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Govcrnmcnt oflndia
Miniutry of linvironment and Foresrs

(Witdlife Division)
Paryava ra:-, Bhawan

CGO Comple,-;- r.,_,,.lhi Road
New r,ji li.j-110003F.No-6- 62/2013rwL.

Dated: 25o November'2013

To
The Chief Witdlife Wa.dens.
A.ll States/Union Territories.

Sub: Reconfnendation iif the
Aieas.

aub-committee o; Guidelinae

Sir/Madam,

In PuEsuance to the decisron trkcn by^ che Sunding Lu ur.. .. . : .card forYll{: l, ft'.rj* -y::ole held on..20d Marcb 2-013, " "..i.o,,";. , i ,.1 .,€r rhe
:ffXT''^l.:.:?'- '5 T.:jl.tsh^y::g', N9v4, ;;.;;,ti-.i, :i r,, , :rinistryvrqE \-,.ryr. or even no. dared 266 tune 20j3. The sub-cobrnitte€ has sr ,,,.r,,r..d thetrtepon/guid€Iines and have also considered by rhe S;;;;-;;;;..,o, ,..,,,..,, .,, ,,. 36*me€trig held on 4L\ Septembe, 2013 Aft . di:."".;;;." C"-;;J;;." . :,1.pr th€guidclines in- its ptesent form and requested rhe chi.f $y dlife t;d;:; r, , I rheircornments, if any,.od the guidelines to the Ministry v,ithin 

" 
rnorr*, 

"r,J.:,. 1 i.. . :., joutdtlled be anended ifconsidered ncccssary.

? The sard reportTgudelines have been hosted on tJre officral websire -.

P#i::.1-l*, f;:':'. l".o-. can. be accessed a-"'gr 'J"' : . .,ry of
' 
, IRL:

3. A coPy of the same ii als6 enclosed fo-r teady refetence. It is, therea.f -, , , r.. ,,r: cl tokindlyforwatdcotnrnents,ifany,ontheguidelin.s,iodrisMirris_rirrf,i,-,,,.

',.. r. ,: -ully,

_ t\l,;<!f:!^j1 .ra)
DePuryln6pector(je,,,.,i .1r. . ., L)

!fei':'' /: l': '1:'i ' 27EncL As above.

Copy to:

-1. PPS to Addl.DGF(rx/L)/ppS to IGF@L)

4,##
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RecorEmendations offhe Sub_Comt|rtla.n on Guidellnes for Roads in protecled Areas.

. In pursuanc€ ao the dccision trlon.by tbe Standing Coo'rittee of the ND!,,,i .' its28d Meetidg held on 20s l4arch 20 I !, r &b_cornrniuec uDder the chairmanship of lrf u.ICRanjirsinb Member, Natiirnal Bolrd n
E".,ornl€ntandForc",,"0"o;,;.'::yii1f#:,::TJff .?r,1"#;:"::
rcfercDce of the sub-corDmittee.are'ar lollows:

' T9 frame a corBprebcnsivo guidolilc tbr
through pA in the coultry

or roxis

. Design bosr paoticas for such roads passing lhrough pAs so as to:ha./. tdrcr
-\4ildlifc coffervatiob

The le meering of th€ sub_committeo wag convcned
Ee€ting of rhe sub-committoe was oonvelod on 66 August,
wlo attonded botL the Eegtings ari givcn in AnDeitre_l.

on 2od Jul, 2tt I j ! ,f :.., | . -. d

2013, The lisr :ti 2..-.r. , , .-

PREAMBLE

B.ckgrou!d

Roads ale an essential part oflndia's dcvelopDetf, ploviding vital coDrreotii,itv 3i1,:
.-l:1:-eo,yd:D ac-roes ote cor.btry. ycr, wh€tr rhcy i"L"ro ,,Jr*.r 

