, as mandated in the National Food Security Ordinance,2013 the entire

state Eachhery is gerring up for thc implcmetrtation of the End to End

computerisation proj€ct to ensure a tran$par€nt and effective Public Distribution

System which tre€ds to be effectively tratrslated by etrsuring Door to Door Delivery

and cre.tion oflnteioediate Storrge Space.

It is eEsentirl tbat the State Govemment's initiative to undertake Door to Door

deliv€ry of PDS items is fmancially supported to the mrxiDuD by the GovertrEetrt

of India and likewise to ensure that adequate interim storage space is cre.ted' the

fitratrcial implication thereof is to be provisioned for by way of assistance by

Governmena ofItrdia.



The Natiotral Food Security OrdinaDce matrdates among othen mortrhg snsck for

childretr rged I to 3 ard suggests establishment of centralis€d kitchen for cooking

meals, In this regard the Goveinment of Kerala is of th€ considered opioior lhat

morning snack should be extended to 8ll children up to tbe age of fourteen rnd

fitraDcial assistance thereof to be provided for by the Central GoverEmell. As

regards the Centralised Kitchens, given the situation in Kerala, we are already

having a fulctional decertralised mechanism in eacb eduiational institution strd the

cost overruN for Cetrtralired Kitcheo, traNportltion atrd at the same time ensuring

quality of cooked food do not appear feasible.

I am hopeful that the Governmont of lndia shall ext€ld due support and provision

for tLe Strte of Kerala rs a special dirpetrsltion towards tbe issues detailed hereiD.

Yours sincerely,

fiof AN

To

Prof. K.V, Thomas'

Utriotr Mitrister of Stlte (Independent charge) for

Consumer Affairs, Food ald Public Distribution'

Krishi Bhavan.

New Delhi. 110 001

at!'


