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ANOOP JACOB

DATED ...........
MINISTER FOR FOOB, CIVIL SUPFLIES,
CONSUMER PROQTECTION & REUGISTRATION
KERALA

- Dear Sir,

No.215/N/O13/M(FCS&R)

1 take this opportunity to apprise your office of certain‘serious concerns of the State

Government relating to the implementation of the National Food Security

Ordinance, 2013 in the State of Kerala. As you are aware, under the Targeted

Public Distribution System in Kerala, there are the following categories of ration

card holders:
Category | Total Approximate | Entitlement | Present Rate of food
of Ration | number of | Population | per card allocation | grains for
Card Cards (headcount) | (quantity) per card entitlement
(quantity)
APL (State | 4212796 16278000 17 kg rice 9 Kg of rice | Rs 2 per Kg
Subsidy) and 8kg [2Kgof of rice and
wheat Wheat Rs 2 per Kg
of Wheat
APL 1822948 7044000 17 kg rice 10 Kg of Rs 8.90/- per
(Normal) and 8kg |rice Kg of rice
wheat 3Kg of and Rs 6.70
wheat per Kg of
Wheat
BPL 1460631 73080060 25 Kg of rice | 25 Kg of Re 1/- per
10 Kg of rice kg for rice
wheat 10 Kg of & Rs 2 for -
L wheat wheat
AAY 595800 2757000 35 Kg of rice | 35 Kg of Re 1/- per
rice Kg
Total 8092175 33387000

As is evident, universal rationing is

being implemented in the entire State.

Subsequent fo the relevant provisions of the National Food Security Ordinance,
2013 it is anticipated that only 140.77 Jakh of the population (Rural +Urban) shall
‘be covered under the TPDS leaving a popalation of 193.10 Lakh outside the ambit
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of the TPDS. This effectively implies that in a consumer state like Kerala where
only 15% of consumption need of food grain is produced in the state, there would be
no means to ensure food security to this segment of the population and further; the
entitlements being received till date under the TPDS too shall have to be

discontinued which would have serious ramifications.

Presently the allocation of food grains under the Central Pool of the TPDS is as

follows:
Rate of
food
Annual grain
Nature of Allocation  (in | per KG
allocation MTs) (in RS)
APL 8S RICE 443556 8.9
APL Normal
Rice 174612 8.9
BPL. Rice 536495 6.2
AAY Rice 250260 3
APL Normal
Wheat 96433 6.7
APL S8 Wheat 105479 6.7
BPL wheat 171957 4.7
Total Rice 1404923
Total Wheat 373869

Given the above scenario, it may kindly be noted that once the National Feod
security Ordinance is implemented, there will be a drastic reduction in the quantity
of food grains distributed through the PDS in Kerala and the food situation in the
State which is totally dependant on the rationing system will turn precarious. You
will also kindly recall that when the Public Distribution System here was reviewed
by you some time back an assurance was given that the APL quota in the state will
be increased to 17 kg rice and 8 kg wheat per family and that in the present context
of the Ordinance they will be totally kept out of the system. It is of utmost necessity




that not only the present allocation of food grains (Rice and Wheat) to Kerala
under PDS is retained but suvitably revised also without any perspective
disadvantage in terms of revision of prices to make the Ordinance a meaningful

one.

More importantly, the APL (SS) category comprising almost 162.78 Lakh
population of which only about 40.12 lakh shall be covered under the priority
population as per the present stipulation under the Ordinance shall be a highly
discriminatory approach. This needs to be remedied by extending the benefits for
the priority household to the entire APL (SS) population in Kerala. Also the
additional requirement of food grain allocation should be provisioned for as
necessitated for the cxpanded priority household coverage as indicated herein

above.

I am separately submitting a brief analysis of the situation as it pertains to the state
of Kerala and I would request you to kindly provision for the requests made herein
above as a special dispensation for the State of Kerala to enable us launch the
National Food Security Ordinance in the State.

Further, as mandated in the National Food Security Ordinance, 2013 the entire
state machinery is gearing up for the implementation of the End to End
computerisation project to ensure a transparent and effective Public Distribution
System which needs to be effectively translated by ensuring Door to Door Delivery

and creation of Intermediate Storage Space.

It is essential that the State Government’s initiative to undertake Door to Deor
delivery of PDS items is financially supported to the maximum by the Government
of India and likewise to ensure that adequate interim storage space is created, the
financial implication thereof is to be provisioned for by way of assistance by

Government of India.




The National Food Security Ordinance mandates among others morning snack for
children aged 1 to 3 and suggests establishment of centralised kitchen for cooking
meals. In this regard the Government of Kerala is of the considered opinion ‘that
morning snack should be extended to all children up to the age of fourteen and
financial assistance thereof to be provided for by the Central Government. As
regards the Centralised Kitchens, given the situation in Kerala, we are already
having a functionat decentralised mechanism in each educational institution and the
cost overruns for Centralised Kitchen, transportation and at the same time ensuring

guality of cooked food do not appear feasible.

1 am hopeful that the Government of India shall extend due support and provision

for the State of Kerala as a special dispensation towards the issues detailed herein.

Yours sincerely,

m
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(j > ANGOP JACOB
To
Prof. K.V, Thomas,
Union Minister of State (Independent charge) for
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution,
Krishi Bhavan,
New Delhi. 116 001