"r,* 6;;;";*_ * ,,"r,,situatod in already-roodife_d human_dominat€d lan&capes), roads have wiac-lliirng ,. , ,
conplex impact on latulal l*as ard wild rpeci* t"h"dl;;;;; ;.'r-[,T,u,".,
IIIY f.*, *"-*"mive irhpact of !oad! re-oi* pooify*a"r"iood, ;;. . .obvrous and scrious ir$tance of wild anirnal m""r"lib, d;";;;;;iJ"" p1,,, . "wls bcan wel.l-establishod that roads bave dotsimontal ecological cffeots ,-U"ii *""r" 

" 
,aad aqualic oatural ecosystoBs. Roads ft

natumr babitats. rhey #J;;;:;;;i.fill,frilJiH:HfJ."il,i_l;l i. t : , ,pstttr of anioal6, bleak tree cover and ci
*urir". n J" **.-,"ii.;;;il;il1?diff::1il:#fi ;:t;X:"-:;;,,"'..'ancillary dcwtopd;nt aud au incteasing h'oao-fbogrint l"afr" _*, .h" f 
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acoeleratcd develo?meotal, tourist and huntlng pfessures, increase in pollution, littcr, and
vafious distubances. UDless great vlglltlnoo and checks arc provided, roails provide conduifs
for illogal €xbaction of timber and foro.t prodwe and for poachiag, panicublly * nigal
from vohiclcs. It is very diffrcdt to provldo the requisite surveillani and it is woU-
established that PAs have suffcred los! of vGgctsrtive cove! and poaching after constuction
of road& In PAs iolbe mountaiaors tqlon , consJnrctien of rcads and Gir ,rid"oinn h*

. Slave consequences, iacludiDg lddsltdor a,!d ercsioD, as tbr deb.is from road cub o; 
_ 

|
hillsides is invariiably ripped ov€'i tbc lidos. A dckgrorjnd paper on lincar inrusions into
Datwal arcas, incluiLhg rondsliornmirrloncd by t'hJfrutlonat'noara f* q/ildlifoj" ZOf l,'providesanexhaustiverevicivo{lhccu@ntstat6ofknowledgeonthistopicr,anda 

..

.compani; doc\Ei;;f provides dctEitod guidetioes bj wh;ch iheir ncgativ'o in;act on ;atulat
habilats ard wild sp€cjes, can be minimilod.

BASIC PRINCIPLES

Wg wish to rcit6mlo a point sticulatod clearly and empharically in thd Nadotral Wlldllfe
Actlotr Plsu - 2002-2016, which steto! that.the',Miai\try ofsuface Tlansport,., to plar,
roads, htghwayt, e4)ressu,at s ln srch a mdtuer that all hational parks aid s.tnct artes are
by-paised and ttegity oJ,the PA is matntotned. Wildltfe crtidof also need to be avotded,
or.tn tigative meastrcs (such as reth.icttng ntght tafrc) need to be emplopd." Tbis principle
must f,crvc as thc cor!€lstoDe ofany msd platr tbat is b€ilg coDc.ived i_n lh€ vicinity of aDy
wildlif€ or ProtcotldArea, and eovisagos tho MinistD/ of Surfrce.Transport to wort i!
.cooldilrtion with the Ministqr ofEnvircnrlcnt & Fo!€irs, md other relovant autroridos anal
erQelt& Forthcr, we beliovo tlat thir pdnDiplc rEust apply to ;[ bther roadr being plaonod b!
atty olhlr agonoy at the national, stato, or local l9v€ls. The ilxplicstiotl of this action point
artiou.lated in the NatioD,al Wildlife Action plall (NWAP) is also that plaqs be madq
proaotivoly by lclevent agencies to roalign cxisting roadr passilrg through protoolcd a$as, i!
a way that PAs aro bypassed snd, subsoquontly, decorDmissio! rcads tl|at itttolsqot pAs.

r iaman, T. R. 5. 2011, Framlng ecolo8lcelly sound pollcy on line6a lhtruslons effec ng wlldllfe
habhats: gack6round paperfor the Nationalgoard for W dltle. Avaflable fromi
envfoa,nlc.ln/assets/-tnaai%2Ointrusloni%2Obackground%2opaper.pdf

