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PROPOSED GUIDELINES AND SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SECTOR-WISE ACTIVITIES

‘ Detailed sectoral
recommendations are in
Part II of the Report Sector

ESZ1

ESZ2

ESZ3

mem..___G

Across the Westemn Ghats

more than 3 years)

Genetically modified crops should not be allowed Phase out the use of .w_mm:n
bags in shops, commercial establishments, tourist spots, on a priority basis (not

Qo:nmn&G modified crops should not be
allowed

Promote organic agricultural practices; discourage cultivation of annual Crops
on slopes exceeding 30%, where perennial crops should be promoted;
introduce incentive payments for sequestration of carbon in soils, introduce
incentive payments for maintenance of select traditional cultivars, encourage
participatory breeding programmes to improve productivity of traditional
cultivars; encourage precision agricultural practices, No GMOs.

-|Organic agricultural practices can be ™

carried out In selected areas for selected

crops. All other points are acceptable.

Agriculture

Phase out all use of chemical
pesticides/ weedicides within
five years Phase out, through
a system of positive
incentives, use of chemical
fertilizers within five years

Phase out al] use of
chemical pesticides/
weedicides within
eight years Phase out,
through a system #f
positive incentives, use
of chemical fertilizers
within eight years

Phase out all use of
chemical pesticides/
weedicides within ten
years Phase out, through
a system of positive
incentives, use of
chemical fertilizers
within ten vdmam

It is not practically feasible to convert the
entire areas into organic as alternative
chemicals/ pesticides have not been
evolved by Kerala Agricuitural University
for all the pesticides/fungicides which are

{being used by farmers.

Landscape planning in select
regions /locations:

Identify locations where planning can be done based on the landscape
characteristics, treating each area as part of a larger landscape and SHmmBsnm
various cropping systems and other development into it.

Acceptable
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. Detailed sectoral
wancEEaaamncum are in
Part IT of the Report Sector

ESZ2

ESZ1 ESZ3

Remarks

_.
_
!
|

hw:mwo out the use of

insecticides and fungicides:

The need for curtailing the use of chemical pesticides and fungicides is of greater
priority in the Western Ghats than elsewhere, as application of these ,poisons® in the
higher hills gets carried downstream polluting the entire wetland systems. Therefore.
there has to be a coordinated programme and action plan for the entire Western Ghats
to ease out the use of insecticides and fungicides within a period of 5-1Q years in a
phased manner and, bring in No Pesticide Management and organic practices for pesi
and disease control. The Organic Farming Policy of Kerala (Appendix 1) could be
adopted as a model not only for the Western Ghats, but also for all the six States
benefitted by the mountain system. Areas need to be selected on a priority basis for
implementing the same. Plantations and farms lying adjacent to the forest areas and
water sources have to be taken on priority and the programme integrated with the
annual plan of the respective Panchayat. Financial and technical supports need to be
provided to the farmers during the transition period.

It is not practically feasible to convert the
entire areas into organic.Department of
Agriculture promotes INM/
QZ.U%»QB@E discourages the overuse of
these chemicals and promotes judicious
application of agricultural chemicals,
Organic practices for pest and disease
control has not been evolved by KAU.
Hence the opinion of KAU may also be
sought in this regard.

t
mannres:

Encourage use of organic

Use of chemical manure has not only kitled the soil biota but also has even changed
the soil structure affecting soil fertility in the Western Ghats. This leads to
application of an increasing quantum of chemical fertilizers without any scientific
basis. Since fertilizers demand more water, there is an increfised and unsustainable
exploitation of water resources in the Ghats affecting the entire ecology of the hills
and downstream. Therefore there is an urgent need for evolving organic management
practices. Supports/ subsidies need to be provided for practices such as on- farm
development of organic manure, crop rotation, and raising green manure crops.
Production of organic manure should be completely decentralized promoting
production in the ward level. Self-help groups/ local entrepreneurs should be
supported to set up units for the manufacture of organic farming material such as

good quality organic manure, oil cakes, and bio-fertilizers so that good quality

manure can be assured on time. Large plantations should produce organic manure in
thetr plantations themseives so that more employment can be generated along with

ensuring application of organic manure.

