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“2.2.4 Rehabilitating professional education in the University

Substantial damage has been done to universities and institutions of
professional education by their separation from each other. The pursuit of
engineering and medicine, in particular, in colleges or institutes, which exist like
islands, has come at an incalculable social and cultural cost. Seventeen-year
olds who move from a higher secondary school straight into an engineering or
medical college, and who thereby have no means to gain exposure to any
in-depth knowledge of society, its economy, politics and culture, while possibly
becoming excellent engineers and doctors in a very restricted sense also have as
much potential to become an impediment to holistic social development”.

“In order to build strong epistemic bridges between different fields of
professional education and the different disciplines of science, social sciences,
and humanities, it is necessary that professional institutions are returned to
universities in a complete administrative and academic sense by the abolition of
intermediary bodies set-up to issue licenses to professional colleges alone, and
to inspect them. Such a measure will open the possibility of new kinds of
course-designing for professional learning in all fields from management and
architecture to medicine and engineering, along the lines indicated in other
sections of this report.”
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”2.1.4 Erosion of democratic space

The role of higher education in creating an institutional space for dialogue
and liberal inquiry is well recognized, but it is seldom appreciated in the context
of establishing norms of democratic behaviour and exchange. In India, where
social hierarchy and divisions are sharp, institutions of learning serve as sites
where powerful social forces vie for dominance. The institutional capacity to
maintain peace and a democratic process plays a critical role in shaping the
ethos of this site. Peace in this context can be described as a pre-condition for
rationally organized dialogue between contending forces, ideologies and
viewpoints. If institutions of higher education fail to ensure peace on their own
premises in this sense of the term, they cannot avoid failing in a far greater
sense when they claim public money on a gigantic scale and lose public faith.

For a considerable length of time following Independence, institutions of
higher learning succeeded in providing a space where dialogue between rival
social forces and ideologies could take place in a peaceful atmosphere. However,
over the last few decades certain distinct signs of the erosion of this space have
surfaced quite often in different parts of the country. The situation has
worsened over the last few years. Not only organized youth but the official
machinery of the university has been deliberately used to obstruct or subvert
the possibility of peaceful debate and inquiry resulting in a long-term
institutional damage to their capacity to serve as sites of peace. This is a matter
of great anxiety, not just because it marks the erosion of institutional sanctity,
but also because it distorts the idea of a university and its role in the creation
of knowledge by free and open inquiry through research and dialogue. The issue
of geo-cultural diversities is another critical area where our universities have
increasingly failed to act as spaces where students would learn to respect
diversity as a value. In a world where boundaries are blurring, it is important
that we learn to acknowledge and appreciate differences and not try to
homogenize everything.
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