_ NawL 20U. DraftEutdelines for ltf,€ar Infrastrtrctur€-intr!5lons In natu;alareas: rpada;iid -
powerllnellrAvallable f rdm:
http://envfor.nlclir/assits/FlRSTDraft%2ogutdelines%2Oroads%2Oand%2Opowerltnes.pdf



)

1111e. 
ar: viablo alternarivo alignmlntl_{s obs€rvod in a nurnt€r of cases_to roaus ,,;161.otherwise inrclsc* pAo, rhose wiortri I,Ar mu"t g.rd*ly;;;;;;; ."a uri 

""*,,.,,,,,,decomtnissioned, while the altgrDato tord should be improved, This must b€ dor,, j...:,...,.:coordinstio[ wilh thc relcvantministrlor, dcpar.tEents irra "r,fr.l""; * """0 "a 
, ,

-- In plooni, 
_ 

ng roads, withio and-in lhc vlclnlty (dcfined hcre 6 roads that arg situarei: :.,: .

. and within I l(rn redial disranc€) 6fDrot.ctcd oreiEJ we lccommend tllat followng- nrndjmerual priniiples must be followod in order ofprioriry: Avoidrnce, Reahg -.'. Restoration:.. . . - '
' l' Ptt ctpre orAvotdance: Thc for fircst.oprila would be to artogeth6r avoiar 4re. r:,:3tadidrhtd or in rhe i,jciotty of 

"ny 
rroidi.a-aJJil;*fiJ;;.Hfi*, - . ._socially and ccologicauy moro appropriatc.

2. Princ.tpl of ReaItEnaE rr,, Tliis follows as a.corollary of thc trrst principtr p... ,
prciccts rtlust investisatc and ocoronsuatc rhat tlEy brvo cansidered other -. .. . .rcute! tbat ayoid naGal aEalofhigh ccologicat ;,;. d;;;;;:; ,., ,

lalur.'o_?la-qpjol eropo"a ana ioirc^"JffJ ai.;"o;^iliir;: . , ." ,. F osvctopcd ln a traDsDarent 66rher.alu.ough consultatjon with loJa-

. . 
affectod by the routiog and subJcct to ccological and wildlifc coosictera,i .

User agoncies seoking cloaiaocas fbr roads mr.rst dcmonstrate ds to ir( !takcn theso factors inlo account, bcforr thqir p""e"J" 
"* U.L*i*.; :,,,approvat by rhe SC_NBWL.

3. PincipL ol Restorstior,. In rlahr.al areas, sraisti.Dg ro&ds that aIl id diiir1.. : :j -loggiry ro&ds), or evaluated to bc incffi"i;rr;;d#;;;i;;;#;;;-.
targclcd for dccortmissiooinc and subscquent *"r"g.J [i"rj"i", ;; ,,. , ,_ , ,assisting thc rcc<ivery of an e-cosystorr that fus t*i"a"i."aJ, a"_lg"q ,.d€strovod.

' Tho Daputy Inspector ccnelal of Forcsts (WLJ briefed tho comminet ":n,,exi.sting guidelines fo! roads within laorected Areas, viz.:

(i) -Dccision of tho Standing Corbmitrr€ of IBWL, as por drcisi..i :.r: ,t, -thi mecttng letd on 14,6.2000. This hcld rhar -"a" th* Ar-= o.., ,.
tarrd should contiluc to be mairrrrited drd ropaLred propert-;, r-r : r.
forrlr. No roads inside tho National pa.k atd Sanctuaries O"_:1" ," . .

or upgradcd,

' (iD Dudog the r-naatirrg of 14t October 2011, it tnd.icat.d rh.Er ,,ft., *.:,," ,,
-eds ngloadsshiiilbepei,iiii:itCa,o;ijtl:,rtunl,offtirhthE.)!::.1:.!,, 

:
the fepaired road(s) rhalt:rcmain sarne as that ijtt" orig,oi .,..,-,

J



r
untat'red roads sholl r.matn untorred afer rcpa s, and otiy originatty tafted
roads shau be repairad oAd taned. '

