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fs. GUJRAL MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS |

D.0.No.RW/NH-13016/295/2010-PMO/KL (P7) August 27, 2017

Deal' Df.?MMWL, J

As you are aware, a large nuihber of representations have been received
from Kerala, regarding limiting the acquisition of Right of Way (ROW) to 30m
for NHDP Phase-III prajtcts in the State being implemented by NHAIL Members
of Parliament cutting across party lines have also tak¢n up the matter. The ground
on which limited ROW of 30m is being advocated is that Kerala has a high
density of population and acquisition of 45m ROW will displace many people.

Wl

2. Minister (RT&H) c;%ﬂkd a meeting of all, MPs from Kerala to discuss these
issues on 27.4.10 in whicH"’Chainnan, NHAI, Director General (RD)&SS and
Member NHAI participated, apart from other officers from Ministry and NHAL
During the meeting, it was clearly begught out that the requirement of minimum
45m for the ROW is a policy ugit‘oﬁﬁ‘ly‘adopted by the Government for 4 laning
of al! NHs and a 4 lane road within 30m ROW was not possible withou! seriously
compromising the standards and safety requirements as also other facilities like
service roads, utility corridors etc. As per Typical cross-section of a 4 lane, the
width required at road top is 24.0m, whereas additional width will be required at
the base to accommodate the embankment (‘@ additional 4.0m/ every one mete:
height of embankment). It is not possible to construct the entire corridor with low
embankment height. The sérvice roads [which] are essential in urban/built up
areas and utilities like water supply, electric/telephone cables etc. cannot be
accommodated with any restriction in ROW.

3. MPs had also suggested that the width of median should be reduced to
generate more space. Such reduction will compromise with safety and would
create traffic hazard especially during night and could be considered only at
specific locations where reduction of ROW is a must. As regards the issue of
compensation and rehabilitation package, the Competent Authority, being a State
Government official, can fix the comperisation as per State Rules, which will be
acceptable to centre. These aspects were also discussed by Minister of State with
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4 You would appreciate that tor the NHDP projects in Kerala, a relaxation of
AROW requirement from 60m to 45m has already been allowed, duly addressing
{ the peculiar land situation in Kerala, and projects are already going on with 43m
§ ROW. On the other hand, Ministry has also been receiving representations from
} ¢ citizen groups and NGOs pointing out that any reduction of ROW below 43m
{owould be against safety and speedy transportation within Kerala and would serve
. only the vested interests. They have been pleading that Kerala should not be
demed highways designed with sound technical parameters essential for ‘-‘iO\\Th
and safety, through any short mghtedfdecxstons \
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f; 5. Asregards a suitable resettlement and rehabilitation package, this Ministry

i is agreeable to offer the same package as the State Government has been offering

f? in respect of public works undertaken by them. '

4. In the light of the above, you would agree that an ROW of 45m is the

minimum necessity to accemmodate the essential standard features and should

r* not be compromised. I would therefore request you to kindly instruct all
concerned to complete the "Land Acquisition and pre-construction activities to

facilitate speedy implementation of the NHDP works.
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Yours sincerely,
)

Dr. P. Prabakaran,
Chief Secretary,

Government of Kerala,
Secretariat,
Thiruvanagnthapuram
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