Acceptable. Since efforts are to be
concentrated on these lines with the organic
farming policy this is highly acceptable.
Now there are technologies suited for
Jrganic manure production like vermi
composting,
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Detailed sectoral
.ecommendations are in

| J.E.H II of the Report Sector

ESZ1 ESZ2 ESZ3

Remarks

Agro-biodiversity
bnservation and crop
hprovement:

)

It is quite indisputable that since the Green Revolution the country has lost many of
its traditional local cuitivars and other biodiversity elements in the agro-ecosystem. It
1S more s0 in the Western Ghats which has been the store house of diversity of most
of the cultivated varieties of grains, vegetables, tubers, and fruits. Determined efforts
need to be taken to identify, restore, protect and conserve the genetic resources in the
farmers’ field itself, even while developing ex-situ conservation centres aiso. A
participatory plant breeding and crop improvement programme needs to be launched
at the Panchayat level with farmers, including women, 1o restore traditional varieties
and develop good varieties suitable for each locality. It may be noted that mountain
ecosystems naturally have a diversity and local adaptabiiity of cultivars and hence the.
seeds developed for the plains and other regions may not perform well in this area.
Conserving locally adaptive varieties may also become extremely relevant in the
context of climate change.

Acceptable

Make the Western Ghats free
of Genetically Modified
Crops, trees and animals:

The biodiversity of the Western Ghats, one of the biodiversity hot spots of the world,
although not yet fully documented, has been the source of original genes responsible
for the present day cultivars. It is therefore vital to consgrve them and guard them
from genetic contamination from unnatural sources such as GM crops and GM trees.
Since genetic contamination of local varieties from GM crops is an established fact,
no attempt should be allowed to introduce GM crops in the Western Ghats. Not even
open field trials should be allowed. However, Bt cotton, the first genetically modified
crop in the country, is being cultivated in some parts of the Western Ghats.
Immediate action is called for to stop this practice and farmers involved should be
supplied with non-Bt cotton seeds. They should also be encouraged to'go the organic
way and a separate marketing channel opened up for cotton farmers in the Western

Ghats. Attempts are being made to introduce GM trees such as GM rubber. This
shouid never be allowed.

Acceptable. The Gene pool may get
polluted due to the introduction of
artifically created/modified genes.

s rd B nd)reh
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“ Detailed sectoral

b_ . ‘'ommendations are in

._Wml I of the Report Sector

ESZ1 ESZ2 ESZ3

Remarks

{

|
Wildlife problems:

One of the major problems for farming in the Western Ghats is the destruction
caused to it frequently by the wildlife. While farmers should be compensated
for crop loss, change of crops unsuitable for wildlife may be considered. In the
case of wild boar which is a menace to agriculture in many places, the only
solution, probably, is to cull them under strict guidelines and make
commercially viable value added products as cottage industry. While crop
change may control the damage to certain extent in the case of herbivores,
farming in forest cleared areas which were traditional migratory route of
clephants may have to be abandoned. Farmers thus affected need to be

Acceptable

Marketing: Strategies
m__ocmmbm on:

(2) maximum profits to the farmers reducing the middlemen, (b) fixing
premtium prices, for produce resulting from conservation efforts as done for
Costa Rican Coffee, (c) linking the products of organic practices in the
Western Ghats te local and regional markets, (d) securing carbon credits for
organic farmers and, (e) ensuring Government support for all these efforts
should be developed and implemented under the overall supervision of the
proposed Western Ghats Ecology Authority ’

Acceptable

Tribal farming:

A separate strategy on priority for tribal farming to fevive their traditional
farming methods and culture, bringing back the traditional cultivars and food -
culture needs to be developed.

Acceptable

Research:

Research related to agriculture and horticulture in the Western Ghats region
should give priority for restoration of traditional cultivars, and developing
locally suitable, low cost organic farming technologies and practices. Local
educational and research institutions should be encouraged to take up research

projects to help farmers shift from non-organic methods to organic agriculture.

Acceptable

e O u..mw}\&