RGcot|rDeDdatiodr

: The coJn-ittee recornmendr tho followEg:

l. The statff gto of \re rolds p6ssing tbrougb National parks and Corc Crirrcal
Tiger tlabitats (CTH) shall romain tlo sao.e. The roails could be maintsilrd and
repaire.d in dle best m!.r|tlot possible in their curr.,nt form arld prs€nt.width, No
widcning or upgradation 

_ir. 
to bc atlow€d, Ifiiis an existing t rred road, it shall

. be mailtained as such add no.widoning ofthc tarod surfiac€ or the wideoing ofthe
ros.d i&.If, mey bs do[o.

2. For Wildlife qanotuari& lnd Conslrvatioo Reserves, lhe same norE s as ill ur€
case ofNarional P6rki and Cbre, Critical Tige! habitlts, shalj 3Fpt;,. lrr,rever, ir1

'iase of Sanctuaries ard Conscrvation Reserves, culverts a-od dr!i-.:: J .l sections

- ofroads that bccomc imprssable or ,all wcather roa,ils' fon approac':,/, onncctivky
to vi[ages withi!. tho ]iotcotad Areas, ca-n bo oonsidercd for 3:, {Jvsl in thc
Standing Comdd$ee of NBWL. If ne-cessary itr suoh cases, r€quiroC mainionaoce
could be trkcrl up by thc Forest Dopt. on lhc rocoEr3xatdatioB of the Starding
C-ommitt€€ of NBWL. It may te stressed agaiD, thar the v,/idth an,J $tah's ofthe
c.iisting lbads shall rcriiain tlr€ Saao ard no Lpgra&ion wiu l,r :,1!! :d. Tn

cor$idering such proposab, the method of such road consFuctiory'iuirrovo8cttt
such Es blasting, borrow-pit diggitrg, ctc., the iEpact upoa movelEc;l {,f erdFals
&oItI one habitat td anothci/witdlifc co.ridors- acccss of water.. c< .vould be
ciiteria for considotatioll

3. llhere roads apFoaohilg / passing by National PsfkvCole-i::r;cr i 'tiger.
Rcsorve/Wildlife Sanchtsry aro wifin a radius of I km ther€of, or !/iJri,r irrr Eco-
Solrsitivc Zonc, whichovot of tho two is lasser, vrould bc lrer.j rl ', ..i,.€

.' ba6ivguidolhes as aro applioeblo to the Protccted Ar€as cates.il rr,r: i i.. .,)
p&ximity of,

4, Proa€ndt as Commrmiryt Rcscrvas at! outsid€ the pur'yiclli' {'f ll-r{,lri r lii lf
Wildlif! (Proteotion) Asa, 1972, the commiuic deeid.d rot ,..- :i"j'". i, .., .,ie

.. r :_+gglg{loadi passing through such PAs.

1.



,-

roods so as to cause hinimal impaots on wildM€, ss iu tlre casc of ftaDsier or
ccrtain P\\tD /othsr roads whlch pass thr:ough PAs, back to thc concenri:,J For€st
Dcpt. such transfers could bo considered.

.....). Koads b€rng maljaged lry thc Forcst D€parttnent fol the purpose ofpx17,rj;irg and

todisrlJ wcre of equal cqrcom like other roads inside ProtecGd A-r,-. i. ':t vJas

nored that the!.e was a largo network bfsuch roads in several National Pa:t...,,Tiger

Reserves/Wildlife Sanctuarics, No new roads should bc. oonstructecl .. the

corcemcd Forest Dopaltrncnts and if so required to be constructed, the il.ir; "oval
of tho Natioi.ral Tiger Consorvation Authorib' (in ciiw of Tigor Resclareijl 4nd

concamcd Starc Boards for Wildlife io case ofnon.Tiger R€sgve for c,,j-cr .' r.s.,

6ust be obtsined. The conccmcd aufhority shoutd bc able to damonrl' 'rr r,.lld

jusdry the gr,ouods for constnrction of ihe ac,w roads -withir':r'i1. 
:,. :1e

.conscwation iitercst ofthe coDcarted PA,

The coomitte€ also agreod that the Witdlife Idtitute of India s!r:':rll 1i],,-.

guidclincs - for making roads by the Forest Dcpanments, for proteci:., ;r.
in Proteoted Aleas, Critical wildlife Habftars aDd de3igrated collidors.

M.DrgsEont of roads dtbtn PAr:

Mititdlot Fot oxtstire rord5, ropairs and maintenance of exisling roa..i! tl t). "i-
r€paking ro€ds that are irrpassablc during monsooD/a.ll-woalhcr roads : " ...e: _ 

'
the lecooErondatioDs above, it is iopclative that mitigatloa me6surcs arg it'. i!t]] ;

tho pmject plarmiog, desigrL tnldge! ibplemoatation, ald &onitotiDg staqis l-':riir

requir€s maasulli to tDinimisc detimcntal Effects ofroads on ec,oloi"'. ,. :i'rjii
ootonnraitics and uscrg. This shall ba oonsidciAt ody for cxistitg sttuilr;{, l:int . l
Dew cases, whcrc tb€ opticns glv€n oadicr havo ttqn oomPlchcnsiv.l.i' i:'1; '!i'i 

rr ' ' 
j

a$d ovclrulcA with odaqual€ justiEostion, These ara aleo subject to tequ:iirc
.fiplovals &o!r1 thJ state authoridos 6!d bonrds, ttre Minisky of EE.1'iit)r:*r,r1i el. i

Forests ard its Etatutoly bodies; 8uch as rhe Naiiolal Boatd for Wildii.:, rr,:r. i

Advjsory ComEittco, aod the National Tiger CoNervation Autbotily, as ie:i: '0r1! I'r

each cose,



€

AEjexbau.s.tivc sct of managemcnt measurcs have been recommended in the NBWL,S dtaftgurdcrrne docu'rcrt menrioncd above roagcs 8_,3, il I ti): \{4ri; ;.,j;"";;";'r;," ,0"".
reco_Etendcd !!a!agem"m *"a"wo, ior a"ucy reterence, somc of the key manp..:.. . itconsrderarions applicable for a&eady exisring -uar, "r. 

t!..Jrt fl!;,il;;" .

. Bao_on ni€ht traffi! (du6k to dawu) is css€Dtial to savc anitnals AoDi d.islurkhs€nom BEconstant flow of reffc, End thus sllo* tt e_ p.""rg". rG;""_*"o^.d ,rr"nigbt ttatfic barx should be initirtcd and appti"d t" Col" cft;,it;iliiil;ii'NatioruLParks ald-S_ancnraies. Thore.&e 
-suc.h.xi.d!g 

b"d ii., ;;;;.i;.= '

ffffii..riXy" *e.hl rsscs may bc proviaca ro, ,-ilt"g;*-i;,i,_itc.?:, . _s

F

1k-ojgJ:-qlftPE: conToitin8 timing anA'traffia votumes rced io be built in t.,f :,trloads ttulwh Protected Arcss and crilical habitsrs.
Speed reductioD-is a !]ust to reduce wild aniJ mo*ality, and.can be achievedtbxough loposed spe€_d lieits and sped breakcrs.
V€hiclca 

-should 
lor bc allowed !o stop withi4 pAs.

No use ofhorDs withih th. fA, and litterin;.
Sp€cd restioions and otbor guideliaes g,at Sl out rules aDd avoidan - ..disbjrbancs to wildtife and h4bitats along roadl jn pAs, must be promiircn l

:,1]:yf throwb well-designed signboords, ar cno,y and exir gnints
tllev8nt tocations.
Estabiishocn! ofcleck posts bi, rho forest departmcnt, al both entry ande-. | .....
wherever possible, nstural aDiDxal crossiDgs oxisdng across roa& shou td bc ri ,.cor 

-cncour8god.. 
For ilstance, ovc.rlapping trce cauof in closed c:nopy

ev-ergreeD/seDli evergrcen forcsb is an essential ami_bute for the moven ,,i: ._

a.rboEal spocies. Passage to qatclholag arld daily hovertents ofanioas rr,*, ,,,.,: Uesafegtardad,
Undolpasscs:w_cll-dc,sigredtunnols,culverts,pipes,andotherskuctut-_r-r:lir:.-,:r
as rlroerps.ss€s below roads al]d bridgcg, for a widc-range ofterrcstrial e,..: . . i .::.
specles. undqpasscs can also bc dcployed below railway liocs/high*..; . ,.., ,,-., .
ot rargc bodiod allilnals, viz elephaDls, tig€rs.
irurlrilg Eratrtcdancc works o! existing roacls, the undcrlyiflg prjncipl" :, . .. lr. .

uofl(m_ustDocarfledoninasleedymanner,withminirrufdisturb;c::...;,..,..-
$1l! adicrancc to all rulcs a-ad &gulatioDs that govcrn wildlifc snd p.{ i.
No woik lhoutd bc allowed hwccll 6 pE to E am(iust befoF dusk :.. .r,.-:i . . . . .

InelaDourlollerEquilcdfo!roadEahtlDatlCemusthavetheircamp".,r...,.i.......
conc€dncd PA
No firewood cuttitrg or fuel collootion frotll withia tho pA

Yastgdcbd!.shouldrotbeduslpcdi.lthcpA,/o!adjoiniigrivervnulla!/.:.,:.1..,^r.tl
No takiDg of aoy Eaterial lil.F san4 glcl cto fro|triho !e. elt -ue.r,,_. i,,,coDstruGiorq road rnsintemnoe etc should be brought ftolr outside
No yegetation/tree should bo crn or daruagefu duriig thc maintenance.



T

LIST OF PARTICIPA TS.AI'TENDING TIN !BS'T ITIEEIINC OT THE
STJB-COMMITTEE CONSITUfED TO TRAMD GIJIDELINES F'OR "B.OAPS
WTTHIN PROTECTED ARXAS, IIELD ON 2"d JULY 7013. 

. .

{r..AI{NEXITRE-[

IJST OT PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING TIIE gECqS MEETING OF TIIE
SIJB-COMMITTEE CONSITUTED TO FRAME GUIDELINES FOR ROAI'S
1VTTIIIN PROTECTED AREAS, IIELD ON 6I! AUGUST 2013.

I Dr, M.K. Ranjitsinh
Member. NBS/L

Chak1tlan

2 Ms. Prerna Bindta
Membcr. NB\jVL
Shri S.W,IL NaSvi
Pr. Chief Consorvstor of Fo@sts CWL) snd Chicf
Wildlifo WardcD- Mabaraebra

Mcrnbcr

Shri. c.P. vcrrla
Chiof Cottssrvator ofForcstr, Madhye Pradesh

Moobcr

5 Sbri H.S- Ncgi :

InsDc.tor Cencral ofForcsts. NTCA
McEber

Shri Vivek Saxona
DeDrrtv InsDector Ceneral ofForests (WL). MoEF

Mc!ttbc!-Saaretary

I D!. M.K. RrdisiDh
Mombca. NBWL

Chailtnan

M3. Prema Bindn
Mombcr, NBWL

Mcmbsr

Shd. Jitordts Agarwal _
Addl. P ncipal Chief Codrcrvator of Forerts (WL),
Madhva Pradosh

Memb€r

7



4 Shri A.K. Mishra
Chief Conscrvator of Forcst3 CWL)
Representing the Chi6f Wildlife Wardcn,
Maharashtra

Memb€-r

Memb€r

6 D!.lvI.D. Madhusu&n
NCF, Mysore and Merhbcr. NBWL

Membst

7 Shri Vivek Saxeia
qlputy lnspeltor Certsrst of Forest8 tWL). MoEF

Membet-Secretary

.3..o


